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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 1st February 2010 
8.00pm at St John’s Community Hall
019/10 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Cllr. D Sheldon (County), Parish Clerk – M Burroughs and the Clerk for Strategy & Development – H Dayneswood.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: PCSO Jeff Grant
020/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests –
There were no declarations of interest or changes notified to Members Interests.
021/10 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Bus Shelter Grant – There is no requirement at this time for additional bus shelters in the village but the Clerk was requested to establish the latest position with regard to the installation of Real Time Passenger Information signs.

ii. North Horsham CLC Meeting 1 March 2010 - Cllr. Clark will attend the meeting at 7.00pm.  Prior to this there is an event at 4.30pm to focus upon ways that the three tiers of local government can work more closely together.

iii. Code of Conduct – HDC’s Standards Committee has advised that the Parish Council will be expected to adopt a revised/new Code of Conduct before the general elections.  Details of the changes are not yet known but the Clerk will advise further, as soon as the information is received from HDC.
iv. Standing Orders – SALC has advised that revised Standing Orders are available for adoption.  The Clerk will obtain a copy and table this for discussion at the next Finance and Establishment Meeting.

v. Recycle (blue lid) Bin – Cllrs. expressed concern as to how the collection of these bins would operate.  At present there is no clear indication as to when the bins may arrive.
vi. Youth Club – Cllr. Jackson advised that the Youth Club had recently had an unfavourable peer review audit on one aspect, i.e. education and curriculum.  Cllr. Jackson was requested to establish if the Parish Council can be sent a copy of the audit report.  In addition, one of the Youth Team Leaders has resigned but a new leader has been recruited.

022/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 4th January 2010 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
023/10 Police Matters

The PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided his report in advance, a summary follows:

During January 2010, there were 50 calls made to Sussex Police of which only eight were actual crimes; four ‘domestic’ and four ‘theft’ related.  At the meeting of the Broadbridge Heath and Warnham Neighbourhood Policing Panel two priorities have been set; one regarding Vehicle Related Crime and the second to promote Neighbourhood Watch.  Currently there are no issues of note with regard to Anti Social Behaviour.
Junior Neighbourhood Watch (JNHW) - JNHW was started at Shelley Primary School on Thursday 21st January 2010.  Nine students have joined the scheme which is run every Thursday after school, as an after school club.  The press also attended and an article was in the last edition of the WSCT.

024/10 Matters Arising
i. Tennis Club Agreement – the Chairman has signed the agreement.  The Clerk awaits the signed copy from the Tennis Club.

025/10 Report from County Councillor

Cllr. David Sheldon provided a report on the following:
· WSCC Budget – there will be a 2.5% increase.  Cuts in children and youth services are expected but there will be an extra budget for ‘Highways’.
· Pinewood Close Verges – Southern Water has been asked to make good the damage to the verges; the work is still outstanding.
· Road signs around the village – these will be repaired/replaced.

· Roundabout Sponsorship – Cllrs. had previously received an update by email.

· Grit Bins – Denne Neighbourhood Council has been supplied with information on the supply of new ‘bins’; the Clerk will pursue this further.
Allotments – Cllr. Sheldon is investigating possibilities with regard to leasing land to the North East of Homebase, from WSCC.  Local County Councillors have discussed this matter at a preliminary meeting for the CLC; it is hoped that this will be raised again at the CLC Meeting on the 1st March, which Cllr. Clarke has volunteered to attend.  The Clerk also advised that a local land owner had been in contact but availability of land was subject to discussion with the developers.

Cllr. Sheldon also suggested that a feasibility study should be undertaken to look at access, services etc.  This will be pursued further following feedback from the CLC. 
026/10 Strategy and Development
The Clerk for Strategy & Development provided an update as follows:

Activities

· The LDC has met to review the outline application;

· The Reference Group has met with HDC and Denne;

· HDC North Development Committee Meeting – Cllr. England spoke at the meeting to represent the views of the Parish Council;

· The LDC has met with the developer, Countryside.

