[image: image1.png]


   
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 6th April 2009 
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
054/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), M Curnock, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk - M Burroughs and M Hodgson (County).
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. A Blann, G Clark and I Johnston, the PCSO J Grant and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
There was one member of the public present, the District Councillor for Denne, and Rachel Skidmore (HACVS).
055/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – There were no Declarations of Interests or changes notified to Members Interests.

056/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Arrangement for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Village Magazine – Chanctonbury Press, who have published our magazine, has advised that they cannot produce this quarter’s magazine as they have been unable to fill the advertising space.  The Annual Parish Meeting was to feature in this edition.  Arrangements have been made to deliver a flyer to all households by the end of the week.  Cllr. Horner will explore who publishes the Holbrook News.  The Clerk will make enquiries with regard to pages in The Advertiser.  

The Clerk asked Parish Councillors to arrive 20 minutes early to help set up the hall, refreshments will not be served.
ii. Discuss the concern raised by David Bridges, Cricket Club that the BMX area poses a Health & Safety risk to young people.  It was agreed that the Clerk should establish the legal status of this area by seeking advice from HDC, Leisure.  A RoSpa type inspection may also be considered.  This matter should be referred to the next Recreation Committee.

iii. It was RESOLVED to approve Showtime Amusements request to hold the family fun fair on the Common between Friday 25th September and Sunday 27th September (arriving 21st, leaving 28th September).  No change in fee (£315) or conditions suggested, although this year the fair will not open until the Friday and will open instead on Sunday instead of the Thursday evening.  The Clerk will write to the residents in the area to advise them that the fair will be on the Common during this period and deal with the contract with Showtime Amusements.
iv. Request by Horsham Ambassadors to use the Common as a football field for juniors – It was RESOLVED that the Common should NOT be used by this football club.
v. Charrington Way Play Signs – A resident has communicated with the Clerk suggesting that the signs are confusing e.g. NO Dogs being interpreted as no dogs in the field rather than just the play area.  The Clerk is investigating alternatives.
vi. WSCC Playbuilder Grant – The Clerk has received details of a grant opportunity which could be used to improve the Charrington Way play areas.  The Clerk will forward the information to the Recreation Committee for discussion at their next meeting.
057/09 Presentation by Rachel Skidmore – Horsham Area for Community Voluntary Services (HACVS)
Rachel Skidmore advised that HACVS is a registered charity providing community services including:

· one to one support for voluntary and community groups;

· funding for projects;

· health checks for organisations with staff;

· finance and budgeting;

· training (most of which is free).

Literature detailing the services provided was left with the Parish Council. 
058/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2009 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
059/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a detailed report, a summary follows:
i. Reports of anti-social behaviour in the Singleton Road play area;

ii. Break in to a garage off Sleets Road;

iii. Update on the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme;

iv. Thefts of power tools from Homebase;

v. Youth Club Committee – the PCSO is now a member;

vi. Complaints of speeding through the village.

Priorities for the village for the next quarter are speeding through the village and pavement parking outside the One Stop shop.

There were no other matters to report.
060/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. Cllr. Blann volunteered for the role of co-ordinator for NHW; unfortunately, the PCSO had to decline as volunteers have to be on e-mail or have access to e-mail.

ii. Cllr. Nye will be attending the Annual Parish Meeting

iii. Saxon Weald has confirmed that the posts at Sullington Mead will have ‘NO BALL GAMES’ signs following complaints from some residents.  The Parish Council strongly objects to these signs being put up.  The Clerk will write to Saxon Weald to this effect and establish whether Saxon Weald or WSCC own this land.

061/09 Matters arising from the Establishment Panel Meeting 23rd March 2009

i. It was RESOLVED to approve a salary increase for the Litter Warden of 2.75%.

ii. It was agreed that the existing arrangements for the Clerk for Strategy & Development remain the same.

iii. It was RESOLVED to approve a move to salary scale LC27 for the Clerk.

iv. It was RESOLVED to approve an increase in Clerk’s Home Allowance from £100 to £200.

v. It was RESOLVED to approve the Fixed Asset Register as recommended by the panel less a duplication of £5,000 for spending; assets confirmed at £252,625.

vi. It was agreed that ‘Quality Status’ be reviewed in 2 years time. 

vii. It was RESOLVED to approve a sub-committee named Finance & Establishment at the AGM who will meet 3 times a year with 5 councillors with a trial period of 12 months. 

062/09 Strategic Development and Planning Application South of Horsham Update
Cllr. Horner provided an update on the progress towards the determination date of 21 April 2009; the feeling was that a determination is unlikely to be made on this date.  Tom Crowley, Chief Executive, HDC will provide an update at the Annual Parish Meeting on 20th April 2009.

