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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 28th April 2008  
At 7.30pm at Shelley School

R011/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), M Curnock and B Hutton
Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs and one member of the public, Miss Robins, who had come to speak in connection with item 6 on the agenda (R016/08) 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. A Blann, V Edwards and I Johnston
R012/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.

R013/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Cllr. Jones advised that she had spoken to HDC, Peter Short with regard to bringing a Mobile Skate Park to the Village.  HDC has asked for potential locations and for two volunteers to help set the equipment up.  Cllr. Jones will approach The Shelley School and The Scout Group with regard to location and will pursue the matter of volunteers further.  There is also a requirement to check on specifics with regard to dates, space required, insurance etc. 

ii. The Clerk has received a response from the resident in Thelton Avenue with regard to the boundary wall adjoining the West end of Thelton Avenue garages.  The resident has included a copy of his land registry document which shows the garage and driveway stopping short of the boundary wall. The resident also wants it placed on record that he has drawn our attention to this wall, which is in poor condition and may be considered dangerous.  This information was shared with those members present who commented as follows:

· The wall was built at the time of the development in the mid to late 70’s.  

· The wall was not built at the bequest of the Parish Council.

· There was a covenant in place that land should be ‘open plan’ at the front of dwellings and that the garage blocks be shared.
· Minutes going back to 2000 would confirm previous investigations

The Clerk was advised to review these minutes and to ask the resident for a copy of the Title Deeds rather than the Land Registry which may show the full extent of the responsibility for the wall.
R014/08 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 18th February 2008 were accepted as a true record at this meeting and the Parish Council Meeting on 3rd March 2008.

The Chairman at this point suspended Standing Orders to deal with agenda item 6 (R016/08).

R015/08 Matters Arising
· The Clerk has met with Mr Bayne to establish the status of work carried out in the play areas. It is hoped that the work can be completed before the next annual inspection at the end of June, beginning of July 2008.

· Playsafe Playgrounds has been appointed to carry out the maintenance work in the play areas.  The equipment required has been received and we await a start date.

· Playsafe has advised that the swings to be replaced at The Village Centre and The Common do NOT need to be removed as a priority.

· Kent County Council advise that the Singleton Road fencing should be completed by the first week in May 2008.  It is understood that this work is now underway.

· Cllr. Edwards and the Clerk met with HDC with regard to the Big Lottery Grant and project documentation is being prepared by the Clerk; the Project Team is yet to be confirmed.

· The BBH Football Club presented to the Parish Council on 7th April 2008.

· The last Inspection Report from HDC, dated 28th February 2008, has been reviewed by the Clerk; all defects found will be attended to by Playsafe or by replacing the swings for which tenders are out.

· The bin at Singleton Road has been reported to HDC for repair.

· WSCC have requested a specification for the Bus Shelter at The Shelley; this is currently being reviewed to ensure that it is suitable for the area concerned.

R016/08 The Common 
A request from a resident to erect a marquee to host a wedding reception for approximately 35 people around June/July 2009 was considered.  The Clerk had, as requested, made some investigations on this matter as follows:

National Association of Local Councils

Common Land is not defined by who owns it but by the rights ‘commoners’ have over it.  In essence rights are ‘rights to pasture’.  Village Green – Councils may grant an easement over a village green but this will be dependent on the extent to which such use would injure the green.  When granting easements Councils should seek Legal Advice.

Parish Council - Title Deeds/Licence

· Recreational purposes generally

· The holding of fetes, exhibitions and displays for non-political purposes at such times as shall be agreed by the Council.

SALC – Sussex Association of Local Councils

Initial advice is not to allow use for a private function.  There is a significant insurance implication; the Council would at the very least expect the user to indemnify the Council against third party liability claims in this instance would have to produce cover for the 3 days.

Cllr. Hutton also raised the question of safety of the marquee, privacy and car-parking.

Miss Robins was asked to investigate Public Liability Insurance and report back to the Clerk.    The Clerk will ask HDC for Legal Advice.  Any further costs of investigating this matter further will have to be considered by the full Parish Council. 

R017/08 Playground Inspections - New matters arising or outstanding matters from ‘Inspection Reports’

i. The quote received from Playsafe for the replacement of the swings at The Common and The Village Centre was considered.  A further quote from Playdale was also reviewed.  At least one, if not two quotes are required before this can be considered further.  In light of the Big Lottery Award it was recommended to replace the swing at the Village Centre at a later date.  The Clerk will proceed to obtain a minimum of 3 quotes for the swing at The Common.
ii. It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of the replacing the Notice in the Singleton Road play area up to £45.  The Clerk will proceed to order this sign and have it fitted.
iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of two new ‘No Dog’ signs for the play area at The Common. These signs are ready available at a small cost.  The Clerk will proceed to order these signs for the handy-man to fix.
iv. It was RESOLVED to have the handy-man repair the chipped paint on the Orbitor and to paint over or clean off the graffiti on the climbing frame at The Common.  The Clerk will obtain further information on the loose fencing around the swing area at The Common. 
v. Charrington Way and The Common play surfaces – The Litter Warden has advised that tiles are loose and surfaces around some of the play equipment appear to be sinking or lifting at the edges.  It was RESOLVED to await the report from the Annual Inspection before initiating any repair.

vi. The Clerk was requested to obtain a quote for replacing the litter bin at Charrington Way as there are holes in the top and water is getting in.

vii. It was RESOLVED that The Clerk request that the handy-man remove the grass growing over the safety surfaces at The Common and Singleton Road.

viii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk request that the handy-man repair the ram-post at The Village Centre.

R018/08 Local Action Team Minutes – Action Points

i. Lay-by at The Common – It was RESOLVED that the lay-by should NOT be reduced by half; this amenity should remain.
ii. Post replacement at The Common – there are posts around The Common that require replacing.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should progress this matter further with the contractor who carried out the work previously. 
iii. Extra Trees at the Common – having considered this request it was RESOLVED that there is no need for additional trees at The Common.

iv. Lime Trees at The Common are shooting from the bottom of the trunks.  It is recommended that the work required is carried out during the Spring Clean (see below).

Cllr. Hutton advised that the Local Action Team (LAT) is considering a name change to Community Action Team (CAT)  
R019/08 Dog Bins

Consideration was given to the installation of new dog bins in the Village.  It was agreed that new bins would not solve the problem of irresponsible dog owners it was RESOLVED therefore that this is not an option.

R020/08 Annual Spring Clean

The 'Annual Spring Clean' will take place on Saturday 21st June from 10.00am.  This years ‘clean’ should include:

· The Limes Trees at the Common

· The Ducky Overflow

· The War Memorial
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk obtain bags to collect the waste and arrange collection of the same.  The Contractor used last time provided a very effective service and the Clerk should ascertain who was used.
R021/08 Gala Association and Cricket Club

i. It was RESOLVED to approve the Gala Associations request for the Annual Firework display on Saturday 8th November 2008.  The Clerk should write to confirm this and advise the BBH Football Club (Juniors) of the date.  Correspondence should be in line with previous year’s notifications.

ii. The Clerk has received notification from Broadbridge Heath Cricket Club of their intention to replace the All Weather Strip at the Cricket Ground.   It was RESOLVED that there is no objection to this work being carried out; the Clerk will inform the Cricket Club accordingly.
R022/08 Next Meeting 

23rd June 2008 – 8.00pm (Shelley School)

Meeting closed 9.10pm
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