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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 6th July 2009 
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
112/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors M Curnock (Chairman), G Clark, J England, B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk - M Burroughs, Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood and Cllr. D Sheldon (County).
There were four members of the public present in connection with 120/09.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. A Blann, N Dixon, V Edwards, S Horner (District) and the PCSO J Grant.

113/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – Cllr. G Clark declared a personal interest in 125/09 (iii), the Gatwick Airport Draft Noise Action Plan; there were no other Declarations of Interests or changes notified to Members Interests.

114/09 Chairman’s Announcements

i. HDC’s letter in connection with Unlicensed Events – it was agreed that no response is necessary but Cllrs. noted the comments made and will pass on the advice given by HDC, as appropriate, to organisations hosting licensable events in the village.  

ii. Allotments - HDC’s letter dated 9th June 2009 to a resident in the village – it was agreed that the Clerk request that a representative from HDC attend the next Recreation Committee Meeting to discuss the response from HDC to this resident and to provide the necessary support for securing allotments for existing residents in the village.  The Parish Council noted that HDC had failed to secure land set aside at Charrington Way and to the north of the Old Guildford Road following previous developments in the village.  Allotments were originally on the site of the Shelley School and as such this area should be earmarked for a future allotment site, should the school site become available as part of the new development.

iii. Community Facilities Contribution of £4,000 (HDC) & Transport Contributions £13,000 (WSCC) – Cllrs. Noted that the ‘Communities’ contribution was available and will consider how this may be spent in future.  The subject of Transport Contributions being held by WSCC totalling £13,000 was also discussed as WSCC had advised that £8,000 of the £13,000 is time barred and should be utilised by 2011.  WSCC’s proposal is that this be used for Real Time Passenger Information signage.  The Parish Council has already agreed to a sign in the bus shelter at the Shelley Arms but felt that all shelters should have a sign.  It was also suggested that contributions could be used to resurface the Shelley Drive footpath/bridleway.  The Clerk will advise WSCC of these recommendations.  

There were no other matters received since the publication of this agenda that required immediate attention.
115/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st June 2009 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
116/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but had provided an update for the month as follows:
i. The PCSO resumes work in the community on 13th July 2009.

ii. A report has been provided on the arrangements made by the Police during the Tesco ‘roadworks’ and the Clerk has received a report of traffic related issues through the village between 13 May and 8 June 2009.
iii. The PCSO has given his views on traffic calming around the One Stop shop and will target motorists parking dangerously in this area.

iv. There has been an increase in thefts from garages and sheds.

v. The PCSO’s are working with the schools with regard to vandalism of the Youth Shelter.

vi. The SID Co-ordinators Meeting is on 15th July 2009 at Horsham Police Station.  Cllr. Milbank has volunteered to attend this meeting and be the Parish Council’s Co-ordinator.

vii. There have been a number of complaints registered with regard to the travellers on the bypass.

Cllr. Jones advised that she would be attending the next Policing Panel Meeting on 13th July 2009.

101/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. A response to the letter sent to WSCC with regard to a pedestrian crossing around the One Stop shop in the village has been received.  WSCC has carried out a site visit and concluded that the area would not be suitable for a crossing; they have advised that they are happy to meet on site to discuss this further.  Cllrs. Horner and Milbank have volunteered to meet with WSCC; the Clerk will make the necessary arrangements.

ii. Roundabout Sponsorship – the Parish Council’s views on the Tesco roundabout have been communicated to WSCC.  The Parish Council has reserved the right to say NO unless planting is acceptable.

iii. The work to widen the road at the exit to Tesco has now been completed.

iv. Any other matters arising since the publication of this agenda.

The Chairman suspended standing orders at this point so that the members of the public present could speak on matters arising from the Recreation Meeting (see 120/09); standing orders resumed with 118/09.
118/09 Review of the Proposed Parish Office Requirements and agree feedback to HDC

It was RESOLVED that the requirements advised to HDC in June 2008 by the Clerk for Strategy & Development had not changed; HDC will be advised accordingly.

119/09 Strategic Development

The Clerk for Strategy & Development provided an update to those members present on the recent decisions made by HDC with regard to ‘Affordable Housing’; HDC has agreed that the target for Berkeley’s should be 20% instead of the original 40% specified.  It was noted that HDC has largely stuck to other aspects of the S106 agreement. Further outline plans from Berkeley and new or amended plans from Countryside are expected in October 2009.

