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001/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, J England, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present Clerk for Strategy & Development – H Dayneswood. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: B Hutton, S Horner (District), M Hodgson (County). PCSO J Grant and Clerk – M Burroughs.
002/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests 
There were no Declarations of Interest or changes to Members Interests.

003/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Meadow Seed Requirements.  It was agreed to ask WSCC (action by Clerk) whether meadow seed mix could be used on the greensward by the A264 BBH bypass and also check with Shelley Primary School whether they would like to use some in their grounds (action by J. Jones). 
004/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes, with the amendment under item 193/08 no. i) that the date should read 2009 (not 2008). 
005/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a report on the following:
i. He will be on sick leave until the end of January.  BBH will be covered by his colleagues until he returns.  If anyone requires assistance during this period please call the usual 0845 60 70 999 number.
ii. The graffiti in the underpass, Wickhurst Lane has been painted out but perhaps needs to be re-visited as the graffiti is still ‘showing’ through.
iii. Some investigations revealed that there is a potential issue with youths smoking drugs in a car at The Village Centre.  The situation will be closely monitored.
The PCSO thanked the Parish Council for the Christmas card and Best Wishes and looks forward to working closely with us in the New Year.

006/09 Matters Arising
Members present were updated on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. An order for the side panels for the Bus Shelter at the Shelley Arms has been placed but was overlooked by Bus Shelters Ltd.  Bus Shelters confirmed on 16th December 2008 that this order would now be given high priority.

ii. The second issue of the Village Magazine has been published.

iii. The HDC Leader and Chief Executive have accepted the invite to the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 20th April 2009.

iv. The Youth Offending Team has advised that they will pencil our work into their plans for 2009.

v. The new Councillors have completed a Declaration of Acceptance and a Register of Members Interests; copies have been sent to HDC.

vi. The ditch at the Cricket Field has been widened/deepened; the contractor also secured two other access points to prevent vehicle access to the pitch.

vii. The work at the Village Centre (lopping the conifers) and The Common (vehicle barrier) is scheduled to take place in January 2009.  The drop posts at the Common will not be filled with concrete as they would be too heavy to drop; they will however consist of two layers of reinforced steel. 

viii. The model Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme adopted at the last meeting has been sent to members and has been published on the website.

ix. PlaySafe has been instructed to carry out the work at the Charrington Way play area.

007/09 Strategic Development

The Clerk for Strategy & Development (S&D) reported the following items:
i. The developers Countryside Properties have submitted two outline planning applications to HDC:
DC/08/2446 for the overall development;
DC/08/2447 for the highway infrastructure.
Residents in BBH had been sent a letter by HDC, advising them that the deadline for submitting comments on the two applications was 22nd December 2008.  However, at a meeting of HDC Development North Committee it was agreed that the deadline for comments would be extended until about mid February 2009.  The Clerk (S&D) had written to HDC before Christmas, asking them to write to residents again advising them of the extension for comments.  The Clerk (S&D) to check what is happening about this.
ii. The West of Horsham Reference Group will next meet on Monday 12th January.
iii. On the request of some councillors, the Clerk (S&D) had asked HDC whether they would organise a public exhibition so that residents could view the Countryside applications more easily.  However, discussion of the issue revealed that there were some concerns about the benefit of doing this and it was RESOLVED not to request a public exhibition at the present time.  The Clerk(S&D) to advise HDC that the parish councillors attending the Reference Group meeting would like to discuss the matter on 12th January.  
iv. BBHPC will be submitting comments on the Countryside applications.  These will need to be ratified by the whole Council.  It was agreed that an extraordinary Council meeting should be called for this purpose and a provisional date of Monday 26th January was agreed.  The Clerk (S&D) to organise the meeting.  It was also agreed that it would be a good idea to organise delivery of a leaflet to every household in BBH to advise them of the meeting and to give an overview of the views of BBHPC.  It was suggested that maybe the Youth Offending Team might be able to help with the leaflet drop.  An item in the County Times would also be a good idea.
v. It was agreed that at the forthcoming meetings of HDC Development North Committee (especially in February and March), it would be useful to have representatives from BBHPC making use of the two-minute speaking slots in order to give a high profile to the views of BBH on the Countryside applications.  The Clerk (S&D) to monitor the agendas for the HDC Development North Committee meetings.
008/09 Report from the County Councillor:  Cllr. Hodgson was unable to attend the meeting.
009/09 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
010/09 Precept Requirements for 2009-10

Members present had been circulated with the 2008/9 Precept (Budget) figures together with a proposal for 2009/10.  
It was proposed that the precept for next year be set at £47,657 which represents a 2.5% increase.  This equates to £40.92 per Band D equivalent household; last year was £39.46 i.e. an increase of £1.47.  This proposal was RESOLVED.  The Clerk will advise HDC of the Parish Council’s precept requirements before the deadline on 31st January 2009.
011/09 Finance
i. A list of accounts for December 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED to approve 10.00 hours for the Big Lottery Project and 3.75 additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  
012/09 Planning Matters: Nothing to report.
013/09 Roads and Footpaths  
i. WSCC Highways will investigate potential improvements to signage at the one-way system, Wickhurst Lane.  A NO ENTRY sign is to be painted on the road.  It was also mentioned that cyclists are going the wrong way around the one-way system on Sunday mornings.  The Clerk to mention to the PCSO when he returns to work. 
ii. An email had been received from a local resident requesting more dog bins in the parish.  Discussion revealed that there may be a number of associated problems.  Some dog owners are probably not using the bins enough.  Some dog bins are not emptied often enough.  Are HDC actually emptying all the dog bins in the parish?  Are any more dog bins needed?  The Clerk to provide a list of all the dog bins in the parish, in order to ascertain whether HDC are emptying them all (cross check with invoice).
iii. On the Warnham Road, both to the north and south of the Ducky area, there are a number of pot holes.  The Clerk (S&D) to report the matter to WSCC Highways.
iv. Coming from the Farthings Hill to the little roundabout on Old Guildford Road, there is a mangled bollard by the roundabout.  The Clerk(S&D) to report the matter.
v. On the A281, going from the Newbridge Nurseries roundabout in the direction of Guildford, there are a couple of gullies on the left hand side of the road that are totally blocked.  The Clerk(S&D) to report the matter.

vi. Members agreed that crossing the road in the vicinity of the Tesco garage exit at the end of Wickhurst Lane was dangerous.  A zebra crossing by the garage exit would make it easier to cross safely.  The matter to be referred to the next Planning Committee meeting.
vii. At Broomwick Place (off Sullington Mead), an abandoned vehicle has still not been removed.  The Chairman offered to report it on the Crackdown web site.  There are also brambles coming out of a private garden onto the footpath.  The Clerk to contact the householder to ask them to cut the brambles back. 
viii. At St. John’s Crescent, there is a lack of street lighting.  It is reported to be pitch black in the area of the bungalows at night.  The Clerk to pursue some street lighting for this location with WSCC.
14/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for December 2008 totalling £4,532.78, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by the Clerk upon request. 
15/09 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 19th January 2009 – Planning 8.00pm (if required)
Monday 26th January 2009 – EXTRAORDINARY Council meeting, 8pm, Subject:  BBHPC response to the Countryside planning applications.
Monday 2nd February 2009 Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm 

Meeting closed 9.45 pm
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