Status

· The Parish Council has submitted a draft response to HDC, some further changes are required;

· A Freedom of Information request has been made for a copy of the ‘Viability Assessment’ from Countryside;

· HDC has requested a detailed response to the application, as well as a high level response;

· HDC’s earliest determination date is March, although indications are that this is likely to be later;
· The Parish Council has requested from HDC that they have more involvement in the S106 agreement.

If the application is approved as ‘outline’, detailed applications will follow.  Countryside will retain the responsibility for delivery but some of the build may be by another developer.  Also, a series of Reference Group meetings is in HDC’s diary, the Clerk for S & D will find out more about the content/agenda for these meetings.
Further comment by the Parish Council
It was requested that the final response to HDC reflect further concerns identified following the meeting with Countryside.  These concerns are in connection with speed limits, link roads, traffic calming, traffic information and the level of affordable housing.  It was agreed to incorporate these into the Parish Council’s response.

027/10 Consider whether to engage a traffic consultant from PFA to assist with the technical analysis of the traffic/transport solution proposed by Countryside Properties in their recent outline planning application for the West of Horsham development.
A discussion took place as to whether to engage a consultant.  A motion was put forward and seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously that a ‘traffic consultant’ be engaged as necessary, using the budget of up to £7,000, to test compliancy with the Transport Assessment and/or critique any next stage.  The Clerk for S&D will pursue options.
028/10 – WSCC Transport Plan 2011-2016

It was intended to discuss and agree the feedback to the consultation based on the questionnaires received from Cllrs.  However, as the deadline for completion was 31st January 2010, the Clerk advised that she had collated the seven responses received from the Cllrs. and completed an on-line return on behalf of the Parish Council.  A copy of the response was available for review in the ‘documents box’.  Cllrs. asked that they be emailed a copy of the completed return.

029/10 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  

030/10 Circulation of agendas and minutes to Councillors by email
It was RESOLVED to have three month trial period whereby the Clerk circulates the agenda and minutes of meetings to Councillors by email.
031/10 Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 19th April 2010
In addition to the Chairman’s report, possible agenda items for the meeting are as follows:

· Neighbourhood Watch and Junior Neighbourhood Watch.
· Youth Club and Partnership for Older People.
· Updates from the sub-committees (Planning and Recreation).
032/10 Finance
i. It was RESOLVED to approve 20.5 additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy & Development.  There were no additional hours for the Clerk.
ii. A list of accounts for January 2010 was prepared by the Clerk and circulated to Councillors present for review.  The Chairman requested that two Councillors approve the payments to be made and sign the cheques; the third signatory, as required by our bank mandate, will be provided by the Chairman or Vice Chairman.
iii. Guaranteed Investment Account – It was RESOLVED to reinvest the balance of £55,262.28 for a further six months from 19th February 2010.

iv. New bank account – a discussion took place as to whether to open a new account which would provide a better rate of return and spread the risk of having funds of >£50,000 in any one bank account.  It was agreed to review other opportunities to invest funds particularly with ‘ethical’ banks and look at options at the next Finance and Establishment Meeting.
033/10 Planning Update
HDC has made a decision on the following applications, as detailed below: 

	REF
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	HDC Decision

	DC/09/2174
	Whitecot, Church Lane Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3ND
	2-storey side extension and detached double garage
	Application Permitted

	DC/09/2143
	Barnetts, 13 Old Guildford Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3JT
	Retention of change of use of part of barbers shop to a custom tattoo studio
	Application Permitted

	DC/09/2116
	Wickhurst Gardens, Wickhurst Lane Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3LE
	Surgery to 6 Oak Trees
	Application Permitted

	DC/09/2062
	2 Mulberry Gardens Old Guildford Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3NH
	Rear conservatory
	Application Permitted


New application(s)
The following application was considered with feedback to be provided to HDC as follows:

	REF
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	Comment

	DC/09/2150
	16 Castle Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3NB
	Block 2 front windows and replace with 1 bay window with Georgian frames
	No Objection


034/10 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities
Cllr. Clark provided an update on the recent HALC Meeting; topics included stronger engagement with local communities, the future of CLC’s, the future of schooling and the measures councils can take in extreme weather conditions.  The minutes will be circulated when received.

