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Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting

Held on Monday 18th February 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

R001/08  Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors J Jones (Chairman), A Blann, M Curnock, V Edwards and B Hutton.
Also present: Clerk - M Burroughs.

Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllr. I Johnston.
R002/08  Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

Cllr. Curnock declared a personal interest in R009/08 given his involvement with The Football Club.   There were no other declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.

R003/08  Chairman’s Announcements

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) advised that they have a team of people with experience of talking to young people about issues important to them.  A number of workshops are open to Parish Councils should they be interested in attending.  The Clerk was requested to find out more information with regard to the timing and cost of these workshops.
R004/08  Minutes of previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Recreation Committee Meeting held on 19th November 2007 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
R005/08 Matters arising
The Clerk reported that the handyman was on holiday but had advised that whilst some work had been carried out in the play areas, most would be done upon his return. 
R006/08 Playground Inspections

The Clerk distributed the latest HDC Inspection Report and the Weekly Inspection Reports prepared by Cllr. Hutton together with a report outlining observations on the progress being made to rectify the defects found in the play areas.     
The previous Clerk had put a number of technical repair items out to tender but there had only been two quotes received in the last 4 months to do the work.  The Clerk pointed out that there is a possibility that if the work is not done soon, that these repairs may become ‘High’ risk and to pursue further quotes in this instance may not be prudent or cost effective.  The Recreation Committee agreed that it was important to get this work underway and reviewed the two quotes received.  
It was RESOLVED that the technical work required in the play areas be done by Playsafe Playgroups at a cost of £748+VAT and that quotes be obtained to replace the Wicksteed Swing (Red) at the Common and the Flat Swing at the Village Centre.   The Clerk should also approach Playsafe to establish if these swings should be removed as a priority.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should meet up with the handyman upon his return from holiday to assess progress with regard to the maintenance schedule of repairs provided by the previous Clerk. 
A review of the requirement of a maintenance contract for the play areas was not discussed at this meeting.  The new Clerk will give this consideration in due course when the work has been completed by Playsafe and the handyman.
Cllr. Hutton was thanked for carrying out the weekly inspections during the Litter Warden’s absence.

R007/08  Broadbridge Heath Village Centre
It was RESOLVED that the request from Youth Services for the Snack Wagon to visit the car park at the Village Centre from Tuesday 26th February to Tuesday 1 April 2008 be approved.

A discussion took place with regard to whether alternative provision for young people, pending the introduction of new facilities, should be considered.  It was RESOLVED that, in light of Youth Services currently exploring other options and the successful bid for Big Lottery funding for a Youth Shelter, this matter be considered at a later date when these two options have been explored fully.

R008/08  Big Lottery Grant

Following a meeting with Horsham District Council and the receipt of project documentation from the HDC Portfolio Manager, the Clerk requested that the Recreation Committee:

i. Discuss and approve the Project Team that will work with HDC.

ii. Agree possible nominees for a Project Management event being held by AirS on 8th March 2008.

iii. Discuss and recommend to the Parish Council how this should be funded.

iv. Review and agree ‘actions’ as required in line with the Project Timescales and the Project Definition Report.

The Clerk distributed a copy of the Project Mandate to those members present together with a Project Team Structure and documents relating to roles, responsibilities and resource requirements.   The Recreation Committee expressed concern at the amount of time and effort involved and questioned whether there was the resource available to deliver the project and if there was scope for any flexibility to the approach being recommended by HDC and the Big Lottery.  
It was RESOLVED that Councillor Edwards and the Clerk meet with the Portfolio Manager, HDC to discuss these concerns and report back to the full Parish Council. 

R009/08  Broadbridge Heath Football Club

Consideration was given to the request from BBH Football Club to explore opportunities for developing community facilities.  It was RESOLVED that the Football Club be advised that an agenda item will be tabled for the Parish Council meeting on Monday 7th April 2008  so that The Football Club can present their thoughts and ideas.

R010/08  Next Meeting

Monday 21st April 2008 – Shelley School 8.00pm

Meeting closed 9.45pm
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