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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 1st December 2008
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
184/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors M Curnock, (Chairman), A Blann, N Dixon, J England, B Hutton, I Johnston, J Jones and S Horner (District).  Also present: M Hodgson (County) and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. G Clark, V Edwards, PCSO J Grant and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
There were also four members of the public present (see 188/08 & 189/08)

185/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – Cllr. Jones declared a personal interest in 194/08 (iv) as one of the contractors who had quoted had also done work for her in the past.  There were no new declarations of interest or changes to Members Interests.

186/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Visit by HDC Leader & Chief Executive.  It was agreed to send an invite to the Annual Parish Meeting (public forum) which has been scheduled for Monday April 20th 2009.  The Clerk will respond accordingly. 
ii. Horsham Area Council for Voluntary Services (HACVS) has requested to meet with the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk invite HACVS to speak at the February 2009 Parish Council Meeting.
iii. Vision-Inc has apologised for the loss of their server which affected the Website and incoming emails to the Clerk for six days.  No back-up server was in place.  VisionInc will write to us again in the near future to detail the steps that they have taken to ensure that this situation does not arise again in the future. 

iv. The Clerk was requested to order flowers for the Chairman who is ill at present.  Cllr. Horner will deliver the flowers on behalf of the Parish Council.

v. The Clerk has been requested to send Christmas cards to staff and our handy-man on behalf of the Parish Council.

vi. Newbridge Nurseries – there has been a request for the Parish Council to visit to at look at the plans to create a Cafe on the site. The Parish Council will consider the plans as part of their planning review procedure upon receipt of the plans from HDC.  The Clerk was asked to decline the request for the Parish Council to review the plans at this time.

vii. Youth Offending Team (YOT) – The YOT team has asked the Clerk if there is any work that can be done in the Village.  Possible work includes, clearing the vegetation from the ditch behind the Village Centre; removing the grass that is growing over the wet pour surfaces in the play areas and clearing brambles from around the Cricket Ground.  The Parish Council approved these projects and the Clerk will pursue this matter with the YOT accordingly.

187/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
188/08 Parish Councillor Vacancies

Cllr. Curnock advised that the Establishment Committee had interviewed four candidates for the three Parish Councillor vacancies in November 2008.  All candidates were suitable but it was recommended that Mr S Jackson, Mr D Milbank and Mr D Trangmar be co-opted as Parish Councillors.  Members present RESOLVED to co-opt these three candidates as Parish Councillors.  Ms. Lucy White, the fourth candidate, has been advised that the Parish Council would consider her application when the next vacancy arises but has recommended that she attend one or two meetings beforehand. The Clerk will provide the new councillors with a pack of information and will ask for the Declaration of Acceptance and Register of Members Interest forms to be signed by the new Councillors.

189/08 Partnership for Older People (POPP)

Mr Barry Mursell presented to members on this service which is funded by the government and has been set up to ensure that older people in communities are represented.  Some of the recent projects that this forum has been involved with include: Shop Mobility, Nutrition, Centralised Reference Points, Public Conveniences in Horsham Town Centre, Post Office Closures, the Vision for Horsham’s future, Life is for Living and recently they have been looking to provide feedback on the NHS Consultations affecting the region.

One initiative that Mr Mursell asked members present to consider is for the provision of a recreation area for older persons.  He also advised that the Horsham District is predicted to be the largest growth area for older person in West Sussex.

Cllr. Curnock thanked Mr Mursell for providing members with this information and suggested that he write a short article which the Clerk will place in the next Parish Magazine to promote this service.  Cllr. Hodgson also advised that there was CLC Grant for Fire Alarms to be fitted free of charge upon request from older people.

190/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a report on the following:
i. Anti Social Behaviour - there have been no reported incidents since the last meeting apart from a drunken scuffle between friends in Sullington Mead.
ii. The first Neighbourhood Policing Panel Meeting held at Horsham Police Station on Friday 21st November, was kindly attended by one person, Cllr. Judith Jones.  The three priorities set for the next quarter are i) to combat issues of nuisance and anti social behaviour at The Common, Warnham Road, (on-going/seasonal); ii) to combat problems of speeding through Old Guildford Road; and iii) to look into the problems of vehicles causing obstructions of the footpath in Billingshurst Road and Thelton Avenue.  The next meeting will be some time in March next year and the PCSO is hoping for a more local location, at a more convenient time, to attract all members of the new panel to attend.  

iii. New Youth Club - The new Youth Club at the Leisure Centre on a Friday night has been deemed a great success with on average 60 attendees per week. HDC are looking for support for this and are working closely with local Churches to find volunteers.
iv. Bus Stop – The PCSO has received a couple of verbal complaints regarding cars parking in the Bus Stop next to the Shelley Arms Public House.  The PCSO has clarified that it is actually a lay-by therefore, cars can park there without committing any offences.  The Parish Council discussed this matter and decided that no further action was necessary. 

v. Parking on the footpaths is becoming problematic in some locations and where viable I will be issuing £30 Fixed Penalty Notices to vehicles over the coming months. 
The PCSO thanked the Parish Council for its support during 2008 and wished members a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  There were no other matters to report.
191/08 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:

i. An order for the side panels for the Bus Shelter at the Shelley Arms has been placed; funds will be recovered from WSCC in December 2008.
ii. The Village Magazine should be published around the 8th December 2008.

iii. The Clerk has requested further written information on Real Time Passenger Information so that this may be considered in more detail at a future meeting.  No further information has been received to date.
iv. The Street Scene Team Wardens have confirmed that they will visit the village to review the situation with regard to dog fouling, as resource allows.

v. Cllrs. England and Jones have met with Cowfold Fencing and agreed the final location of the fixed and drop down posts at The Common.

