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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 6th October 2008  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
149/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors M Curnock (Chairman), A Blann, J England, B Hutton, I Johnston, J Jones and S Horner (District).  Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), PCSO J Grant and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. V Edwards, G Clark, N Dixon and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
There were also 2 members of the public present; one with regard to item 150/08 (Allotments) and another who had come to listen and observe. 
Cllr. Curnock suspended Standing Orders so that the member present could express their views and ask questions on 150/08 (vi); details of which are given below.

150/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. A request has been received from Peter Home, HDC to attend a future meeting to discuss ‘Real Time Passenger Information’.  The Clerk has invited Peter Home to the meeting in November 2008.  Cllrs. have been asked to give some thought as to their views on this initiative in preparation for the next meeting.

ii. The SLCC – Regional Conference is on Wednesday 12th November 2008.  Parish Council members are unable to attend.

iii. Cllr. Curnock advised the members present that Cllr. Basil Stenning has resigned and that a card and small gift has been arranged to thank Cllr. Stenning for the many years of service, spanning decades that he has given to the community. This vacancy, as well as the two existing vacancies, have been advertised and advised to HDC.

iv. The Clerk read correspondence received from two residents with regard to The Common following the departure of the Family Funfair.  Both residents raised concerns that deep furrows had been left and that the condition of the ground could be dangerous to users.  One resident asked the Parish Council to consider whether the fair should return in future.  The Clerk advised that she had spoken to the owner of the fair who advised that they did try to make good before they left but that the grass had been long so the deep furrows were perhaps not obvious.  The owner immediately arranged, after a period of rain, to roll The Common and make good the furrows left behind.  He also advised that the Parish Council should retain his deposit until they were satisfied with the work done.

It was noted that the fair had been very popular this year, especially with families over the weekend; the Thursday evening was not so popular.  The PCSO advised that there were no incidents reported.  The owner will be applying to bring this attraction again to The Common next year but will ask for four hours on the Sunday afternoon instead of the Thursday night.

It was agreed that The Clerk should thank the residents for raising their concerns and update them on the work done by the owner of the fair and return the deposit to the owner of the funfair.  A decision as to whether the fair should return will be made upon receipt of a request from the Family Funfair.

v. The Greening Campaign – HDC asked if there may be interest in the community to take action against climate change?  The Greening Campaign is looking to support up to five communities in tackling climate change and has asked whether the village may like to volunteer.  A number of Councillors felt that there was currently too much going on; others felt that we might like to find out more.  It was agreed that the community may well wish to get involved but that perhaps Shelley School may be best placed to drive this through.  The Clerk will send details to Shelley School.
vi. Update on the Provision of Allotments. 

The member of the public present asked the following questions:
a) When the Parish Council would comply with their statutory duty to provide allotments?

b) What sites had been identified and if Compulsory Purchase was being pursued?

c) Had The Clerk received advice from SALC on this matter?
The Clerk and the Members present advised as follows:

a) The Parish Council has for many years pursued the provision of allotments but has been let down by the District Council with sites not becoming available as promised following previous developments.  There is difficulty in finding a suitable piece of land in the Village and further work has been done this year.
b) The Clerk listed those sites which have been identified over the years.  Cllr. Hodgson advised that Compulsory Purchase is not an easy option to pursue and that land could not be obtained at agricultural prices.  This option would be costly and may take many years to pursue, the land owners would object, a public enquiry would be required and even then the Inspector may not approve the purchase.  Cllr. Jones advised that to purchase land, using tax payer’s monies’ may not be acceptable to the village.

c) The Clerk confirmed that SALC had advised that opportunities in neighbouring parishes should be pursued if land was not available in Broadbridge Heath
After a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that the best opportunities for the Parish Council to proactively pursue the provision of allotments were as follows:
· As part of the new development an 80 plot allotment site has been specified.  The Parish Council should work with Horsham District Council to get the best possible deal for existing residents as part of the development and planning process.

· The Parish Council should pursue the Shelley School site for allotments in the future, from WSCC, i.e. when the new school is built.  This may be achieved using S106 funds.
Cllr. Horner agreed to raise the question of allotments at the HDC Full Council Meeting on 8th October 2008.

This item was discussed during the public session and Standing Order resumed.
vii. Cllr. England had received a letter from a resident in Corsletts Avenue with regard to the provision of a Youth Shelter behind the Village Centre.  This resident felt that this was not a good idea and highlighted some potential problems.  PCSO Jeff Grant volunteered to personally visit this resident to discuss the resident’s concerns, this proposal was agreed by the members present.
viii. The Clerk has been asked if a member of the Parish Council would lay a wreath on Remembrance Sunday (9th November 2008).  Cllr. England volunteered on behalf of the Council, should he not be available then Cllr. Horner will lay this wreath. 

151/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no new declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.
152/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st September 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
153/08 Police Matters

a) PCSO Jeff Grant provided a report as follows:

i. Singleton Road Play Area
· No incidents have been reported since the last meeting.

