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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Tuesday 16th September 2008  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
R035/08 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman and agree programme of meetings to May 2009 as per Standing Order 44

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. J Jones be elected as Chairman of the Recreation Committee and that Cllr. I Johnston be elected as Vice Chairman.  The meeting schedule was agreed at R045/08 (see below).
R036/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), A Blann, M Curnock and I Johnston.  Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Members of the Public present: Mr. N Distin (Secretary) and Mr. P Thornton (Treasurer) - BBH Junior Football Club and Mr. T Wells (Secretary) and Mr. G Read (Chairman) – BBH Cricket Club.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. B Hutton and V Edwards.
R037/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.

R038/08 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Cllr. Jones and The Clerk provided an update of progress to date on the Big Lottery Project. The Clerk’s next steps include collating the results of the consultations with Shelley and Tanbridge Schools, obtaining support from HDC with regard to landscaping and entering into discussions as necessary with the Village Centre with regard to installing equipment.
ii. Cllr. Jones provided an update on the meeting with the residents of Singleton Road on Sunday 7th September 2008.  Mention was made of the Police continuing to patrol this area and that residents should call 999 if they see Criminal Damage taking place.  The group talked about the possibility of installing a chain link fence and the possibility of taking the play area away.  The Clerk will ask the PCSO to provide a report on the Action Points to be considered by the Parish Council and the Police. 
iii. The Clerk advised that the Funfair arrived on The Common on 15th September.  A discussion with the owner, a Mr. Peter Shayler, had taken place earlier this month as to how the funfair would gain access.  The owner advised that posts would be removed but replaced upon departure.  The Clerk has secured payment for the use of The Common together with a deposit from the owners.  This deposit will not be refunded if The Common and the posts are not left ‘as they were found’.

iv. It was RESOLVED that a periodic £20.00 mobile phone top up be paid to the Litter Warden so that he can use his mobile phone to contact the Clerk, the Police or authorities such as WSCC, Highways in the case of an emergency.
v. The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had not received rent for the year or a proportion of the annual insurance, from the Cricket Club; the Clerk was not aware that an invoice was required to be sent hence no payment has been made.  The Clerk also advised that the Parish Council changed their insurer to Allianz in 2007 and that schedules now allow for an accurate calculation of the property damage sums insured to apportioned for the Cricket Club Pavilion; calculations suggest that the Cricket Club has underpaid in previous years.  The insurance premium due this year is £573 compared to the £467 requested in 2007/8.   The Clerk provided a copy of the schedule and an invoice to Mr. T Wells (Secretary of the Cricket Club) requesting payment for rent and insurance totaling £722.67.  Mr. G Read (Chairman of the Cricket Club) was present at the meeting and felt that a review should take place to ensure that ‘dual insurance’ was not in place, as there was suggestion that some fixtures and fittings may be covered under their own insurance policy.  There was also a suggestion that an up to date valuation of the pavilion might be required.  The Cricket Club also advised that there has been a decrease in revenue so it was becoming increasingly difficult to find the rent and annual insurance payments.  
It was RESOLVED that a cheque for £250 be sent to the Parish Council immediately and that the Cricket Club investigate whether the sums insured on the pavilion are appropriate; the Cricket Club must advise as to their findings as the balance of £472.67 is due in October 2008.
R039/08 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 23rd June 2008 were accepted as a true record and were duly signed.
R040/08 Cricket Club
The Parish Council advised that they had considered the request from Mr. G Read (Chairman) for support to secure the Cricket Ground from unwanted trespassers.  Cllr. J Jones and the Clerk had met with a contractor and by chance the Groundsman to discuss options in August.  During the visit it was clear that a vehicle had been able to cross the ditch in Byfleets Lane and gain access to the cricket field.  The contractor suggested that a line of wooden posts inside the perimeter of the ditch might be a solution.  He also recommended a more secure padlock for the gate.  The Parish Council agreed to replace the padlock up to a cost of £40 but suggested that an alternative to ‘posts’ may be to dig the ditch deeper and wider using a mechanical digger. 
The Cricket Club agreed with these proposals and will purchase a new padlock and send the invoice to the Clerk for payment.  The Clerk will obtain quotes for the hire of a mechanical digger to widen and deepen the ditch (with and without labour) for further consideration by the Parish Council.

R041/08 BBH Junior Football Club

Members present considered the request from Mr. P Thornton (Treasurer) for the Parish Council to cut back the conifers at the Village Centre and a request for a grant from Parish Council for on-going improvements (drainage, seeding etc.) to the football pitch at the Village Centre.
The matter of the conifers was considered first.  Mr. Thornton advised that the height of the conifers restricted the sunlight to the football pitch and that matches were being cancelled as a result of poor ground conditions.  As a ball park figure he advised that the cost of lopping the conifers by 15 to 20ft would be around £2,000.   