120/09 Receive an update and consider and agree the next appropriate steps for matters arising from the previous Parish Council and Recreation Meetings with regard to:

i. The Parish Council considered and discussed the proposal from the young people with regard to re-building the dirt jumps area (see minutes 106/09 viii & R027/09).  Following on from the Recreation Meeting the young people had:

· Met with the contractor (RPS Contractors), as recommended by the Parish Council, to discuss the requirements for using a digger to help to re-build the jumps and create a smaller area for younger children to use their bikes.

· Visited the Tilgate Park dirt jumps area and taken 25 or so photos which have been emailed to the Clerk.  These photos show that the jumps in Tilgate Park are higher and wider than those that they intend to build.

The Clerk advised that she had:

· Contacted Crawley Borough Council (CBC) as suggested by Trevor Beadle (HDC).  CBC does not manage the Tilgate area, they advised that a user group have built this area up and they suggested that we contact Crawley Cycling Club and Brighton Council who both may provide support and advice.  Crawley Cycle Club was contacted and they have offered to provide expertise on the size/width of the jumps etc. and that they would be willing to meet with the young people and the Parish Council on site to provide guidance in this area.  Crawley Borough Council also recommended that a ROSPA inspection be carried out upon completion.

The Clerk has also contacted Brighton Council as they have gone through a similar exercise recently to create a dirt jumps area using a digger; they are yet to respond. 

It was RESOLVED that, provided the Parish Council could seek assurance that the proposed style, size and width of the jumps were suitable for purpose on the site, that the young people could use RPS Contractors to help them rebuild the jumps.  A budget has already been approved and the decision has been delegated to the Recreation Committee.  A ROSPA Inspection was also agreed.
The Clerk and the Recreation Chairman will seek expertise help with regard to providing assurance and advice for the re-build of the jumps and make the necessary arrangements with the young people to hire a contractor and provide expert advice and support for the re-build. 
ii. The Tennis Club Agreement (see minutes 105/09 & R029/09 iii)

Mike Coombs and Nick Trout from the Tennis Club outlined their progress to date with regard to signing the agreement which was due to be renewed on 1 April 2009.  The Tennis Club committee and their solicitors had reviewed the content of the lease and had also commissioned a report with regard to the surface of the courts.  The Tennis Club had provided the Clerk with their comments on the agreement and this was distributed to members prior to the meeting; an abridged version follows, the Parish Council’s response is in bold and italics:
· Clause 1 - Leases in excess of 7 years are subject to compulsory registration and stamp duty – propose that the lease is for 7 years to avoid this extra obligation.  - The Parish Council will check the position with regard to stamp duty with their solicitors. 
· Clause 1 - £75 represents the membership fee of one couple or 3.1% of the total annual membership fees. Propose £1 peppercorn rent allowing a further £74 pa to be allocated to the court maintenance sinking fund. – The Parish Council stands by their previous decision that the rent should be £75 per annum to cover administration costs. 
· Delete clause 2 - The tennis committee do not consider this to be in the spirit of a peppercorn rent. The Parish Council agrees that clause 2 can be deleted.
· Clause 3 xvii Repairing obligations – amend clause to define “Surface Repair” as restricted to:- …resurfacing, but not to the extent of rectification of structural issues relating to the sub-standard foundations constructed when the courts were originally commissioned by the BBH Parish Council in 1982. Foundation repairs required to rectify subsidence or heave damage is not the responsibility of the trustees of BBH Tennis Club but is the sole responsibility of BBH Parish Council.  The Parish Council advised that this council did not exist in 1982 and that the courts would then have been the responsibility of North Horsham Rural Council which no longer exists.  It was agreed to amend the clause to define “Surface Repair” as restricted to:- …resurfacing, but not to the extent of rectification of structural issues relating to the foundations. 

