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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 1st September 2008  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
132/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, B Hutton,  J Jones and B Stenning.  Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), PCSO J Grant, Clerk for Strategy & Development H Dayneswood and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: S Horner (District) and J England.
There were also 10 members of the public present with regard to items 136/08 (Singleton Road) and 138/09 (Travellers on The Common). 
133/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. A request has been received from the Street Scene Team Wardens to attend a future meeting.  Members present agreed to this request; The Clerk will invite this team to the Parish Council Meeting in November 2008. 
ii. Sussex Rural Housing Conference – Cllr. Dixon has volunteered to attend this event which takes place on Thursday 25th September 2008 in Hassocks.

iii. Parking Issues at Shelley School – A request has been received from WSCC for the Parish Council to support schemes which may improve the parking situation around Shelley School to include a ‘Park and Stride Scheme’ utilising the Village Centre Car Park and a ‘Walking Bus’.  The Parish Council agreed to support both these schemes.  The Clerk will advise WSCC accordingly and also inform them that improvements are awaited from WSCC with regard to the implementation of a School Safety Zone and that the PSCO Jeff Grant will look at this situation from a Police point of view.
iv. Cllr. G Clark will attend the next HALC meeting on 22 September 2008.

v. The content of a letter from a resident of Pinewood Close regarding the ‘Provision of Allotments’ was discussed.  The resident asked the Parish Council to respond as to when they may discharge their duty with regard to this long outstanding matter.  Cllr. Hodgson advised that this was a matter for Horsham District Council.  The Clerk advised that she had written and spoken to HDC but their advice was that until land could be found they could be of little assistance but that they can provide technical assistance when a piece of land is found.  The Clerk also advised that she had done some research with regard to the Charrington Way site but to pursue a possible ‘Change of Use’ the Parish Council has to establish if there are any legal restrictions on the use of this piece of land.  With that, the Clerk wrote to Land Registry, whose response was that the Parish Council has no registered title to this land.  The Clerk will respond to the resident, escalate this matter to HDC once again and establish what action is required to transfer the title of the Charrington Way ‘green area’ to the Parish Council.

vi. MacMillan has publicised an up and coming event to join the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on 26th September 2008.  Details are on the Notice Board at the Village Centre.
vii. Horsham District Community Partnership has asked for a representative to attend a VCS meeting on 2 October 2008.  Cllr. Dixon may be able to attend.  The Clerk will send details to Cllr. Dixon.
134/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no new declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.
135/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th July 2008 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 11th August 2008 be approved as a true record of the meetings and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
136/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant provided a report as follows:

i. Singleton Road Play Area – there were two calls relating to one incident i.e. a fire at the Singleton Road Play area during the month; an extract of the content of these calls was shared with those present.  The PCSO advised that a CCTV sign has been ordered for the area and that whilst there have been patrols in this area it is ‘hard to target’ as incidents are sporadic and there are so few calls being received by the Police. 

Cllr. Edwards suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak.  
One member of the public showed the PCSO evidence of the materials she had collected following the fire at the play area.  Another expressed concern with regard to the layout of equipment in the play area and that the larger swings, since being added to the area at least 7 years ago, were attracting an older age group who used them as goal-posts; the area is intended for under 10’s only.  Following a meeting with residents last summer, a fence has been installed but it was mentioned that the fencing had not been effective and that the area was not being locked up as intended.  Cllr. Edwards advised that at the meeting that had taken place last year, residents had commented that this area was well utilised and enjoyed by the children in the area and that they did not want the play area shut down.
It was RESOLVED that a meeting with the Police (PSCO J Grant), members of the Recreation Committee and the residents of Singleton Road should be arranged; PCSO J Grant agreed to arrange an on-site meeting to pursue possible options.

