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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 2nd March 2009 
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
036/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), A Blann, M Curnock, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. G Clark and M Hodgson (County), PCSO J Grant and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
037/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – Cllrs. Edwards, Jackson, Johnston and Jones declared a personal interest in 038/09 (iii) the Gala Association request and Cllr. Johnston in 048/09 (v) the grant application as his son attends the Scout Group.  There were no changes to Members Interests.

038/09 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Request for support from the residents at 100 Billingshurst Road regarding flooding – It was agreed that the Parish Council should support this residents request and write to Southern Water.  It was also suggested that the resident contact the local media.  The Clerk will write to Southern Water and the resident on this basis.

ii. Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) – Local Needs for Affordable Housing – A request has been received from AirS to meet to discuss potential needs.  This matter was discussed and it was agreed that this may be something that the Parish Council would like to discuss in the future, but not at the present time.  The Clerk will respond to AirS on this basis. 

iii. Consider and approve the Gala Associations request to hold their annual firework display at the BBHVC on Saturday 7th November 2009 and that the Parish Council exercise their right to ensure that no football matches are planned for the day – the Gala Associations request was approved; the Clerk will inform the Football Club and the Gala Association accordingly. 
iv. Complaints from Litter Warden: 
i. 29 Shelley Drive - following a party over the last weekend of February, litter (party streamers, banners etc.) was found by the Litter Warden in the surrounding area on Monday 2nd March.  This took a good while to clear up.  It was agreed that the Parish Council write to the residents with regard to this anti-social behaviour.

ii. Bin by the Underpass – the bin which has been replaced, has not been fixed to the ground and has been found in different locations around the area and the lining has gone missing.   HDC has agreed to take the bin away and return to fix it in position should the Parish Council want a bin in this location.  It was agreed that the bin should remain and be bolted to the ground; the Clerk will inform HDC of this decision.

v. Internal Audit Appointment - It was agreed in principle to appoint Peter J Consultants as our Internal Auditor for the year on the same basis as last year.  The cost is estimated at £165.  The Clerk will ask for approval at the next Parish Council Meeting.
039/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th February 2009 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
040/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a detailed report which was circulated in advance, a summary follows:
i. Shift patterns – the PCSO is not working a late shift until November 2009 but is happy to meet face to face to discuss any issues that arise.
ii. Robbery at the One Stop store, two burglaries and five break-in’s to motor vehicles – there is an increase in Police visibility and regular visits are being made to the store to provide reassurance.
iii. The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – leaflets have been distributed to residents in the village with a view to expanding the scheme.  The PCSO has asked that members consider the role of co-ordinator for their street.
iv. Singleton Road play area – regular patrols have been made as one resident has reported problems. Litter and alcohol bottles have been found in the play area.  A temporary CCTV sign has been erected; this will be replaced by a permanent sign. 
v. Tesco Car Park – reports have been received of youngsters, who may be connected with the Youth Club, drinking in cars in the car park.  The PSCO is working with Tesco Security on this issue.
vi. Neighbourhood Policing Panel – the next meeting is on 9th March 2009 at 6.00pm in the Village Centre.  Members are encouraged to attend.
vii. Criminal Damage at the Tennis Club – the nets have been cut and will need to be replaced.
There were no other matters to report.
041/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. Rachel Skidmore, HACVS has confirmed that she will attend the meeting in April 2009.

ii. Village Room, Wickhurst Lane – Cllr. England advised members that this property was up for sale at an asking price of £200,000.  Consideration was given as to whether the Parish Council should consider purchasing this property which may be ideal for meetings and a Parish Office.  It was agreed that Cllr. England should keep an eye on developments with regard to the sale of this property and report back.

042/09 Matters arising from the Recreation Meeting 23rd February 2009

i. Approve the Grounds Maintenance Contract 2009-2011.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Burleys at a cost of £12,000 for the next 24 months.

ii. Consider and approve recommendations made from the Committee with regard to:
· Dog Bins – It was suggested at the last meeting that the Parish Council look to installing new bins in Castle Road and St John’s Crescent.  The Clerk has taken advice on this matter from HDC who advise that WSCC would not support bins on their verges in these areas; bins should be placed at entry and exit points to designated dog walking areas.  Cllr. Horner advised that HDC’s Scrutiny Group were looking at dog bins and whether they serve their intended purpose.  It was agreed not to take this further at this time, other than to ask the Litter Warden to monitor the emptying of dog bins.  The Clerk was requested to advise the resident who complained about the lack of bins of the advice received from WSCC/HDC and the work underway by the HDC, Scrutiny Group.
· Insurance Schedule – members present agreed with the Recreation Committee’s recommendation with regard to sums insured for this year’s renewal (see R009/09).
· The Cricket Club - Members present considered the request from David Bridges and Tim Wells as detailed in minute (R010/09).  The matter with regard to dangerous trees around the cricket ground was considered.  The Clerk advised that KB Gardening had met with David Bridges and had provided a quote for £400 to remove the dangerous trees/tree limbs.  It was RESOLVED, in light of the situation, to approve this quote.  The Clerk will instruct KB Gardening to do the work. 

043/09 Strategic Development and Planning Application South of Horsham Update
Cllr. Edwards advised that there was nothing further to report by way of an update since the last meeting two weeks ago.
044/09 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a report to the Clerk on the ‘Missing Link’ to Christ’s Hospital.  WSCC, Rights of Way Committee are negotiating with the owners of the land but have reserved the right to obtain this land, if necessary, by compulsory means. 
045/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
046/08 Consider and approve the budget, to include spends from Reserves/Precept 2008 and 9 for the Big Lottery Play Area at the Village Centre.

