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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 15th February 2010
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
R001/10 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock, V Edwards, S Jackson, I Johnston and B Hutton.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs.
Apologies - None 
R002/10 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.

R003/10 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Charrington Way – Transfer of Public Open Space to the Parish Council – The Clerk has now received the transfer documents for signature from HDC.  The Clerk felt that as Proper Officer she could sign the documents; subject to approval and the committee agreed to this.  In addition to receiving transfer of the land, a payment of £14,180 is expected from Taylor Wimpey for maintenance of the play areas.  Cllr. Edwards suggested that the Parish Council might like to explore installing equipment for older people.
ii. Gala Association –the Secretary of the Gala Association has written to the Clerk to ask that the Annual Firework Display be held on Saturday 7th November, on the playing fields at the Village Centre.  The Parish Council will invoke their rights for no football to be played on the field on that day and also request that the grass is not cut for at least two weeks prior to the event.  The Gala Association will also be submitting a grant application to the Parish Council to request support for holding a senior citizens event in the summer.

iii. Youth Club AGM – This will be held on Tuesday 27th April 2010; Cllrs. Jackson and Jones will attend.
R004/10 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 15th November 2009 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R005/10 – Matters arising from previous meetings:

i. Allotments – A meeting has taken place between HDC and the Parish Council to explore possible options for an allotment site.  Cllr. Sheldon is pursuing one option next to Homebase whilst the Clerk continues to approach local landowners.

ii. WSCC has advised that they have not received an application from Richard Pine for a contribution towards the dirt jumps.  The Clerk will ask that this be resubmitted via Liz Kerim, WS Youth Service.

iii. The Tennis Club Agreement has been agreed, signed and returned to Rawlinson & Butler.

R006/10 Update on Grant Opportunities

The Clerk advised that she had reviewed the list of possible funding opportunities but that the only one where we might receive a grant of any size might be from Biffa, but the application has to come from an association or club that has been constituted for 2 years and involve community consultation.  Smaller grants are available for £500 - £1,000 but these will not refurbish or add anything of significance to our play areas.  It was agreed to use the next edition of the magazine to canvass opinion from the residents of the village and discuss options at a future Recreation Meeting.  Cllr. Edwards took details of the Biffa application process and will advise accordingly, perhaps the Gala Association could apply? 

R007/10 – Play Area Maintenance
The Clerk advised that she had not instructed the handyman to carry out the repairs agreed at the last meeting, given winter, but that she would speak to him over the next few weeks.  A few other minor matters had been reported since by HDC and the Litter Warden, including the replacement of a number of swing seats.  It was RESOLVED to carry out these additional repairs and ask Playsafe Playgrounds to liaise with HDC on the seat height on the Aerial Runway at the Common.  The Clerk will make the arrangements for the repairs to be done.

R008/10 Maintenance Work at the ‘Ducky’

A discussion took place with regard to coppicing of the willows at the Ducky and whether to carry out an assessment of any other work required on the pond.  It was agreed in the first instance to try to obtain the services of a Pond Warden to give us advice on the work that is required.  The Clerk will pursue options.
R009/10 Spring Clean 

It was agreed to put forward either the 17th or 24th April to next Parish Council Meeting as possible dates for the Spring Clean.  Work may include the weir at the Ducky and the dead end at the Industrial Estate.  The Clerk will arrange for bags and disposal with HDC.
R010/10 Next Meeting  

Monday 17th May 2010 @ 7.30pm (to be confirmed)
Meeting closed 9.00pm
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