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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Wednesday 15th April 2009  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
R012/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock, V Edwards and B Hutton.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs and Mr. James Cate (Litter Warden)
Apologies - None 
R013/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.

R014/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Big Lottery Project update

a. The kit has been ordered from SMP and the installer (EJS) appointed;

b. The recovery of £30,000 has been requested from HDC who will claim from the Big Lottery;

c. A pre-start site meeting will be held week commencing 4th May 2009;

d. Work starts week commencing 25th May and should be completed by 8th June 2009;

e. The Clerk has received only one call from a resident asking where the Youth Shelter would be sited following the distribution of around 40 letters to nearby residents;

f. The design has been shared with Shelley School and the Village Centre, and is on display in these locations.  The Clerk is meeting with Tanbridge School on 22nd April 2009;

g. The Youth Offending Team will be clearing the hedging at the Village Centre, early May 2009;

h. Phil Farrelly will be representing the Village Centre on the project.

Outstanding:

· Pre-site meeting - Suggested date is 5th May 2009;

· Arrange Opening Day – Suggested date is Saturday 20th June 2009;

· Signage and lighting.
ii. WSCC Playbuilder Grant – it was agreed not to proceed with this grant application for the Charrington Way Play area; review opportunities in 12 months time.   The Clerk pointed out that the Charrington Way green area was not registered with Land Registry as Parish Council land. Cllr. Curnock advised that this would have been assigned to the parish council as part of the Section 52 agreement when the estate was built.  The Clerk will obtain a copy of the Section 52 agreement from HDC and register the land.

iii. Communication from the Cricket Club – David Bridges has written to the Parish Council asking that they consider replacing the benches on the field which are used by the general public and pay for shingle to top-dress the car park.  It was agreed that the lease needs to be checked to confirm who is responsible for maintaining the car park and that the handy-man inspect the benches to see if they can be repaired.  It was suggested that The Cricket Club provide us with three quotes for the shingle and that the Clerk writes to the Cricket Club to make them aware that the Parish Council has a limited budget for general repairs.
R015/09 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 23rd February 2009 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R016/09 – Matters arising from previous meetings:

i. KB Gardening has completed the tree work at the Cricket Ground.

ii. The Youth Offending Team has cleared the brambles at the Cricket Club.

iii. A new padlock with six keys has been purchased for the Cricket Club gate.

iv. The Litter Warden has a new uniform and new shoes.

v. The Insurance claim for the Cricket Club windows has not been sent; the repair cost is just a little over the excess. (see R020/09 i)

R017/09 Singleton Road Play Area

Cllr. Jones had carried out a site visit and took photographs of the area.  Further discussion took place on the quotes received from contractors and the need to make a decision as recommended by the Parish Council Meeting on 6th April 2009 as to whether to spend up to £1,400 on new fencing.  The Recreation Committee recommends that the chain link fencing is not installed at this time given the cost involved and that the situation is monitored and should damage occur to neighbouring fencing that the Parish Council considers the cost of repair to the fencing as required.  The Litter Warden will inspect the fencing as part of his weekly duties.
R018/09 Play Area

i. HDC report – members reviewed the most recent report; the matters raised in the HDC report are in hand.  

ii. Signage – It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of changing the information signs at the Charrington Way play area.  The age limit will be removed, as will dawn until dusk and the sign will say NO DOG FOULING instead of NO DOGS.  The words play area should be in bold type.

R019/09 BMX Track
Cllr. Jones and The Clerk advised that they had met with Trevor Beadle, Community & Development Manager for HDC to inspect the dirt jumps area opposite the Cricket Field in Byefleets Lane.  Mr. Beadle felt that this area was an excellent facility and provided a meaningful and healthy activity but that the Parish Council should take some steps to ensure that they can demonstrate ‘duty of care’.  A risk assessment was carried out during the site visit and this has been completed by the Clerk.  It is recommended that the following actions are taken:

· Signage – two signs be placed in the area providing contact details and conditions of use.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk orders these signs and put them up in the area.

· Inspections and clearing of debris/litter – the Clerk has prepared an inspection report for the area and the Litter Warden will carry out this inspection monthly and remove any litter, debris or protruding objects.  

It was also agreed that the Clerk update the Cricket Club on the outcome of our investigations as they originally raised concern for the Health & Safety of the users.

R020/09 Cricket Club and Tennis Club
i. Cricket Club Insurance Claim – the claim whilst lodged with Allianz has not been submitted for payment.  The Clerk advised that Solar Glass (the recommended supplier from Allianz) had wanted to remove the bars from the windows but the Cricket Club do not favour this option.  Shaws, a local firm, can do the work without removing the bars at a cost £246 (incl. VAT).  The total quote is for £338 (incl. VAT) but includes two other repairs not the subject of the claim for damage.  There is a requirement to establish if two panes of glass were criminally damaged during the winter months and if this is the case then the Clerk should proceed with the claim.  The lease should also be checked to establish whether the Cricket Club or the parish Council should bear the cost.
ii. Tennis Club – the conditions under the terms of the agreement between the Parish Council and the Tennis Club were discussed.  It was agreed that when the new lease is prepared that Cllr. Johnston be requested to carry out a site visit to confirm that the Tennis Club are complying with the terms of the lease agreement. 
R021/09 Next Meeting  
Monday 15th June @ 8.00pm (St John’s Church)
Meeting closed 9.20pm
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