Having previously circulated a briefing note outlining the progress to date, together with quotes for supply and installation, the Clerk presented the latest design for the area from SMP.  The Parish Council has already agreed that the flat swing in the play area should be replaced and that work should be done to improve access to the field by introducing a pathway.  The Clerk and Big Lottery Team, having consulted with HDC and looked at supply and installation from six different contractors, concluded that the best value for money will be achieved by selecting equipment from one contractor and having the equipment and grounds work done by an installer.  The total cost of the project will be £40,000.  It was RESOLVED to approve the total cost of £40,000, £30,000 of which will come from the Big Lottery Grant.   The £10,000 from the Parish Council will come from existing reserves and the budget for 2009.
Members present congratulated and thanked Cllrs. Horner and Jones and the Clerk for their work on the project.  The Chairman requested that it be minuted that without the drive and enthusiasm of the Clerk the project would not have progressed as quickly as it has.
047/09 Internal & External Audit Matters

The Clerk had previously circulated the Internal and External Audit Reports at 31 March 2008 together with a Risk Assessment completed in February 2009.  These documents and the matters arising were discussed.

i. It was RESOLVED to ratify the recommendations made by the Establishment Panel on the Internal Audit Report at 31 March as circulated.

ii. It was RESOLVED to approve the Risk Assessment at February 2009.  The following additions were suggested:

· Amend risk to show inherent and residual risk.

· Add the BMX track and The Ducky to the assessment. 
048/09 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve 2.5 additional hours for the Clerk, 10 hours for the Big Lottery Project and 14.25 additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  
ii. A list of accounts for February 2009 was circulated for approval.

iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the membership to Supporters of Lodge Hill of £45 and to renew the subscription to Local Council Update of £65.

iv. Councillors reviewed a summary of payments and receipts to 28 February 2009, together with the actual expenditure to budget and reserves for 2008.  The list of reserves was also reviewed in preparation for year-end and it was agreed that £7,060, i.e. the balance of reserve and budget for 2008 should remain for potential Strategic & Development costs; the Youth Provision should be Youth and Senior Persons Provision and that a year-end reserve is in place to cover the cost of the Big Lottery Project.    The Clerk will provide the final position at the next meeting for approval.
v. It was RESOLVED to approve a grant application of £350 to the Scout Group.  The application from the Toddler Group will be considered at a future date upon receipt of further information.
049/09 Planning Matters Update
No new applications have been received since the last meeting and there were no other matters to report.

050/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
i. All our Futures Consultation – the document, details of which had been previously circulated, was discussed.  Comments made by members included:

· The report is based on economic growth, no consideration has been given to a reduction; aspirations should be tempered as growth may be unlikely given the current climate.

· There should be no major development without the percentage of affordable houses being adhered to by developers.
· The document should list the individual stakeholders.

Members were encouraged to submit comments independently.

ii. Annual Parish Meeting – Tom Crowley, Chief Executive and Liz Kitchen, Leader HDC had confirmed that they would attend the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 20th April, however, the situation is now uncertain as Liz Kitchen has announced that she will be standing down; Robert Nye may attend in her absence. 
It was the agreed to request that Tom Crowley speak on the strategic new development and if Robert Nye can attend, to talk about the proposed new recycling scheme.  The Clerk will confirm speakers and topics with HDC.
051/09 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Consider the documentation and response from WSCC/HDC and approve, as appropriate, a Real Time Passenger Information Display at the Shelley Arms Bus Stop – the information required upon which to make a decision has not been received from WSCC.  This matter will be raised at a future meeting.  

ii. Access Ranger visit

a. Stiles – Information of stiles that need repair or replacing as they are unsafe should be provided to the Clerk.  The ranger will then approach the landowner to request that they take responsibility, perhaps by replacing the stile with a gate.

b. Footpath behind the Lawson Hunt Industrial Estate – the ranger will wait for a wet day and take a look at the path.  Overhanging trees will be dealt with during a maintenance visit.

c. Bridleway Church Road to the bypass – the ranger is discussing this with his bridleway resurfacing colleague with a view to entering into partnership with the Parish Council to have it resurfaced.

iii. A24 Farthings Hill Roundabout Sponsorship Proposal – the feedback to WSCC, Highways was circulated.

iv. Sullington Mead – the situation with regard to parking on the grass has improved for now; no further action is required at this time.  Posts have appeared in the area although there are no signs attached.  The Clerk will make contact with Saxon Weald to establish if they have erected these posts and for what purpose.
v. Arriva Bus – Cllr Johnston advised that a bus clipped the bus shelter opposite the Shelley Arms.  The Clerk has reported this to Arriva and is awaiting a report from their Duty Manager
vi. Broadbridge Farm, Mill Lane – Cllr. England advised that the walls of the bridge over the river were crumbling.  The Clerk will report this matter to the Access Ranger.
vii. Pot Holes – Warnham Road – there are more potholes on the way out of the village before the Cricket Club. The Clerk will report this matter to WSCC, Highways.

viii. Gas repairs, The Old Guildford Road – the contractors have left the verges in a terrible state.  The Clerk will raise a compliant and request that the verges be repaired.
052/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for February 2009 totalling £2,566.51, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
053/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 16th March – Planning 7.30pm (if required)
Monday 23rd March - Establishment 8.00pm 
Monday 6th April 2009 Planning 7.30pm (if required), Parish Council 8.00pm 

Meeting closed 10.30pm
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