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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 1st June 2009 
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
095/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk - M Burroughs, Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood and M Hodgson (County).
There were 2 members of the public present and Julie Maxted, Holbrook Pages. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: PCSO J Grant.

096/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – Cllr. N Dixon declared a personal interest in 105/09, the Tennis Club Agreement as he is a member of the Tennis Club; there were no other Declarations of Interests or changes notified to Members Interests.

097/09 Village Magazine 

i. Julie Maxted, Holbrook Pages joined the meeting to discuss the publication of the Village Magazine.  She has concluded that it would not be viable for her business to publish our village magazine; the cost for each publication (including distribution) would be around £1,000 which could not be recovered from advertising.  
ii. The Clerk has asked Eyelevel Design, who has offered to discuss the publication of a magazine on the same basis as Rodney Goldsmith, to provide the Parish Council with more information.
It was RESOLVED in the meantime to look to publishing the magazine by having it printed ourselves and paying for distribution.  The Clerk will investigate this option. 

098/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. HDC’s Health & Safety request that a post & rail fence be erected alongside the access pathway onto the football fields and play area was considered.  Members present are in agreement to erecting this fence which will cost £400 by obtaining a grant initiated by the Young People via Youth Services subject to The Village Centre Management Committee’s approval.  Cllr. Edwards will seek permission from the Chairman, Mr V Pratt. 
The Chairman suspended standing orders so that the members of the public present could speak on traffic issues through the village particularly in light of the recent road-works at Tesco.  These members referred to the recent article in the WSCT, the significant increase in the volume of the traffic generally in the last 20 years, an increase in commercial traffic and the mounting of pavements and health and safety issues, particularly around the One Stop shop.  They also stated that the favoured Option 1 will push more traffic through the village and that the Parish Council should look to securing traffic calming very early on in the development.  Cllr. Edwards advised that there would be a public consultation on traffic calming.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would approach West Sussex County Council and request that a Safety Officer reviews the current position, irrespective of the new development, perhaps with a view to putting in a pedestrian crossing around the One Stop shop.  Cllr. Horner will raise these issues at her meeting with HDC on 2nd June and these matters will also be raised at the next Reference Group meeting on 8th June 2009.
The Parish Council’s response/action to Traffic Issues on the Billingshurst Road in light of the recent road- works at the Tesco roundabout was discussed. The Clerk advised that the relevant people at HDC, WSCC and the Police had been notified of the problems and asked for their help and support in alleviating this short term problem for BBH.  After further discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk make contact with WSCC, Highways with the following suggestions:

· Alternative road layouts to create a one way system exiting onto the A24.
· More strategically placed signage offering alternative routes.

· Improved phasing of traffic lights.
· Improved safety measures through the village and of the central reservation on the bypass. 

The Chairman also shared a report from the PCSO on a recent deployment of SID.

ii. WSCC has asked to meet with the Chairman and the Clerk to gain a greater understanding of the issues that are of importance in the parish and to find out if the parish wishes to become more involved with the CLC.  It was noted that the CLC always meet on a Monday which coincides with Parish Council meetings and that the biggest issue facing the village at present is the new development, speeding through the village and traffic calming.  Councillors were requested to consider any other issues that should be fed back to the CLC.

There were no other matters received since the publication of this agenda that required immediate attention.
099/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the AGM of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 6th May 2009, subject to a change in 079/09 – Police Cover (the matter was to be referred to the PCSO’s superiors) be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
100/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a detailed report, the key issues follow:
i. Our temporary point of contact is Tracy Field from 1 June 2009.
ii. Neighbourhood Policing Panel Meeting – 13th July (6.00pm) BBHVC.

iii. An update on Village Matters can be found on the Sussex Police Website via the PCSO’s blog; a copy of this update was made available for members to read.
101/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:
i. Arriva has accepted liability for the damage to the bus shelter and their insurers will be settling the invoice directly with Bus Shelters Ltd.  The shelter will be replaced at the end of June 2009.

ii. The Cricket Club has requested that they meet with the Recreation Chairman and Clerk to discuss outstanding issues with regard to repair and maintenance of the grounds and equipment.  The Cricket Club will be attending the next Recreation Meeting on 15th June 2009.
102/09 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson spoke on the following matters:

· Roundabout Sponsorship and the response with regard to the Farthings Hill roundabout from Neil Smith, WSCC Highways;

· HGV signs are being pursued but may not be installed until the end of the year;
· Whilst no longer our County Councillor given the boundary changes, he is happy to be consulted as required.