· There have been random patrols – no youths have been present.
· The CCTV sign is outstanding.
· Incidents are sporadic, there is not enough activity there to support increased police presence.

Following the meeting with residents on 7th September, a number of options were put forward to include the removal of the benches and flat swing, planting and reinforcing fencing.  The PCSO felt that it would be inappropriate to spend more funds in this area given the level of reported anti-social behaviour. The PCSO has however recommended that the landlord erects a wire fence in front of the existing fence to prevent damage.

This matter will be referred to the Recreation Committee for a decision on whether the Parish Council should take any further action. 

ii. Cllr. Judith Jones has agreed to represent the residents of the village on The Policing Panel.  Any Community Issues should be reported via The Clerk.  The Community Action Team (CAT) will no longer meet.  The PCSO thanked Helen Dayneswood for her support and contribution to this team over the years.

iii. Anti-Social behaviour Church Road – a visit has been made to an elderly resident who has been the subject of anti-social behaviour. 

iv. There have been no significant parking issues at Shelley School when the PCSO has visited.

b) Any other Police Matters

i. A ‘Surgery’ will be held outside the One Stop shop on 15th October 2008 from 1.00 to 4.00pm; support from the Parish Council would be appreciated.
ii. A Neighbourhood Watch Meeting was scheduled in the Village Centre on 27th September but nobody attended.  This will be rescheduled at a later date and the Village Magazine will include an article to attract attendance.  
iii. The PCSO thanked the Parish Council for including his contact details in the magazine.

There were no matters from members to report.
154/08 Matters Arising
i. The Village/Parish Magazine, due to a delay in obtaining advertising, was published around 2nd October 2008.  Feedback suggests that this is very popular.  Cllr. England advised that St John’s Church would make contact with regard to future publications. 
ii. The Street Scene Team Wardens have been invited to the November Parish Council Meeting, the ‘Wardens’ have not yet confirmed that they will be attending. 

155/08 Travellers on The Common

i. The Clerk has arranged to meet with Inspector Steve Keeler, Sussex Police on 15th October 2008 at 10am.  Cllr. Hutton has agreed to attend this meeting with The Clerk.
ii. Inspector Steven Keeler will attend the meeting on 3rd November to discuss the legal implications and powers available to landowners, councils and police to assist us in developing an Action Plan.

iii. The Clerk had asked six contractors to quote for a vehicle ‘post’ barrier at The Common.  Five contractors had submitted quotes, one declined to quote.  The quotes were discussed and it was RESOLVED to appoint Cowfold Fencing at a cost of £7,944 to do the work. It should be noted that Cowfold Fencing came highly recommended by HDC and had been extremely helpful in providing advice and a technical specification for the work involved.

156/08 Strategic Development

The Clerk (Strategy & Development) provided a written update on progress with plans for the West of Horsham Development.  

She advised that on 8th October 2008, there is a special HDC Council Meeting to:

· Adopt the West of Horsham Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) based on a modified Option 1 scenario.

· Agree the publication of the Draft ‘Land West of Horsham Design Principles & Character Areas’ SPD for a 6 week public consultation period starting 31st October 2008.

 

The next Reference Group Meeting has been scheduled for Monday 27th October.

Cllr. Horner advised that she would be attending the meeting on 8th October and asked if there were matters to raise; the members present provided feedback.
157/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson provided an update on the following matters:

i. The Boundary Committee has asked for a response on an option which links Itchingfield with Billingshurst.  Itchingfield Parish Council is opposed to this development.  The Clerk will reiterate Broadbridge Heath’s objection to the proposals being put forward by the Boundary Committee.

ii. A recent matter reported in the WSCT regarding Councillor ‘interests’.

iii. Concerns have been raised with regard to overgrown pathways in St. John’s Crescent. The Clerk will report this matter to WSCC, Highways.
iv. A CLC grant of £800 has been approved towards promoting The Music Festival on 17th October 2008.

v. Cllr. Hodgson sent his apologies for not attending the next meeting; he will be attending the CLC meeting on that evening.

158/08 Recreation
a) The Clerk has received £250 from the Cricket Club as partial payment for rent/insurance. The balance of £472 is due in October 2008.

b) A grant application request has been received from BBH Junior Football Club; this will be considered under Finance.

c) The Clerk has received one quote for lopping the conifers at the Village Centre but is unclear as to the extent of the work required.  It was agreed that the Clerk should obtain at least three quotes to cover the area between the ditch behind the Village Centre and the gate at the bottom of the field.

