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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 17th May 2010
At 7.30pm at St John’s Church Hall
R011/10 Election of Chairman

Cllr. J. Jones was elected as Chairman.

R012/10 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock, V Edwards, S Jackson and B Hutton.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs.
Apologies - None 
R013/10 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

Cllrs. Edwards and Jones declared an interest in R017/10 (i) as the Gala Association use a garage in Thelton Avenue.  There were no other declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.

R014/10 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Summer Programme – Outdoor Pursuits – It was agreed that the Clerk should confirm to HDC that the Village Centre playing fields can be used during the summer.  Cllr. Edwards will mention this at the next Village Centre Management Committee Meeting;
ii. The Ducky – Cllr. Jones provided an update on the work done at The Ducky by the Green Gym.  The cost of the work is £80 and the team did an excellent job.  An article will appear in the August edition of the magazine.
R015/10 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 15th February 2010 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R016/10 – Matters arising from previous meetings:

i. Dirt Jumps Grant – A cheque for £350 has been received from WS Youth Services;

ii. Charrington Way Green Area – a request has been put in the Village Magazine asking for residents to put forward ideas for new equipment in the green area, possibly senior gym equipment.  The information on possible grant opportunities has been passed to the Village Centre by Cllr. Edwards.  The Clerk emphasised that there were grant opportunities available if the application was put forward by a community organisation.
iii. Spring Clean – an update was provided it was noted that the situation with regard to litter is very good around the village.
R017/10 Access to the Village Centre Playing fields

1. Thelton Avenue - Access to the Playing Field from the Garages– 
The Clerk advised that she had circulated, based on land registry information, a letter to all residents that she believed to own a garage in the block where the wall is damaged and an access has been created to the playing fields by virtue of gap in a wall.  The letter was hand-delivered on 7th April and a response was requested by 23rd April 2010.  One resident who owns a garage in the block had responded to the Clerk to suggest that an entrance could be created opposite their garage.  

One other owner had informally advised the Chairman that she had not been consulted, despite owning a garage in the block, which suggested that the information used by the Clerk to canvass opinion had been inaccurate.
It was agreed that:

· Cllr. Jones would meet with the owner who had responded to the Clerk to explore options with regard to creating an access;

· The Clerk will contact Hedleys Solicitors (SALC) to ask for advice on the Parish Council’s options.

2. Shelley Drive Bridleway – Cllr. Jackson has volunteered to liaise with WSCC who has offered to provide the materials to improve access to the field from the bridleway.  Cllr. Jackson will arrange for a working party to do the work and may need to hire equipment at a cost of around £40 which was agreed.  The Clerk will check with our insurers the position with regard to personal accident cover for those involved in doing the work.
R018/10 – Play Area Maintenance
The Clerk provided an update on the following
i. Play Inspections – The Annual Inspection is scheduled for 1 July 2010 (The Clerk and the Litter Warden will be joining the inspector.
ii. Handyman Work – a list has been provided and work should start soon.
iii. The Village Centre remedial work – EJS have carried out remedial repairs.  It was agreed to remove the chestnut paling from around the mound and fill the holws, the ditch also needs clearing.  The Clerk will obtain estimates to do the work.
iv. Charrington Way Gate – the Litter Warden had received a request to block the bottom of the gate to prevent small dogs running out onto the bypass.  It was agreed that owners should have their dogs under control and this work should not be necessary.
R019/10 Maintenance Work at the ‘Ducky’

There is iris growing across the pond and silt may be a problem.  The ducky may also need dredging.  The Clerk will ask an expert to give us advice on the work required (Cllr. Jones to meet on site) and obtain quotes as necessary.

R020/10 Next Meeting  

Monday 19th July @ 8.00pm
Meeting closed 8.30pm
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