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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 15th June 2009  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
R022/09 Election of Chairman – Cllr. J Jones was elected as Chairman.
R023/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock, V Edwards, S Jackson and B Hutton.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs, three members from the Cricket Club (R028/09) and five teenagers from the village and Trevor Beadle (HDC) with regard to R027/09.

Apologies - None 
R024/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.

R014/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Big Lottery Project update

a. The installer finished on 13th June, the playground will be inspected on 16th June 2009.

b. SMP will be snagging the paintwork on 16th June and chestnut paling will be delivered.  

c. Leaflets are being printed by HDC and will be delivered to Tanbridge and Shelley Schools on 17th June 2009.

d. Watering has been a problem and we may lose the turf that has been laid under the swing.  HDC had offered to water the area but despite the Clerk advising them that the seed and turf had been laid on 9th June, no watering has taken place.

e. The quote from EJS did not include enough logs to create a log wall behind the mounding; a feature has been created instead with the logs.

f. The Grand Opening will take place on 20th June 2009 at 2.00pm.

There were no other urgent Chairman’s announcements. 
R026/09 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 15th April 2009 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R027/09 Presentation and request for support from young people in the village regarding the dirt track area in Byfleets Lane

Five teenagers joined the meeting to ask for the Parish Council’s support to rebuild the dirt jumps in the woods at Byfleets Lane.  They would like to create a smaller jumps area for younger children and reshape and rebuild the existing jumps which have been damaged.  To do this they would like to use a mechanical digger and have researched sourcing the digger themselves.  However, the members present felt that, if this was an option, that the Parish Council should use a contractor who has worked for them in the past and has the necessary experience to do the work and is adequately insured.  The Clerk will explore potential costs to do the work with our contractor.  It was noted that in principal the Parish Council has agreed a spend of up to £500 which may be recovered by way of a grant from WSCC Youth Services.
The presenting group showed the members present drawings of the jumps that they wanted to create and having reviewed the drawings the Recreation Committee was keen to ensure that the proposed design was fit for this site and that the sizes of the jumps were comparable to other approved facilities in the area.  It was noted that there is a facility at Tilgate Park, believed to be managed by Crawley Borough Council, and it was recommended that the group visit this site, take pictures and compare what they are proposing to do with this site and provide the committee with details of their findings.  
Trevor Beadle (HDC) suggested that the Parish Council commissions a ROSPA or MPFA report for the area and that contact is made with Crawley Borough Council to establish more information about their site and how it is managed; the Clerk will make enquiries.  He concluded that the group were very knowledgeable amateurs but that clarity is required on what the jumps should be like.

The Cricket Club were generally supportive of this initiative and offered support with regard to supplying water to help rebuild the jumps.

Other matters that need to be discussed further include signage, water supply, police patrols and possible grant opportunities but these matters can be pursued when the teenagers produce the results of their visit to Tilgate Park.  It was agreed that they would keep the Clerk appraised of their findings and attend the next Parish Council meeting on July 6th so that this initiative can be considered further.
R028/09 - Presentation by the Cricket Club

Three members from the Cricket Club attended the meeting and provided an update on the work being done by the club to improve the existing facilities, which include a new all weather pitch and refurbished practice nets.  Sponsorship has been received from the Shelley Arms and the club is working on being ‘outward facing’ to become a more important part of the village.  There are currently 75 members, 70% of which are ‘villagers’ although they do not necessarily live now in the village.  Work is constantly taking place to increase membership.  The club does not have a particularly big income stream but has been successful in obtaining grants.  A major concern at present is the repair or replacement of their roller which could cost in excess of £5,000.  The Cricket Club alerted the Parish Council to the following concerns:

· Insurance – they felt that the cost of insuring the pavilion could be reduced.  The Cricket Club will pursue alternatives.

· Infestation of rabbits – this is a problem and is causing damage in the area.

· Lease/Agreement between the Cricket Club and The Parish Council – clarification is required on the tenants and landlords obligations.  The Cricket Club will study the lease in detail and feedback their comments/observations to the Parish Council.
R029/09 – Matters arising from previous meetings:

i. The claim for the Cricket Club is still outstanding, pending the receipt of information from the Cricket Club.  The required information was provided on the night and the Clerk will pursue the claim with our insurers.  It was recommended that the Parish Council and the Cricket Club share the cost of the excess which is £125 and that the other repairs are considered at a future date.

ii. The Charrington Way signs have been replaced; there have been no further complaints.
iii. Tennis Club Agreement – Cllr. Edwards provided an update on the latest position with regard to the signing of the agreement with the Tennis Club.  A draft agreement has been drawn up but the Tennis Club committee (trustees) refuse to sign this until an issue with regard to personal liability and other minor matters in connection with termination and index linking of rent etc. are resolved.  Cllr. Johnston is liaising with the Tennis Club on this matter. 
iv. Cllr. Edwards advised that there was a lot of anti-social behaviour over the weekend and asked whether the committee was aware of this.  Cllr. Jones reported that she had seen some offensive graffiti but that this had now been removed.  The Clerk will ask the PCSO for their report on this matter. 
R030/09 Play Area Update
The Clerk provided an update as follows:

Village Centre – the site has been inspected as part of the Big Lottery Project, the report is awaited.

The Common – the Aerial Runway will be repaired in the next 10 days, other outstanding matters are of a low risk and will be referred to our handy-man for repair.

Charrington Way & Singleton Road – minor matters only appearing on the HDC report.
The Clerk advised that the annual inspection is due to take place late June or July (minus the Village Centre) and recommended that we await the content of this report and agree at the next meeting the action that is required.  This proposal was agreed by the members present.

R031/09 Next Meeting  
Monday 21st September 2009 @ 8.00pm (St John’s Church)
Meeting closed 10.15pm
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