063/09 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson apologised for not attending the last meeting due to attendance at the CLC Meeting and spoke at this meeting on the following:

· HGV signs will hopefully be installed later in the year;

· The CLC has granted £10k to the Horsham Youth Club for a mini-bus with the condition that it is used to transport young people from rural areas;

· Pot-holes continue to be a problem, continue to report them;

· County is looking at making savings and at re-organisation;

· The Rights of Way Committee is meeting on 7th April and will be discussing the missing Downs Link;

· Reminder of the elections in June 2009;

· The position with regard to the investments in Icelandic banks.

064/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
065/08 Consider the quotes received from contractors to put a chain link fence at the Singleton Road play area and approve a contractor 
Three quotes have been received to install a chain link fence at the Singleton Road Play area.  Despite all having received the same technical specification, the quotes vary in the length of fencing to be supplied and the price.  The Parish Council RESOLVED to pay up to £1,400 for a new fence, subject to further investigation and a decision being made by the Recreation Committee.  Cllr. Jones will progress this matter further and members of the Recreation Committee were encouraged to visit the site prior to the next Recreation Meeting on 15th April 2009.

066/09 Internal Audit Matters – it was RESOLVED to approve the appointment of Peter J Consultants as Internal Auditor for the year on the same basis as last year i.e.
i. Appoint Peter J Consultants as the Parish Council’s independent Internal Auditor (having no other role within the Council), and to adopt the 65 point audit plan as scope for the audit to be performed.

ii. Ensure that the Internal Auditor provides a report to accompany the Annual Return.

iii. The Parish Council will publish a Statement of Assurance which should accompany the Annual Financial Statements.

The fee will be around £165 and the audit will take place on 24th April 2009. 
067/09 Tennis Club Agreement

It was RESOLVED to approve the renewal of the lease for a further 10 years from 1 April 2009 with rent at £75 per year to be reviewed every 2 years.

.

A change of address is required and an additional clause to ensure that an annual risk assessment is completed and that the Parish Council receives a copy of this and of the club’s insurance.  One section regarding the transfer of assets needs to be removed.  It was also RESOLVED to pay the cost associated from Rawlinson and Butler to renew this arrangement i.e. a maximum of £300 pus VAT.
068/09 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve 5 additional hours for the Clerk, 23.75 hours for the Big Lottery Project and 19.25 hours (pro-rata holiday pay) for the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  
ii. A list of accounts for March 2009 was circulated for approval together with two early payments for April 2009.
iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the year end receipts (£67,672.06) and payments (£71,620.62) accounts, subject to Internal and External Audit.  The Clerk also presented the final actual to budget for the year ended 31 March 2009 and the key variances to budget and compared to last year were noted by the members present.
iv. It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations at 31 March 2009. 
v. It was RESOLVED to approve the final list of reserves as at 31 March 2009 reflecting a total of £59,444.06

vi. It was RESOLVED to approve the quote of £690 from Playsafe Playgrounds to carry out the repairs to the Aerial Runway at the Common.

vii. It was RESOLVED to approve a grant of £200 to The Toddler Group and £80 to 4 Sight.

069/09 Planning Matters Update
An update on planning matters was circulated to the members present.  The minutes from the Planning Meeting earlier in the evening will be circulated separately.
070/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
i. Annual Parish Meeting – discussed at 056/09 (i) above.
ii. West Sussex Rights of way Improvement Plan – Cllrs. England and Horner will review this document and provide feedback.
071/09 Roads and Footpaths  
i. It was agreed that a letter be sent to residents in Shelley Drive with regard to maintenance of the hedge backing onto the A264 bypass.  Cllr. Horner has a copy of this letter and will deliver to the residents in Shelley Drive who back onto the hedge.
ii. The Clerk had received a communication with regard to a resident leaving tree cuttings in the Charrington way field, this matter has been referred to the Street Scene Team Wardens.

iii. Cllr. Milbank advised that the wheelie-bins outside The Mews had appeared on the pavement again.  The Clerk will refer this to HDC, Environmental Cleansing for further action.

072/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for March 2009 totalling £4,373.46, and early payments for April 2009 of £773.19 l be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
073/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Wednesday 15th April – Recreation 8.00pm

Monday 20th April 2009 Planning 7.30pm (if required) Annual Parish Meeting 8.00pm 
Wednesday 6th May 2009 Planning 7.30pm (if required).  AGM & Parish Council 8.00pm
Meeting closed 10.30pm
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