The club also asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to approve a grant towards the maintenance in connection with drainage and seeding etc.  Previously the Parish Council had agreed a grant of £750 towards these costs.
It was RESOLVED that:

· The BBH Junior Football Club should complete a grant application form for consideration by the Parish Council.  The Clerk will forward this form to the Secretary and Chairman of the Club.
· The Clerk should obtain quotes for the lopping of the conifers for consideration by the Parish Council.

R042/08 Matters Arising
i. The provision of allotments is being dealt with by the full Parish Council. However, the Clerk shared the response from Land Registry with members present with regard to the Charrington Way green area and advised that it would appear that this land is not registered to the Parish Council and is still under title to Laing Homes.  Cllr. Curnock advised that this should have been transferred to the Parish Council under a Section 52 agreement.  He also advised that HDC were looking, as part of the new development, to provide 80 allotment plots as part of the new development and that these would be made available to local residents as there was a shortage in local demand for allotments.  It was RESOLVED that:

a. The Clerk should pursue HDC with regard to the Section 52 transfer of the green area at Charrington Way from the developers Laing.

b. The Clerk should confirm that HDC will provide allotments for existing residents as part of the development of an ‘80’ plot allotment site within the new development.
ii. Both Bus Shelters have been installed. WSCC has sent a cheque to the Parish Council to cover the cost of these shelters from S106 funds.  One shelter has been paid for; the invoice for the second shelter should be approved at the next Parish Council Meeting.

iii. The Clerk has received no further communications with regard to the request to erect a marquee on The Common following feedback in June and July 2008 to the individuals concerned. 

iv. The agreement to replace the Charrington Way rubbish bin is being pursued with HDC by the Clerk.   A visit is awaited by HDC to recommend the most appropriate ‘fixings’ for a new bin.  There are currently 6 bins owned and maintained by the Parish Council.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should budget for the replacement of these bins at the rate of one bin per year in future.
R043/08 Play Areas – Discuss and agree the required maintenance actions and make recommendations to the full Parish Council based upon the reports received from N W Adams (Annual) HDC and the Litter Warden for the play areas as follows:

i. The Village Centre

ii. The Common

iii. Charrington Way

iv. Singleton Road

The Clerk advised that whilst NW Adams had produced the annual report there seemed to be many items included which had been given to Playsafe Playgrounds for repair.  Discussions with Playsafe indicated that the work had been done after the inspection had taken place in June 2008.  A copy of the report was sent to Playsafe in July asking for their comment, they have carried out site visits and the Clerk awaits their response together with a quote for repairs based on this year’s annual report.  The Clerk advised that until this report is received it is difficult to assess the work that needs to be done, and that already completed.  

The Clerk made the members aware that there was one Medium/High risk item on the report relating to a swing at the Village Centre.  Playsafe advised in February that whilst this swing was old, it was not dangerous, and recommended that it be replaced in the near future; it has been agreed to replace the swing as part of the Big Lottery Project in 2009 and Playsafe should report on the state of this swing again following their visit. The Clerk advised that if this swing was deemed unsafe that immediate plans should be put in place to remove the swing.

It was RESOLVED to await Playsafe’s report and quote and re-visit as appropriate.  The Clerk will update the Recreation Committee upon receipt.
R044/08 Thelton Avenue Wall (far end of Playing Fields)

The Clerk has received a response from Land Registry enclosing Title Number WSX74598 (96 Thelton Avenue) and Transfer Title SX158733. The Title Number WSX74598 shows the boundary of the garage and drive leading up to the garage as bordering the wall in question.  The Transfer Title SX158733 suggests that dividing walls between the buildings and adjoining land shall be deemed as party walls and be maintained by the respective owners accordingly. 
The Clerk has referred this matter to HDC, Legal for advice and shared their response with the members present who in turn studied the content of the letter received.  HDC has looked at the documents sent and has concluded that it appears that there are no express responsibilities for the maintenance of the wall in the title documents and that in the absence of any provision in a transfer, neither of the adjoining land owners have a responsibility to repair.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council, given the advice received from HDC, take no further action other than to advise the resident who made the initial enquiry of the findings.  The Clerk will write to this resident. 
R045/08 Next Meeting 

25th November 2008 – 8.00pm (St John’s Church)  

Meeting closed 9.45pm
A schedule of five meetings for 2009 was provisionally agreed as follows:

Jan 26th, Mar 16th, June 15th, Sept 21st   & Nov 16th
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