Cllr. Edwards thanked Cllr. Hodgson for his contribution to meetings over the last 8 years. 

103/09 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
104/09 Real Time Passenger Information – It was RESOLVED to approve WSCC/HDC’s request that a Real Time Passenger Information display be erected in the bus shelter next to the Shelley Arms provided that the display is one of the smaller types available.
105/09 Tennis Club Agreement – the points raised following Cllr. Johnston’s recent inspection visit to the Tennis Club and discussions with them on the renewal of the agreement were considered.  A recent LTA Inspection has highlighted that the court surface is breaking up and to remedy this matter could cost anywhere between £16,000 and £70,000.  The Tennis Club Committee are also not prepared to sign the lease as it currently stands as there is reference made to personal liability of the committee who act as tenants and an index-linking clause for the rent which is considered to be unnecessary.  

It was RESOLVED that the index linking clause be deleted and that the agreement could run for 20 years instead of 10 years.  It was also RESOLVED that the clause with regard to personal liability should stand, if the Tennis Club wish for the agreement to be drafted in any other way then they should approach our solicitors and bear any additional costs involved. 
Cllr. Johnston agreed to meet with the Tennis Club Committee to update them.  

106/09 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve 7 additional hours for the Clerk for the Big Lottery Project.
ii. A list of accounts for May 2009 was circulated for approval.
iii. HDC has credited our bank account with £28,500 (95%) of the Big Lottery Grant.

iv. It was RESOLVED to renew membership to the Open Spaces Society of £40 per annum.

v. The Clerk has secured a refund of £175 from HM Customs & Revenue for doing the PAYE and NI Contributions on line.

vi. BBH Tennis Club has paid their peppercorn rent of £75 for the year.

vii. The EC Grant has been increased to £5,908 from £4,273 following a review by HDC.

viii. It was RESOLVED that the members of the Recreation Committee can approve a cost of up to £500 so that the young people in village can hire a digger to repair and create jumps at BMX track.  Cost to come from Youth and Older Peoples Provision/Budget or by way of a grant from WSCC, Youth Services.  This will be subject to there being expert input and adequate safety standards.  
iii. The Annual Accounts have been submitted to our external auditors Mazars.
107/09 Planning Matters Update
An update was provided; the minutes from the Planning Meeting will be published under separate cover.
108/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities - None

109/09 Roads and Footpaths
i. A264 Newbridge & Wickhurst Lane, Roundabout Sponsorship – The maintenance of the Newbridge roundabout has already been approved by the CLC.  The Parish Council OBJECTS to the planting of trees on Wickhurst Lane roundabout although would not object to low level shrubs. 
The Clerk will advise Neil Smith, WSCC Highways of the Council’s views on this matter.

ii. 25 Old Guildford Road – there is damage to the pavement which would appear to be as a result of water damage from a drain.

iii. St. John’s Crescent – there is raw sewage escaping from a drain at the bottom of the crescent.

iv. One Stop Shop – the hedge is encroaching on the footpath and needs to be cut back.

v. Old Place, Wickhurst Lane – there is a dead tree in the grounds of this property and vegetation is encroaching upon the footpath.

The Clerk will report these matters or write to the owners concerned.

110/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for May 2009 totalling £3,433.02 be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
111/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 15th June 2009 - Planning Committee – 7.30pm (if required) followed by Recreation at 8.00pm
Monday 6th July 2009 – Planning Committee 7.30pm (if required) followed by Parish Council at 8.00pm
Meeting closed 10.20pm
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