The meeting resumed:

The PSCO also advised that from 20th July 2008 to 31 August 2008 there had been a small number of calls (12) relating to anti-social behaviour and there had been no calls with regard to mini motorbikes for the last 2 weeks.

ii. Community Action Team (CAT) meetings – the way forward (Terms of Reference) – The PCSO had shared his thoughts with the Parish Council as to how CAT may work in the future but had since received information with regard to a new initiative i.e. a ‘Neighbourhood Policing Panel’ whereby the village would be merged with Warnham and Southwater so that resources could be shared and projects formed to address local issues.  It was agreed that the PCSO would discuss this further with the Clerk for Strategy and Development but the suggestion was that members of CAT merge/become members of the Policing Panel and that the Parish Council should appoint a representative who is closely involved in matters affecting the community.  The Clerk will add ‘consider a Parish Council representative for the Policing Panel’ to the next agenda. 

· Operation Crackdown – there is a website www.operationcrackdown.org where members of the public can report anti-social driving.  The PSCO will obtain posters for the Clerk to display on the notice boards and the Clerk will advertise this website in the next village magazine.

· A SID training day has been arranged for 2nd October 2008.
iii. Any Other Police Matters - The Clerk has received a letter from a resident in Thelton Avenue in connection with the damaged wall at the Village Centre and the security of the garages in that area.  The resident has been advised that the Parish Council has no obligation to repair the wall and that thefts/break-in’s are a matter for the Police.

There were no other police matters raised by members to report.
137/08 Matters Arising
i. A response to the Boundary Committee has been sent by the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council.

ii. The Village/Parish Magazine entry has been sent, the magazine will be published week commencing 15th September 2008.

138/08 Travellers on The Common
i. Cllr. Edwards and The Clerk provided an update on the progress made towards the Action Points raised from the Extra-Ordinary Meeting a few weeks ago on Monday 11th August 2008.

· Professional advice from Horsham District Council has been received to advise that bunding and tree-trunks are not a viable option.  The recommendation is galvanised steel knee high fencing; members and the public present were in favour of this option.
· HDC recommended Cowfold Fencing to supply a technical quote with regard to securing The Common.  Cllr. Jones and the Clerk have met with this contractor and a quote has been received to supply a galvanised post and rail system at a cost of approximately £12k.  The access point(s) were reviewed during this visit and there is an option to create an entrance in the Old Guildford Road, by the bus stop, where there is a dropped kerb but this would prevent the funfair from accessing The Common at this point on future occasions.
· Other vulnerable areas i.e. The Cricket Ground and the Village Centre have been visited and recommendations received (see ii).

· The new Village Magazine will include contact details for residents to call the Police should ‘travellers’ visit again.
· The Clerk is pursuing advice from HDC, the Police and other authorities with regard to formulating a policy for dealing with travellers who may access Parish land in future.  HDC has mentioned the possibility of providing a seminar for Clerks in the area as to the options possible options for dealing with Travellers.  
· A response has not been requested from the Chief Constable as to their apparent lack of action during the ‘visit’.  The Clerk advised that an Inspector Keller from Horsham Police had quoted in an article in the West Sussex County Times that he would be happy to work with the Parish Council to look at a solution.  The Clerk suggested that it might be more appropriate to take up this offer; members present agreed with this recommendation.  

ii. Agree Next Steps, Budget and Participants.

· The Clerk will make contact with Cowfold Fencing to request a quote for posts only.  Upon receipt of this quote at least two further quotes will be requested and considered at the next appropriate Parish Council Meeting.

· The Clerk will invite The Cricket Club to attend the next Recreation Committee Meeting to discuss the security of the area around the Cricket Ground.
· It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of £96 for Cowfold Fencing to re-set the existing bollards at the Village Centre.

· The Clerk will make contact with Inspector Keeler, Horsham Police to establish how the Parish Council and The Police can work together in future to prevent, or at the very least ensure the prompt removal of Travellers from Parish land.
· The Clerk will explore HDC’s suggestion that they may be able to provide advice and assistance to all local clerks in the area as to how to deal with unwanted visits from travellers.

