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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 26th July 2010
At 7.30pm at St John’s Church Hall
R021/10 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock, V Edwards, B Hutton and S Jackson
Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs and one member of the public (Mr. N Weston) in connection with R026/10 (v).  Apologies - Cllr. I Johnston.
R022/10 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.

R023/10 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Big Lottery – Cllr. Jones provided an update on the feedback provided to HDC following an exercise to canvass the young people’s views from Shelley School on the new play area behind the Village Centre;
ii. Pathway to the Play Area on the Common – following an enquiry from a resident, it was agreed that the cost of such a project was not feasible at this time.  The Clerk will advise the resident of the Committee’s decision;

iii. Emergency Plan – Cllrs. Edwards and Jones have agreed to develop a draft Emergency Plan on behalf of the Parish Council; Councillors are invited to contribute.
R024/10 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 17th May 2010 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R025/10 – Matters arising from previous meetings:

i. HDC Summer Programme – the Clerk advised that further information has been received from HDC following the publication of the agenda with regard to the events taking place at the Village Centre during the school holidays.

There were no further matters arising from the last meeting, not covered during the meeting. 

R026/10 – Village Centre and Thelton Avenue
i. Clearance of Undergrowth – a request has been received from the PCSO to clear the undergrowth between the Youth Shelter and the fence towards the bypass.  The Clerk will contact the handyman to establish if this is a job which he would like to undertake;

ii. Brambles at the far end of the field – the Clerk has received a request from a letting agency and their tenant with regard to clearing brambles to allow access to the field and prevent damage to the fence which borders the field.  It was agreed that the Clerk should make contact with the tenant to advise that the Parish Council has no objection to the tenant clearing the brambles.

iii. Thelton Avenue Wall – the Clerk advised that Hedleys (the solicitors for SALC) could provide further advice but at a significant cost to the Parish Council.  Following a discussion on the options available, it was agreed that the Parish Council has invested enough time and resource to attempt to resolve this matter and that the owner, who has requested to reinstate the damaged wall, at his own cost, should make this decision;  the Clerk will advise the resident of the Council’s decision;
iv. Access from the Shelley Drive bridleway – Cllr. Jackson provided a progress report, this matter is still in hand;
v. Potentially dangerous tree on the bridleway – the resident, who was present at the meeting, advised that further enquiries had resulted in identifying that the tree in question is on land registered to Laing Homes.  WSCC has confirmed that the tree is not dangerous.  The resident is now in contact with ‘Laing’ to agree a solution;
vi. Village Centre’s request to clear the culvert under the bypass – it was agreed, for Health and Safety reasons, to support the request made to WSCC, Highways from the Village Centre Management Committee for the clearance of culvert under the bypass.  The Clerk will make contact with WSCC, Highways.
R027/10 – Play Area Maintenance
The Clerk provided an update on the following:
i. Play Inspections – The annual play inspection took place on 21st July 2010 and the Clerk and the Litter Warden joined the inspector whilst he carried out his inspections of the Village Centre and the Common play areas.  The annual inspection report is expected mid August.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should instruct the Handyman to deal with the minor repairs, to include the replacement of some of swing seats, and that any additional work should be considered following the receipt of the report.
ii. Handyman Work – the Clerk advised that the handyman had carried out most of the repairs previously reported, to include general maintenance items and the repainting of play equipment.
iii. Other Work – it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should requisition materials (e.g. paint and spare parts) as required to enable the handyman to carry out repairs to the play areas.
R028/10 Maintenance Work at the ‘Ducky’

The Clerk advised that she had made contact with The Parks and Services Manager, HDC to ask for guidance as to how to proceed with the work required on the ‘Ducky’.  HDC has recommended that the Parish Council obtain an Ecological Report from a recommended expert, prior to considering any further action.  Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to instruct Bramley Associates, at a cost of £250, to visit and inspect the pond and provide the Parish Council with a report for further consideration.  The Clerk will instruct Bramley Associates to visit and provide their report.
Cllr. Jones asked that Bramley Associates are also requested to advise if the reeds need to be removed at a quoted cost of £400.  It was RESOLVED that if Bramley Associates confirm that the work is required that the work is carried out.
The Clerk will request that Bramley Associates visit the site and prepare a report and confirm whether it is advisable, at this time, that the ‘reeds’ be removed.

R029/10 Charrington Way Play Area

The Clerk advised that she had received some support with regard to a Green Gym on the open space at Charrington Way but that, if the Parish Council wish to proceed with this option, a ‘Community Organisation’ should come forward to apply for a Biffa Award who may support this project for a cost of between £5,000 and £50,000.  It was agreed to place an article in the next magazine asking for volunteers to come forward to support this project.

R030/10 – Payments July 2010

It was RESOLVED that the accounts for July 2010 as follows, totalling £2,243.16, be approved for payment.  Details of employee salaries and expenses are available upon request:

	Cheque
	Payee
	Narrative
	£

	100572
	Mrs M Burroughs
	Clerks Wages and Expenses
	 

	100573
	Mr J Cate
	Litter Wardens Wages and Expenses
	 

	100574
	Mrs H Dayneswood
	S&D Clerks Wages and Expenses
	 

	100575
	Burleys
	Maintenance to 31/07/2010
	705.00

	100576
	Horsham PCC
	Hall Hire St John's
	84.00

	100577
	Slinfold Parish Council
	50% share of PO Box as previously agreed
	62.87

	100578
	CPRE
	Annual Subscription from 1 August 2010
	29.00

	100579
	EDF Energy
	Quarterly charge to 30 June 2010
	66.45

	 
	 
	TOTAL
	2,243.16


R031/10 – Magazine articles August 2010

Suggestions were made by members present as to the content to the next magazine.
R032 /10 Next Meeting  

Monday 18th October 2010 @ 8.00pm, 7.30pm if there is no Planning Meeting
Meeting closed 9.15pm
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