159/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
160/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for September 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s additional hours of 2.5 carried forward from August to prepare the technical specification for The Common and 20.5 for ‘Big Lottery’, together with an additional 12 hours for the S&D Clerk, be approved for payment.  
iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the grant application from BBH Junior Football Club of £750 from S137 funds.
iv. It was RESOLVED to approve a cost of £375 + VAT to deepen and widen the ditches alongside the Cricket Field. The Clerk had obtained five quotes, ranging from a digger only (no labour) to a digger, dumper and labour; it was agreed that a digger, dumper and labour was required to complete this work and secure the Cricket Field.  The Clerk will make arrangements for this work to be done.
v. Mazars (External Audit) Annual Return – the Clerk advised that except for the Risk Assessment which has to be completed annually and reviewed by the Parish Council, Mazars had reported that in their opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters (except as above) have come to their attention which give cause for concern.  Mazars has also advised that the Council must ensure that it addresses matters raised by the Internal Auditor.

vi. The second instalment of the precept of £23,247 was received on 30 September 2008.

vii. The Parish Council has been awarded an Environmental Cleansing Grant of £4,273; this represents a small increase on last year (£4,187).

viii. The bank reconciliations at 30 September 2008 were checked and agreed by Cllr. Hutton.
ix. The Clerk presented the half year accounts to 30 September 2008 to members present.  Each Councillor received a list of receipts and payments together with movements in the bank and cash book balances.  A comparison of budget to actual was also provided together with a percentage spend to date and comments.  A list of reserves was also included and the requirement to retain the Strategic Development Reserve was considered.  It was RESOLVED to transfer the £10k reserve for Strategic Development Costs to a reserve for the security and maintenance requirements at The Common and The Village Centre. 
161/08 Planning Matters

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 1st September 2008 had been previously circulated to members.  The planning matters for this evening’s meeting were presented to members by Cllr. England as follows:

	REF
	Received
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	Comment

	DC/08/2063
	02/10/2008
	127 Charrington Way Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3TL
	Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of a two-storey rear extension, conservatory, single-storey front extension and conversion of garage to study
	6/10/2008 No Objection.

	LI/08/0342
	04/09/2008
	The Scout Hall, BBH
	Grant a premises licence for licensable Activities to take place occasionally between 10 and 23.30
	Cllrs JJ and GC, declared an interest.  6/10/2008 No Objection but note concern with regard to increased litter (cans/bottles). 

	DC/08/1726 AMENDED  2/10/2008
	14/08/2008
	100 Billingshurst Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3LP
	Two-storey side extension to South East flank and single-storey side extension to North East flank
	1/9/2008 - No Objection. Amended Plans - 6/10/2008 No Objection


There were no questions or objections put forward.  The Parish Council agreed with the recommendations made by the Planning Committee.
The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  
162/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
i. Gypsies & Travellers Consultation – Cllr. England will present a response for the Parish Council to agree at the next meeting.
ii. The Making and Enforcement of Byelaws Consultation Minerals – A response is due by 20th November 2008.  The Clerk has asked HDC if they will be responding on behalf of the District and will advise members accordingly.
iii. NHS Constitution Consultation – Cllrs. Curnock, Hutton and Johnston will review this consultation; a response is required by 17th October 2008.

iv. Minerals and Waste Development Framework Forum – Thursday 23rd October 2008 at Lower Beeding Village Hall.  It was suggested that Cllr. Clark may be interested in attending this forum; the Clerk will send details to Cllr. Clark.
163/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Corsletts Avenue/Stanford Way Verge Parking – A request from a resident has been received asking that the Parish Council review the position with regard to verge parking in this area.  This matter has been on-going for many years and WSCC has suggested that verge posts may be a solution.  The Parish Council agreed to contribute to this development if this is what the residents in the area agree upon but felt that there was little more they could do to intervene; the Clerk will advise the resident accordingly. 
ii. Complaint regarding overhanging hedge – Wickhurst Lane.  The Clerk has received a telephone call from a resident to advise that he was having difficulty negotiating a wheelchair on the pavement around the Old Post Office Cottages in Wickhurst Lane.  The Clerk was asked to refer this matter to WSCC, Highways for their advice as to whether the width of the footpaths meets current safety requirements.
iii. The Underpass – The lighting will be replaced by Scope in October 2008.  The Clerk has arranged for the Youth Offending Team with support from HDC, Hop Oast to clear the overgrown vegetation in the triangle at the underpass.

iv. Mulberry Gardens – Cllr. Horner and The Clerk are meeting with HDC and the developer ‘Barratts’ on 15th October 2008 to try to progress this matter.

v. Graffiti at the Village Centre – HDC will be cleaning the graffiti from the play area when access to the field can be arranged.  The keys are currently with BBH Junior Football Club.  

vi. Cllr. England advised that there was a deep hole in the footpath around The Floodgates/Rose Cottage.  The Clerk will report this matter to the WSCC, Access Ranger. 
164/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for September 2008 totalling £10,084.08, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
165/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 20th October - Planning 8.00pm (St. John’s Church), if there are planning applications to consider.

Monday 3rd November - Planning - 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm (St John’s Church Hall)
Meeting closed 11.05pm

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council


PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9XX


Telephone: 01403-785864. Mobile 07733 359479


Email:clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk











