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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Wednesday 26th November 2008  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
R046/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), A Blann, M Curnock and I Johnston.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. B Hutton and V Edwards.
R047/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

Cllr. Jones declared a personal interest as one of the contractors who had provided a quote for R054/08 had done some work in her own garden.  There were no changes to Members Interests.

R047/08 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Cllr. Jones and The Clerk provided an update of progress to date on the Big Lottery Project. The next steps include obtaining final designs from contractors based on the consultations with Shelley and Tanbridge Schools, a second round of consultations mid January 2009 with a view to placing an order soon afterwards.
ii. Cllr. Jones provided an update on the meeting with the Cowfold Fencing to discuss the positioning of the fixed and drop down posts.  It is recommended that the new posts be placed about 300mm (a foot) inside the existing posts and that two drop-down posts be placed at the lay-by and another by the dropped kerb at the Bus Stop on The Old Guildford Road to provide vehicle access.

The Clerk advised that in some instances £10m Public Liability Insurance was required by WSCC/HDC but it was RESOLVED that the contractors £5m Public Liability Insurance was adequate for the nature of this work as it was on Parish Council land.  The work will commence around the 8th December 2008.

There were no other announcements requiring immediate attention.

R049/08 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 16th September 2008 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R050/08 Play Areas – Members present discussed and agreed the required maintenance actions and make the following recommendations to the full Parish Council based upon the reports received from N W Adams (Annual) HDC and the Litter Warden for the play areas as follows:
i. The Village Centre

ii. The Common

iii. Charrington Way

iv. Singleton Road
It was agreed to recommend that the Parish Council RESOLVE the following:

· The Handyman carry out minor repairs to the play areas as specified in the inspection reports and as discussed with The Clerk during an inspection of the Play Areas.

· That ‘Information Signs’ be purchased for the Village Centre, Charrington Way and The Common as recommended by HDC, similar to the sign at Singleton Road.   The Clerk will obtain a quote from Bel Signs.
· Obtain a quote from Playsafe to repair the Aerial Runway at The Common.  
· The Flat Swing at The Village Centre which is Medium/High risk be replaced from budget as part of the Big Lottery Project.
· The Cantilever Swing at Charrington Way be repaired as per the quote received from Playsafe at a cost of £874.  It should be noted that this repair has appeared on two annual inspection reports and on the HDC bi-monthly report.
· The Clerk explores why Kent County Council installed a gate that does not self-close at Singleton Road and established the cost to correct this situation.

· That the safety surfacing at the Village Centre is renewed as part of the Big Lottery Project (from Play Area Maintenance budget) and that other areas are reviewed and repaired as part of an on-going annual maintenance project from budget.  

· Obtain a quote to replace all wet-pour with grass safety surface.

It should be noted that Playsafe has quoted £20,123 to carry out the repairs as specified in the annual report mostly to include repairs to surfaces.

R051/08 Singleton Road Play Area
Members present considered whether further work is required in and around the play area.  It was noted that the Police/PCSO had received no reports of anti-social behaviour in the last few months.  The Recreation Committee recommends to the Parish Council that the only action taken is to install a chain-link fence in the play area i.e. inside the resident(s) fence(s) to prevent damage to these fences.  It is not proposed to remove or re-site any of the equipment or seating at this time.
R052/08 Litter Warden

It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of up to £150 to supply the Litter Warden with new uniform

R053/08 Cricket Club
Members present considered the request from Geoff Read for the ditch behind the pavilion to be cleared of a large section of tree and to instruct a tree surgeon to look at the other parts of the tree.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Will Jones, HDC to establish if these trees are protected and that RPS Contractors who are clearing the ditches alongside the road may be able to remove the section of tree from the ditch.

R054/08 BBH Junior Football Club

Members present considered the quotes to cut back the conifers at the Village Centre and a limit for Public Liability Insurance for this work.  Quotes ranging from £1,700 to £4,200 were considered.  The Contractor quoting £1,700 did however only have Public Liability Insurance of £1m whereas all other contractors had £10m.  It was agreed to recommend to the full Parish Council for approval at the meeting on 1st December that subject to this contractor increasing PL Insurance to a minimum of £5m for the duration of the work (to be invoiced to the Parish Council) and if the cost of additional insurance in addition to the work required is less that the second best quote then this contractor should be instructed to proceed.

R055/08 Matters Arising
i. BBH Cricket Club has now paid the balance of rent/insurance for the year.

ii. The Clerk has asked RPS Contractors to dig the ditch at the Cricket Club; this contractor has £5m Public Liability Insurance which members present felt was adequate given that the work will take place on Parish Council land.  The work will take place in December 2008.
R056/08 Meeting Schedule 
A schedule of four meetings for 2009 was proposed by the Clerk to follow Planning Meetings i.e. 

Feb 16th, June 15th, Sept 21st   & Nov 16th.  
It was agreed to add an additional meeting in April 2009.
R057/08 Next Meeting  
Monday 16th February 2009 – 8.00pm (St John’s Church)  

Meeting closed 9.00pm
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