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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 3rd November 2008
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
166/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), M Curnock, J England, B Hutton, I Johnston, J Jones and S Horner (District).  Also present: PCSO J Grant and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. A Blann, G Clark, I Johnston, M Hodgson (County) and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
There were also eight members of the public present; two with regard to item 170/08 (Real Time Passenger Information), two with regard to 171/08 (Street Scene Team Wardens), Inspector S Keeler, Sussex Police on 173/08 and three who had come to listen and observe. 
Cllr. Edwards suspended Standing Orders after 169/08 and re-instated them before 173/08 so that the members present could speak and respond to questions.

167/08 Chairman’s Announcements
i. Cleaning of the War Memorial for the Remembrance Day Service – Cllrs. Hutton and Jones will liaise to clean the memorial and ensure that there is salt down should it be a frosty morning on Sunday 9th November.

ii. There have been six enquiries with regard to the Parish Councillor vacancies; two prospective councillors attended the meeting.  Three councillors can be co-opted subject to application forms being received and a review by the Parish Council.  

iii. Bus Shelter by the Shelley Arms – The Clerk has received complaints from residents that the new shelter does not provide adequate protection from the rain.  A request has been made to WSCC to fund the cost of perspex side panels.  The Clerk will inform Councillors of the outcome of this request for comment.

iv. Freedom of Information – The Information Commissioner requires that the Parish Council adopt a publication scheme prior to 31 December 2008.   The Clerk has circulated a proposed scheme based on a model provided and a scheme already adopted by another Council.  Councillors are required to review the information provided by the Clerk; the Parish Council need to adopt a scheme at their meeting on 1st December 2008. 

v. Members Interests – Members attention was drawn to a recent response from I Davison, Monitoring Officer, HDC.

vi. Magazine – Cllrs. were reminded that articles for the Village Magazine are due by mid-November.

168/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests - There were no new declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.
169/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th October 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
170/08 Real Time Passenger Information – Presentation by Peter Home, HDC followed by a question and answer session on the provision of this facility.

Peter Home was joined by a colleague from WSCC and they commented as follows:
i. The display(s) would be similar to those seen at railway stations but can be smaller.  They are not big, glary signs and would be ‘sensitive to the area’.
ii. There is £14,000 of S106 monies on offer to provide this facility but it could be allocated to another project.

iii. The objective is to get people out of cars and on to the buses and it would be unfair to deny passengers this information.  It is important to make the bus service attractive and reliable.

iv. If installed it does not fall to the Parish Council to maintain these displays.

v. Reliability and vandalism has not been an issue in other areas where these displays have been installed.

vi. Information helps operators improve their service.

vii. Advertising need not be an option but displays can be used to advertise important information.

viii. Other displays could be developed over time at other sites.

ix. This is adopted planning policy and it is important that the Parish Council expresses its view with the existing and new community in mind.

The Parish Council agreed that they would like written information with regard to this project and in particular future maintenance.  The Clerk will pursue this information and agenda this item for another discussion at the next Parish Council meeting in December.
171/08 Street Scene Team Wardens – Presentation by the ‘Wardens’ Viv Lee and Darryn Moulding on the teams remit followed by a question and answer session on this service.

The Street Scene Team Wardens commented as follows:

i. The team has been formed for about 18 months and are employed by HDC.
ii. They work in conjunction with the Police and our PCSO and have been given accredited powers by the Police.

iii. They tackle anti-social behaviour with regard to Dog Fouling, Fly Posting, Abandoned Vehicles, and Cigarette Litter etc. and can issue fixed penalties for the same.  In addition they operate a yellow card system for offenders, three strikes and more serious action is taken.

iv. They participate in Community Development events and provide education to integrate young people into the community.
v. Resource is scarce and is targeted based upon information received from the Police.

Members present agreed that this is an invaluable service and there was regret that there are so few Street Team Scene Wardens.  Cllr. Edwards pointed out that one of the key issues for the village was dog fouling.  For many years this had been a problem on The Common and on the field behind The Village Centre.  The Clerk advised that following a recent consultation with Shelley School, up to 50 young children had commented that dog mess was a problem in their play/green areas.  It was agreed that the Clerk should liaise with the Street Scene Team Wardens for support with this matter.
172/08 Travellers on The Common – Presentation by Inspector Stephen Keeler, Sussex Police on working with the Parish Council to develop a relevant Action Plan.  This presentation was followed by a session of questions and answers.
Inspector Keeler commented as follows:
i. This presentation related to any group of people who reside on a piece of land that does not belong to them, i.e. it is not restricted to travellers.
ii. The Inspector had been dealing with trespassers for the last 15 years but unfortunately was off-duty when the travellers arrived on The Common in July 2008.

iii. Outlined Police powers with regard to Section 61 (Direction to Leave Land and the Power to Arrest) and 62 of the Public Order Act 1994 and the questions that have to be asked and the decisions that have to be made before these powers can be enforced.  A pack of information was given to members present that included a letter from the Chief Superintendent served on people who trespass which highlighted unacceptable locations for the travelling community to reside on, these locations included a recreation ground or village green.  It was noted that this letter was not issued to the trespassers in July 2008.