The Parish Council also agreed that in the event of damage to the foundations that no party is liable.  A note of this will be recorded on the Tennis Club file. 
We have been advised that the requirement for the provision of adequate public liability insurance should also be included in the lease agreement.  The Parish Council will add this to the lease together with the requirement to produce an annual Risk Assessment
Legal Fees

We agree that legal fees for a limited re-drafting of the agreement are to be borne 50:50 up to a max of £200. Thereafter each party bears its own legal costs.  The Parish Council agreed that the fees should be combined and split 50:50. 
Other to Facilitate Court Resurfacing during 2009/2010

· We have been advised by a court resurfacing contractor that in order to save VAT it is common for clubs with lease agreements with local councils to name the council as the contracting party and for the club to reimburse the council the contract price excluding VAT.  Would BBH PC be willing to consider a thoroughly researched proposal in this respect assuming of course that the Parish Council can recover VAT?  The Parish Council agreed that they would be willing for the Clerk to recover the VAT if it is possible and ‘common’ to do so.  This however requires research by both parties into the legality of doing this.  The Clerk for Strategy & Development advised caution and will provide the Clerk with guidance in this area.
· Would the parish council be prepared to offer a contribution towards the resurfacing? Assuming that we can save the VAT as detailed above, a contribution from the Council of £3,500 would allow the resurfacing of both courts to be undertaken later this year at a total cost excl. VAT of approximately £15,000.  The Parish Council asked that Warnham Parish Council be approached with a similar request as membership is shared between the two villages.  The Parish Council also suggested that the club contacts HDC with regard to small grant opportunities.  The Clerk will send the club a grant application form for the Parish Council to consider at the next meeting in September but pointed out that there is no specific budget for this from Precept this year. 
· The Committee has been advised by the LTA that resurfacing should last 10 years. The committee will undertake a full review of its membership fee structure with a view to accumulating a court resurfacing sinking fund over the next 9 to 10 years to ensure that subsequent resurfacing is undertaken in a timely manner.  The Parish Council noted the action being taken and enquired as to the level of fees and how they compared to other clubs in the area.
iii. Cricket Club – Update on the issues raised at the Recreation Meeting if available (R028/09)

The Clerk advised that she had received no communications from the Cricket Club since the meeting; there was therefore no update to provide.
121/09 Village Magazine

The proposal from Eyelevel Designs was compared with the costs to publish the magazine ‘in house’ and use a distributor.  It was agreed that Eyelevel Design provided the best solution at minimal cost.  The Clerk will proceed to work with this company to provide four magazines a year.

122/09 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
123/09 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve 45 additional hours for the Clerk for the Big Lottery Project. (25 to be allocated to the project and 20 to budgeted overtime as part of the work undertaken during the year was in respect of refurbishing the existing play area.  One additional hour for the Clerk for S & D was also agreed.
ii. A list of accounts for June 2009 was circulated for approval.
iii. The previous Broadbridge Heath Youth Club has transferred £1,690 to HDC for the new Youth Club based at the Leisure Centre.

iv. Victim Support – The application for a grant will be considered at the next Parish Council Meeting.

v. It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations at 30 June 2009.

vi. The clerk has details of cheque signatories for wages and monthly payments due in August (for July 2009) when the Parish Council does not meet.

vii. The Annual Accounts have been posted on the Notice Board and at the Village Centre and can be viewed in detail by the public by appointment during July.

124/09 Planning Matters Update
An update was provided; the minutes from the Planning Meeting will be published under separate cover.
125/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities
i. Consultation - Partial Review in relation to policy H7 – Provision for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People.  It was agreed that no response is required.

ii. Consultation - HDC’s Statement of Licensing Policy in respect of the Gambling Act 2005.  It was agreed that no response is required.

iii. Consultation – Gatwick Airport – Draft Noise Action Plan 2010 -2015.  It was agreed to revisit this consultation at the next meeting in September 2009.

126/09 Roads and Footpaths
i. Matters reported in the last month

· Thelton Ave/Bearsden Way – sewage on road.

· Hedges & Overhanging vegetation - Shelley School, Shelley Arms and opposite Old Guildford Road, Mulberry Gardens, St. John’s Crescent/Wickhurst Lane and the One Stop shop.

· Drain cover at the underpass.
· Pot holes 43 Billingshurst Road and 102-104 Sullington Mead.
ii. Outstanding matters 

· Hedge outside 1 Old Post Office Cottages.  WSCC visited the site with the Clerk and Cllr. Horner and whilst it was noted that the hedge is well kept, it has grown out onto the footpath.  It was suggested that a personal visit by the PCSO may be in order; the Clerk will ask the PCSO if he will attend to this matter.

iii. Any urgent matters to report - None

127/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for June 2009 totalling £50,730.99 be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
128/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 20th July – Planning 8.00pm (if required)
Monday 3rd & 17th August - Planning 8.00pm (if required)

Monday 7th September - Planning 7.30pm (if required) and Parish Council Meeting 8.00pm 

Meeting closed 10.35pm
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