192/08 Strategic Development

The Clerk advised that two planning applications had been received by Horsham District Council (DC/08/2446 & 7) in connection with the new development.  These plans will be collected or delivered by the end of the week.  A discussion took place as to the Parish Council’s response to these plans.
It was agreed that the Clerk should:
i. Establish from the Planning Officer when a response will be required from the Parish Council, and

ii. Enquire from HDC, Legal as to whether the Parish Council is free to comment on the application and the parameters to which the Council can work within. 

193/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson provided an update on the following:

i. The Boundary Committee’s Decision - Cllr. Hodgson will not represent the village after June 2008.

ii. Plans for footpaths on the Warnham Park Estate.

iii. WSCC Loan to an Icelandic Bank subsidiary.
iv. Budget 2009-10 and that Council Tax is likely to rise by about 4%.
194/08 Recreation
The following matters from the Recreation Committee on 26th November 2008 were discussed and RESOLVED.
i. The new posts at The Common will be positioned 300mm inside the wooden posts.  Two drop down posts will be put in at the lay-by, another at the dropped down kerb by the bus stop in the Old Guildford Road.  £5m Public Liability has been accepted by the Parish Council.

ii. The Cantilever Swing at Charrington Way will be repaired at a cost of £874.  Repairs to this swing have been reported in the last two annual inspection reports.

iii. The Clerk should obtain a minimum of three quotes to install a chain link fence at the Singleton Road play area.  It was agreed that no further action is taken at this time.

iv. It was agreed to accept the lowest quote of £1,700 to lop the conifers at the Village Centre subject to this contractor extending his public liability cover to £5m for the duration of the work.  
v. It was agreed that £2m public liability cover was adequate for RPS Contractors to carry out the ditch work at the Cricket Field.  This work will take place in December 2008.
The Clerk will:
· Confirm that the drop down posts at The Common will also be filled with concrete.

· Instruct Playsafe to carry out the repairs to the swing at Charrington Way.

· Obtain quotes to put in a chain link fence at the Singleton Road play area.

· Instruct the contractor to carry out the work on the conifers at the Village Centre, subject to this contractor increasing Public Liability Insurance to £5m.
195/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
196/08 Precept Requirements for 2009-10

Members present had been circulated with the 2008/9 Precept (Budget) figures together with a proposal for 2009/10.  Cllrs. Clark, Curnock and Edwards had reviewed this in advance of the meeting with the Clerk.  Members present discussed the requirement for next year and agreed that the Youth Provision should become a Youth and Older Persons Provision.  Cllr. Dixon agreed to look at funding opportunities for young people and present this to a future meeting.

It was proposed that the precept for next year be set at £47,657 which represents a 2.5% increase; all members present agreed to this.  This proposal will be resolved at the next Parish Council Meeting on 5th January 2009.

197/08 Freedom of Information Act 

In line with Section 20 of the Freedom of Information Act the Parish Council RESOLVED to approve and adopt a new model publication scheme effective from 1 January 2009.  This scheme had been also been reviewed by the Establishment Panel prior to the meeting.   The Clerk will publish details of the scheme on the Council Website and a copy will be distributed to all members.

198/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for November 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED to approve 5.5 additional hours for the Clerk and 19.50 hours for the Big Lottery Project.  There were no additional hours for the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  
iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the Establishment Panel’s recommendations to pay the Clerk the NALC recommended salary rate (LC2 26 £11.40 per hour) and the Clerk for Strategy & Development (LC2 27 £11.77 per hour) backdated to 1 April 2008.  As defined in the Clerk’s contract the salary scale will be LC2 27, with effect from 1 April 2009, subject to a satisfactory performance.

iv. It was RESOLVED to pay the Litter Warden a bonus of £200.

v. It was RESOLVED to pay £60 to the Royal British Legion for the Poppy Wreath.

vi. It was RESOLVED to pay the SALC/NALC increase (4.5%) in subscriptions for 2009.  The Clerk estimates that the subscription will be £652 for the year (2008 - £624)

vii. It was RESOLVED to pay Age Concern £300 from S137 funds.  No grant/donation will be paid this year to Open Space Society.

199/08 Planning Matters

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6th October 2008 have previously been circulated to members and the Planning Matters for this evening’s meeting were circulated to members.  The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  Cllr. Horner provided an update on DC/08/1232 which is still pending a decision; there were no other questions or matters arising from the members present.
200/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
The Clerk distributed the Meeting Schedule for 2009.  One additional meeting of the Recreation Committee is to be added on Wednesday 15th April.  The Clerk will circulate an additional list by e-mail to Councillors.

201/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. A Bridle Path post/sign in Church Road has fallen over.  The Clerk will report this matter to the WSCC, Access Ranger.

ii. Footpath behind Shelley Drive – Cllr. Dixon advised that this is a mud-bath.  Cllr. Jackson suggested chip bark.  The Clerk will report this once again to the WSCC, Access Ranger and seek his advice.

iii. Tesco Trolleys - Cllr. Horner has reported the issue of dumped trolleys to HDC.

iv. Wickhurst Lane – One Way System – Cllr. Jones advised that she had received reports of several vehicles driving the wrong way on the one way system and suggested that the signage should be inspected.  The Clerk will report this matter to WSCC, Highways.

v. Deep hole in the footpath around The Floodgates – The WSCC, Access Rangers have now installed a hand-rail in this area to improve safety.

202/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for November 2008 totalling £5,049.60, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
203/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 15th December – Planning Meeting 8.00pm
Monday 5th January 2009 – Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm

Meeting closed 10.55pm
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