Inspector Keeler apologised on behalf of The Police as he felt that they had not used their powers appropriately and that the community should have received a better service.  Cllr. Edwards thanked the Inspector for attending the meeting and for providing members with the packs of information.

173/08 Police Matters
PCSO Jeff Grant provided a report as follows:
i. Singleton Road Play Area – there have been no reported incidents since the last meeting.

ii. Corsletts Avenue – he has spoken to the resident who had concerns with regard to the Youth Shelter.

iii. There were two reports of anti-social behaviour on Halloween.

iv. Street Surgery – thanked Councillors for joining him at his last ‘surgery’ and advised that another was to be held outside Tescos on 29th November  between 9.00am and 4.00pm.

Any other Police Matters:
Parking on the grass at Sullington Mead – The Clerk had received further reports of cars parked on the grass at Sullington Mead.  Inspector Keeler felt that there may be an applicable byelaw with regard to driving on to a grassed area that the PSCO might like to look at.  The PCSO agreed to investigate this byelaw.  There were no other matters from members to report.
174/08 Matters Arising
The Clerk has not received all the quotes for loping the conifers at The Village Centre.  This matter will be considered at the next meeting.

175/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson was not able to attend this meeting but provided an update on The Boundary Committee.  A further response has been sent (the Clerk has distributed this to members).  The response for the Electoral Review, from the Boundary Committee, is expected mid-November 2008.

176/08 Recreation
Bob Reynolds, Cowfold Fencing has been instructed to do the work at The Common.  A decision has to be made as to where to locate the removable posts for vehicle access and the exact location of the posts has to be agreed.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should set up a meeting with Mr Reynolds and that two Councillors will attend to agree the final location of the posts.

177/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  Cllr. Jones asked the Clerk to obtain copies of the Planning Handbook for the Planning Team.

178/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for October 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. There were no additional hours for the Clerk or the Clerk for Strategy and Development.  The Clerk has claimed 20.25 hours for the Big Lottery Project.

iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the application from HDC to pay £2,700 to the Youth Club being held at the BBH Leisure Centre but that monies should be refunded on a pro-rata basis should the Youth Club cease in the next 12 months.  Cllr. Horner also suggested that HDC should provide further information as to how this money will be apportioned.  The Clerk will obtain this information and obtain a guarantee with regard to any refund from HDC prior to sending the cheque.
iv. The Clerk provided a list of possible expenditure for the next 3 months.  It was RESOLVED to leave £60,000, for a period of 3 months, in the Co-Op Guaranteed Investment Account and transfer the balance to the Business Account.  A discussion also took place on spreading the risk of balances up to a government guaranteed amount of £50,000.  It was agreed that there was no need to move monies to another bank.

179/08 Planning Matters

There have been no planning applications received since the last meeting on 6th October 2008.  There were therefore no planning matters to discuss.

180/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
i. Gypsies & Travellers Consultation – Cllr. England’s response, having previously been circulated, was discussed by the members present.  It was RESOLVED to approve and send the response on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllr. Edwards thanked Cllr. England for reviewing this consultation.

ii. NHS Constitution Consultation – Cllr. Hutton provided a précis of the document and encouraged Councillors to read it.  She advised that the document was well written, quite idealistic and a question of theory being put into practice.  She had advised the Clerk before the deadline that a written response was not necessary.

iii. Code of Conduct – this paper invites views on proposals for revising the Model Code of Conduct and a proposed model code of conduct for local government employees.  A response is due by 24th December and this consultation will be reviewed by the Establishment Panel.
181/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Mulberry Gardens – Cllr. Horner and The Clerk met with HDC and the developer ‘Barratts’ on site on 15th October 2008 to try to progress this matter.  Barratts has suggested that the Parish Council adopt the land and that a sum is offered by way of commutation to maintain this area in the future.  HDC are working on a proposal for a commuted sum; the Parish Council will consider adopting the land when more information becomes available.

ii. Complaint regarding overhanging hedge – Wickhurst Lane.  The Clerk has received a response from WSCC, Highways who advise that they have inspected the path and that the footway is adequate for the usage and that there are no proposals to widen the footway.

iii. The Underpass – The Youth Offending Team have completed the work at the underpass.

iv. Deep hole in the footpath around The Floodgates.  The Clerk has reported this matter to the WSCC, Access Ranger who has recommended that a small hand-rail be sited in this area.

182/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for October September 2008 totalling £3.180.80, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
183/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 17th November – Planning Meeting - Cancelled

Tuesday 25th November – Recreation 7.30pm, Establishment 8.30pm 

Monday 1st December – Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm

Meeting closed 10.25pm
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