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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 16th February 2009 (Rescheduled from 2nd February 2009)
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
020/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, I Johnston, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: M Hodgson (County) and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllr. J Jones, PCSO J Grant and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
Apologies were also noted from Rachel Skidmore (see 023/09)

021/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – There were no declarations of interest or changes to Members Interests.

022/09 Chairman’s Announcements

i. WSCC, Bus Shelters Grant Scheme 2009-2010 – there were no requirements identified by the members present. 

ii. Newsletter Dates 2009 – the editorial for the next magazine needs to be with the Clerk for the end of February 2009.  Suggestions for the next issue include an article from the Cricket Club, the Boundary Change, Elections in June and an entry by the Football Club (Cllr. Curnock will approach).

iii. Cllrs. Milbank and Trangmar talked about their recent training course at Dunford House, Midhurst.  Both Councillors felt that the course was good value for money.  Two issues require action i.e. the Clerk should distribute sign-on details for the SALC website and consideration needs to be given as to whether the Parish Council wishes to become a Quality Council.
iv. The Litter Wardens holiday in February and March 2009 was noted; the Youth Offending Team has been asked to assist whilst the Litter Warden is on holiday.
v. HDC has asked whether they could install a book bin for the British Heart Foundation by the bottle banks at the Village Centre.  The Clerk has asked that this be approved at the next Village Centre Management Committee Meeting.
vi. A letter from David Bridges, Cricket Club has been circulated to members.  This will be discussed in detail at the Recreation Committee on Monday 23rd February.  It was recommended that members of the Recreation Committee carry out a site visit, if possible, prior to this meeting. 

vii. Sussex Village of the Year – it was agreed that the village would not be entered into the competition this year.

viii. Friends of Lodge Hill – members indicated that they would like to support this cause again this year; the approval for membership of £45 will be put to the next meeting.

ix. Real Time Passenger Information – Documentation from HDC, Peter Home was circulated amongst members present showing the types of interactive displays available.  Members present would like clarification on how the information display would be funded and maintenance costs.  The Clerk will obtain this information and table for discussion at the next Parish Council Meeting.

023/09 Presentation by Rachel Skidmore – Horsham Area for Voluntary Services.  

Rachel Skidmore sent her apologies and has advised that she will attend a future meeting. 

024/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED, with two minor amendments to the road details given in 013/09, that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th January 2009 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 26th January 2009 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
025/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a report on the following:
i. Calls to the Police to 23rd January 2009 - there were 75 calls made to the Police in the month, many of which were minor issues and 23 of these related to Tesco.  There were three burglaries reported, one report of damage and two of nuisance.  Reports were also received of motorists parking on the ‘zig-zags’ outside Shelley School.  

ii. Neighbourhood Policing Panel – the next meeting is Monday 9th March at 6.00pm.

iii. Neighbourhood Watch – there will be a mail drop in the village to expand the scheme.

iv. St John’s Crescent – the street lighting issue has been investigated, the PCSO has visited most of the residents in the bungalows.  The matter has been left with Saxon Weald to establish if anything further can be done.

v. Singleton Road Play Area – the new CCTV sign has been put up in the play area.
vi. Speed Indication Display Scheme – the next training session is on Wednesday 11th March at Horsham Police Station.  Volunteers are required.

vii. Robbery One Stop Shop – a robbery took place on Saturday 14th February; the thieves are not thought to be local.
There were no other matters to report.
026/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. Posts at The Common – The work commenced on Tuesday 20th January and has now been completed.  Cllr. Milbank suggested that the removable posts would benefit from having a bolt guard welded on to the post to provide additional security.  Cllr. Milbank will approach Cowfold Fencing for a quote for these bolt guards. 
ii. The side panels for the Bus Shelter at the Shelley Arms have now been installed.  The Chairman has received positive feedback from users.

iii. The Roads and Footpath matters arising from the meeting on 5th January 2009 are being investigated.