· The Clerk will continue to pursue the formulation of a Parish Council Policy; the publication of such a policy is however dependant on consultation with many authorities and local bodies so may well take some time to implement.
139/08 Strategic Development
i. The Clerk (Strategy & Development) gave an update on the latest progress with plans for the West of Horsham development.  It is looking very hopeful that an acceptable highways solution will be found for the Option 1 layout.  HDC Councillors will be reviewing the draft Masterplan document shortly.  Members of the West of Horsham Masterplanning Reference Group will have the opportunity to feed back comments on the draft Masterplan.  The plan is for HDC to formally adopt the Masterplan document on 8th October 2008.

ii. The Reference Group members of BBHPC had met separately with BBH Football Club and also with HDC together with BBH Football Club, to explore the options for the new sports pitches and associated pavilion.  The challenge is to find a plan that will meet the requirements of the Football League but at the same time keep all the facilities available to the community.  It is likely that the land and building will need to be adopted and maintained by the Parish Council.  HDC’s proposed location for the new sports pitches is on the western side of the development, close to the BBH Leisure Centre, with shared car parking arrangements.
140/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson provided an update on the following matters:

i. That a response with regard to progress on the Option 1 solution for the West of Horsham development is due by the end of September 2008.  August has seen further work being done by advisors and auditors.

ii. Electoral Review – expressed thanks for our response to The Boundary Committee.

141/08 Recreation
i. The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 16th September 2008 at 8.00pm (St John’s Church).  The meeting on 15th September 2008 has been cancelled.
ii. There were no other urgent Recreation matters arising.

142/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
143/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for August 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s additional hours of 2.54 and 20.50 for ‘Big Lottery’, together with an additional 6.75 hours for the S&D Clerk, is approved for payment.  
iii. It was RESOLVED, as recommended by the Establishment Committee, that the Clerk’s hours are capped at 65 hours per month for Parish Council business (excluding Big Lottery) and that any additional projects/hours be discussed and approved by Chairman/Vice Chairman.

iv. It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of upgrade of the Parish Council computer and provide back-up facilities from budget/reserves i.e. of £140.  The Clerk will arrange for these upgrade/back-up facilities to be installed.
v. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk could attend the SALC/AirS AGM on 7th November at a cost of £16+ hours + travel (shared with Slinfold).

vi. It was RESOLVED to approve the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) membership of £28.  The Clerk will arrange for payment at the next meeting.

iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of a replacement padlock of up to £40 to secure the gate at the Cricket Field.  The Clerk will liaise with the Cricket Club on this matter.

144/08 Planning Matters

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 11th August 2008 and the Planning Matters for this evening’s meeting were circulated to members.  The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  There were no questions or matters arising from the members present.
145/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities 
See 132/08.
146/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Pavements outside 11 Old Guildford Road – Cllr. Jones advised that the tarmac around the BT man-hole covers is wearing away.  The Clerk will report this to WSCC, Highways.
ii. Mulberry Gardens – Cllr. Stenning advised that a resident had reported an increase in rubbish around the Mulberry Gardens entrance.  The Clerk will speak to the Litter Warden on this matter and HDC, Environmental Cleansing as necessary.

iii. Mulberry Gardens frontage – all parties contacted by the Clerk have declined to take responsibility for maintaining vegetation to the area to the front of Mulberry Gardens.  The Clerk will refer this matter to HDC, Enforcement for further investigation.

iv. Cllr. Dixon asked for an update on the Downs Link; members present appraised Cllr. Dixon of the updates received from Cllr. Hodgson, details of which can be found in previous minutes.
147/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for August 2008 totalling £5,215.75, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. Cllr. Hutton asked if payment had been received from WSCC for the bus shelters; the Clerk confirmed that this was banked in July 2008. 
148/08 Next Meeting(s)
Tuesday 16th September – Recreation 8.00pm (St John’s Church Hall)

Monday 6th October Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm (St John’s Church Hall)
Meeting closed 10.20pm
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