The Clerk advised that HDC is hoping to roll out e-consultation for planning applications sometime after March 2010.  This initiative will be discussed with the Planning Committee when more information becomes available.

035/10 Roads and Footpaths
The following matters were discussed:

i. Pavements at the end Pinewood Close – a request has been made to WSCC, Highways to establish if anything can be done to improve the pavements at the end of the close to prevent pedestrians from slipping onto the road during icy conditions.  This is currently being investigated by ‘Highways’.

ii. Thelton Avenue Damaged Wall – correspondence from a resident (previously circulated to Cllrs) was discussed.  It has been suggested by this resident that the Parish Council consider creating an alternative entrance to the field.  It was agreed to investigate this matter further (without accepting liability) by contacting ‘Land Registry’ to further determine title/ownership of the entrance and garage block area and also canvass opinion from the residents.  The Clerk will investigate further.

iii. Upkeep of Mulberry Gardens – Barratt’s has indicated that they would be prepared to make a one-off settlement for future maintenance of the area outside the Mulberry Gardens estate.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask HDC to make contact with Barratt’s to provide details of the offer that they would be prepared to make and that this be considered by the Parish Council when it is received.
iv. Potholes – details of potholes around the village were provided; the Clerk will report these to WSCC, Highways.

v. Old Guildford Road/Charrington Way Footpath – Cllr. Horner advised that this had been water-logged.  The Clerk advised that this had been investigated and action taken by WSCC, Access Rangers.
vi. Charrington Way Footpath – tree blocking the path – the Clerk will liaise with the Industrial Estate, who have offered (without liability) to remove the branches from the tree that are encroaching upon the footpath; this course of action has been approved by WSCC, Access Rangers.

vii. Tree damaged behind the bus shelter opposite The Shelley pub – the Clerk invoked her emergency powers during the snow to make safe a tree at a cost of £80.  It is hoped that this can be recovered from Saxon Weald whose land the tree is on.

viii. Traffic Island A264 – Cllr. Dixon asked whether an ‘island’ could be put in place on the bypass where the footpath at the end of the Village Centre playing fields crosses the road.  This will be tabled for discussion at a future meeting.
036/10 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for January 2010, totalling £5,273.63, be approved for payment.  A list of the payments authorised is given below.  Details of employee salaries and expenses are available upon request.
Payments January 2010
	Cheque

Payee

Narrative

£

100514

M Burroughs

Clerks salary and expenses

 

100515

Mr J Cate

Litter Wardens wages and expense
 

100516

Mrs H Dayneswood

Clerk for S & D salary and expenses

 

100517

Burleys

Maintenance to 31/01/2010

705.00

100518

Ricoh UK Ltd

Quarterly charge for rental

184.98

100519

EDF Energy

Quarterly charge for streetlight

26.67

100520

West Sussex Mediation Service

Donation approved Jan 2010

100.00

100521

St Catherine's Hospice

Donation approved Jan 2010

200.00

100522

Sussex County Playing Fields Association

Donation approved Jan 2010

15.00

100523

Horsham District Council (BBH YOUTH CLUB)

Grant approved Jan 2010

2,700.00

 

 

Total

 5,273.63 


	


037/10 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 15th February 2010 – Planning 7.30pm (if required)

Monday 15th February 2010 – Recreation 8.00pm

Monday 1st March 2010 Planning 7.30pm (if required) – Parish Council 8.00pm.

Meeting closed 10.35pm

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council


PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9XX


Telephone: 01403-785864. Mobile 07733 359479


Email:clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk











