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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 1st March 2010 
8.00pm at St John’s Community Hall
038/10 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk – M Burroughs and one member of the public who has expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor.

Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. G Clark, M Curnock and D Sheldon (County), the PCSO Jeff Grant and the Clerk for Strategy & Development – H Dayneswood.

039/10 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests –
Cllrs V Edwards, I Johnston, J Jones and S Jackson declared an interest in 049/10 iv, the grant application from the Gala Association.  Cllr. S Jackson also declared an interest in 049/10 iii, the grant application from BBH Junior Football Club.  There were no other declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.
Cllr. Edwards reminded members of the requirement to keep their register of members’ interests up to date.
040/10 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Update on the Parish Councillor Vacancy – the vacancy has been advertised in the village magazine and on the notice boards in the village; there has been a number of enquiries.  Applicants have been encouraged to attend a Parish Council Meeting.  Whilst no deadline has been set, the Clerk advised that it is hoped that we can co-opt a new Councillor at the Annual Council Meeting in May 2010.

ii. CiLCA Results for the Clerk – the Clerk has submitted her portfolio to the SLCC.  At the first attempt, she has attained a pass in 23 of the 24 sections and has resubmitted the one section that has failed.  The Clerk is to be congratulated on this achievement.
iii. Supporters of Lodge Hill – Cllrs. indicated that they would support continued membership at a cost of £45 per year.  The Clerk will seek approval for payment at the next meeting.

iv. AirS West Sussex Rural Forum - There is a forum being held on Tuesday 23rd March at Billingshurst Village Hall concentrating on the issues relating to ‘affordable housing’ should Councillors wish to attend.
v. Minutes and Agendas - Cllrs. were requested to confirm by ‘read receipt’ or by acknowledging receipt of these documents by email from the Clerk.

041/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st February 2010 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
042/10 Police Matters

i. Update - The PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided his report in advance, a summary follows:

During January 2010, there were 13 crimes reported; mostly relating to theft and domestic crime.  Crime levels are extremely low at the present time.  Further information was provided on:

· Pavement Parking – inconsiderate motorists will be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice;
· Fire at Shelley Drive – nobody was harmed and there was minimal damage;
· Sheep on the A24 – reports of sheep loose on the road; the animals were unhurt and the farmer is working to prevent further breaks;
· Speed Indication Display – a meeting is to be held in March to discuss the scheme.

ii. Criminal Damage to swing seats at the Village Centre – the Clerk has reported damage, to Sussex Police, to swing seats which would appear to have been caused by dogs.  NHW has received similar reports with regard to seats showing evidence of having been chewed at The Common.  The PCSO is investigating this matter and NHW has been alerted.  An article will appear in the WSCT.  The Clerk awaits an inspection report from HDC as to whether the seats are high risk and require replacement at which time a decision as to whether to replace or remove will be made by the Parish Council.
There were no other Police matters to be referred to the PCSO.

043/10 Matters Arising
i. Real Time Passenger information – the Clerk advised that she had called WSCC, David Crockford, having received no response to previous mails requesting an update.  WSCC advised that the first tranche of signs are now in place in the Carfax and in Roffey and buses are currently being equipped to accept the new technology.  There is a new ‘sign’ option, pictures of which were circulated to the members present.  It was agreed that the Parish Council’s preference was for a sign previously selected but that they would like review the current options.  The Clerk will communicate with WSCC to obtain details of the signs currently available.
ii. Code of Conduct – HDC has advised that there is no longer a requirement for a new code to be adopted before the general election;

iii. Saxon Weald has refunded the £80 paid by the Parish Council to make the tree opposite the Shelley Arms safe.  Cllrs advised that another branch had broken off the tree and that it was lop-sided and potentially dangerous.  The Clerk will approach Saxon Weald for their comment on this matter.
iv. WSCC Transport Plan 2011 to 2016 – the feedback provided to WSCC was circulated to Councillors on 19th February; there is no further comment.
v. Grit Bins – the Clerk has written to WSCC and is awaiting a response.

044/10 Report from County Councillor

Cllr. David Sheldon was not present at this meeting.

045/10 Update on Strategy and Development
Cllr. Edwards provided an update as follows:

· An interim response has been sent to HDC, this has been circulated to Cllrs;
· WSCC has responded to the application and has serious misgivings with regard to the highways scheme.  WSCC has requested that more modelling is carried out and has asked Countryside for further information which is not currently available.  It has been agreed to review whether the services of a traffic consultant are required when further modelling is complete;

· The Reference Group continue to push for community consultation with regard to traffic calming.  Innovative traffic calming measures are required;

· S106 and Community Facilities – the Parish Council feel that they are in a better position than HDC to prioritise community facilities for the village and have requested that they are involved in the process and the final agreement.  Cllr. Horner will pursue this with Tom Crowley;

· There are various Reference Group Meetings booked in with HDC over the coming months.

The Parish Council’s final response cannot be agreed until further information is provided.  HDC has advised that the earliest determination date will be May 2010 but most likely will be in June or July.

046/10 Matters arising from the Recreation Meeting
i. Charrington Way Transfer Document for the Public Open Space – the Clerk advised that the transfer document asked for a common seal to be affixed to the deed.  As the Parish Council does not have a ‘seal’, HDC recommended that the deed be signed by two officials.  It was RESOLVED that Chairman and the Clerk sign the transfer deed of behalf of the Parish Council.

ii. Spring Clean – It was agreed to carry out the spring clean on Saturday 8th May.  The Clerk will make the arrangements for black bags and collection.

047/10 – Funfair on the Common
It was RESOLVED to agree to Mr P Shayler’s (Showtime Amusements) request to have the funfair on The Common from 24th to 26th September 2010.  The agreed fee will be £315 and there will be a period either side of these dates for set up and dismantling.  The Clerk will arrange for the necessary arrangements to be made and advise nearby residents of the Council’s decision.

048/10 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  

049/10 Finance
i. It was RESOLVED to approve 14.25 additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy & Development and 11 additional hours (Big Lottery 2 and CiLCA 9) for the Clerk.
ii. A list of accounts for February 2010 was prepared by the Clerk and circulated to Councillors present for review.  The Chairman requested that two Councillors approve the payments to be made and sign the cheques; the third signatory, as required by our bank mandate, was provided by the Chairman.
iii. Grant Application BBH Junior Football Club – it was RESOLVED to approve a grant of £750 the BBHJFC.

iv. Grant Application Gala – this will be carried forward to the next meeting.

v. Subscription to Local Council Update - it was RESOLVED to renew the subscription to include the web library service at a cost of £50 (total cost £100 to be shared with Slinfold).
050/10 Planning Update
The Clerk advised that there had been no new applications received; therefore no planning meetings were required.
HDC has permitted DC/09/2214, 57 Old Guildford Road, Conservatory. 
051/10 Consultations and Forth-coming meetings/activities – West Sussex Snow Summit

It was RESOLVED to provide feedback to WSCC as follows:

· Identify well used pedestrian routes to schools, shops the leisure area etc and make it policy to grit the pavements to make them safe;  contact the local communities/parish councils to identify key routes;

· Grit the main roads through village;

· Provide and fill lockable grit/salt bins around the village.

052/10 Roads and Footpaths
The following matters were discussed:

i. Traffic Island on the A264 bypass – Cllrs. considered the option to request the installation of a traffic island on the bypass where the bridleway/footpath crosses the A264 at Mill Lane.  It was agreed that the Clerk should approach WSCC, Highways to look at the feasibility of installing some type of crossing.

ii. Steps at the Underpass – WSCC, Highways had raised a 3 day job to make the necessary repairs to the steps following reports made by the Clerk that the steps were unsafe.
iii. Pot holes – The Clerks has reported a large number of potholes to Highways over the last month.  Whilst some repairs have been done, others are outstanding and some that have been repaired have opened up again.  It was agreed to provide a further list to WSCC, Highways.
iv. Hedge A264 behind Shelley Drive – the Clerk advised that she has received a communication from a resident who was concerned that the hedge was only to be cut on a 2 to 3 year cycle.  This decision was made by WSCC to protect the rare butterfly that lays its eggs in this hedgerow.  The Clerk referred the resident to WSCC, Highways for further comment.

v. Sullington Mead Verges – a resident has complained that the verges are in a poor state as a result of motorists parking their vehicles on the verges.  The Clerk referred this matter to Saxon Weald who has made contact with the PCSO and has suggested that bollards may be an option.  The Clerk has asked Saxon Weald if they would like to pursue this option further on behalf of their residents.
vi. Charrington Way Tree – there is a tree that is causing an obstruction to the footpath alongside the Lawson Hunt Industrial Estate.  Previously it had been agreed that the overhanging branches would be removed an employee on the estate (without accepting liability).  However, Lawson Hunt has now advised that they are not now prepared to do the work as it may result in damage to a neighbouring property.  It was agreed to refer this matter back to the WSCC, Access Ranger who should approach the landowner to carry out the necessary tree work.

vii. Charrington Way Footpath – the footpath is heavily water-logged and is flooding, a possible cause is water running off the roof of Stevens Garage onto the footpath; the Clerk will ask the Access Ranger to investigate.
viii. Byfleets Lane – there is excess litter on the corner of Byfleets Lane; the Clerk will ask the Litter Warden to visit this area and pick up the litter.
053/10 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for February 2010, totalling £1,937.28, be approved for payment.  A list of the payments authorised is given below.  Details of employee salaries and expenses are available upon request.
Payments February 2010
	Cheque

Payee

Narrative

£

100524

M Burroughs

Clerks salary and expenses

 

100525

Mr J Cate

Litter Wardens wages and expenses
 

100526

Mrs H Dayneswood

Clerk for S & D salary and expenses

 

100527

K B Gardening

Emergency Work - Sullington Mead 

80.00

100528

Rawlinson & Butler

Tennis Club Agreement - agreed fee

352.50

100529

Horsham PCC

Hall Hire - St John's Church

96.00

 

 

Total

 1,937.28 


	


054/10 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 15th March 2010 - Planning 7.30pm (if required) – Finance & Establishment 8.00pm.
Wednesday 7th April 2010- Planning 7.30pm (if required) – Parish Council 8.00pm.
Meeting closed 9.35pm
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