027/09 Strategic Development and Planning Application South of Horsham 
Cllr. Edwards provided an update to members on the recent meeting of the Reference Group.  Cllr. Horner advised that HDC were pleased with the response from the Parish Council on the Countryside application.
028/09 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson provided an update on the following:  
i. Unsuitable for HGV’s signs – members present approved two signs at the entrances to the village.

ii. Downs Link – there are plans to compulsory acquire land to complete the missing link to Christ’s Hospital Station.  The Rights of Way Committee will discuss this at their meeting on 23rd February 2009.

iii. The Budget increase for 2009-10 will be 3.25%.
iv. Pot Holes – 10,000 have been reported in West Sussex.
v. Hedge Cutting – contractors will be cutting hedges, including The Old Guildford Road over the next few weeks.

029/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
030/09 Finance
i. It was RESOLVED to approve 12 additional hours for the Clerk for the Big Lottery Project and 18 additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  
ii. A list of accounts for January 2009 was circulated for approval.

iii. Cllr. Hutton reviewed the bank reconciliations at 31 December 2008.  It was RESOLVED to approve these reconciliations.

031/09 Planning Matters

i. Cllr. Clark provided an update on planning matters; the Clerk had distributed two updates since the last Planning Meeting on 1st December 2008.  There were two applications considered at the meeting earlier in the evening, both ‘no objection’ (see Planning Report). The minutes from Planning Meetings and interim updates are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  
ii. HDC Strategy & Development Consultation – Facilitating Appropriate Development – It was agreed that feedback should be provided to HDC as follows:
The Parish Council is pleased that the consultation takes account of the need for ‘affordable housing’ but agrees that new development is only acceptable on greenfield sites when there is no other strategic development in the area.  

032/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
i. Code of Recommended Practice on Local Authority Publicity - The Clerk has looked at this consultation and concluded that it applies more to larger local authorities.  No response is required.

ii. Councillors Training Session – Members present agreed that a half day training session shared with Slinfold and Warnham may be beneficial.  Topics might include, planning, powers and litigation.  The Clerk will explore possibilities with neighbouring parishes and SALC.
iii. All Our Futures Consultation 2009 to 2026 – This document brings together evidence from public consultations and official statistics in setting out a range of proposals to make Horsham District a better place to live.  Councillors agreed that they would like to look at the document and respond.  The Clerk will obtain an electronic copy for distribution and table for feedback at the next Parish Council Meeting.  The deadline is 13th March 2009.

033/09 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Mulberry Gardens – WSCC has added the verges either side of Mulberry Gardens to the grass cutting lists.  HDC has not responded on the adoption of the small piece of land to the east, the Clerk has asked HDC to provide an update.
ii. Highways & Transport – Forward Programme 2009 to 2011 – there are no projects to add to the forward programme.
iii. Access Ranger visit, Public Rights of Way Maintenance – maintenance items to report to the Access Ranger are; slippery stiles, flooding on the footpath behind the industrial estate and the poor state of the path from Church Road to the bypass.
iv. Brown Hairstreak Butterfly – WSCC has advised that they will be rotating the cutting of lengths of hedges on the A264 bypass.  This proposal is a compromise and should satisfy residents concerns whilst protecting the butterfly.

v. Car Transporters, Stevens Vauxhall – a letter of complaint has been received with regard to car transporters obstructing the pavement whilst making deliveries.  The PCSO has investigated this matter and Stevens will be writing to the company employed to deliver the cars.  The PCSO has responded to the complainant, no further action is required by the Parish Council.
vi. Footpath Obstruction outside The Mews, Old Guildford Road – Wheelie bins are being permanently left out by residents around the ‘triangle’ which are causing an obstruction to the footpath.  The Clerk will write to residents and refer this matter to the PCSO.
034/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for January 2009 totalling £14,584.51, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
035/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 23rd February 2009 - Recreation Meeting 8.00pm

Monday 2nd March 2009 - Planning Meeting 7.30pm (if required)
Monday 2nd March 2009 – Parish Council 8.00pm

Meeting closed 9.45pm
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