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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 7th July 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

109/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, B Hutton,  J Jones, I Johnston, B Stenning and S Horner (District).  Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County) and Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: PCSO J Grant.
110/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. St. Johns Church, having approached HDC with regard to a S106 grant, has decided not to apply for funding.  The Clerk has reviewed Horsham District Council’s records for outstanding S106 monies and a list was presented to members showing the following contributions:

· Community Facilities - £6,150

· Transport - £17,538

· Footway - £20,000

TOTAL 
- £43,688
The accuracy of Transport and Footway contributions need to be verified.  The Clerk has approached WSCC, David Lambert on this matter and is awaiting feedback and will update members accordingly.  Cllr. Edwards asked members to bear in mind that these contributions were available.
ii. Community Action Team - The Clerk for Strategy and Development (S&D) informed members that this team has good contacts and networks but that there is a degree of overlap between the matters considered by the Parish Council and this group.  Cllr. Edwards recommended that this team consider their Terms of Reference and that the members give thought as to how this team should interact with the Parish Council.  The Clerk for S & D will look at the Terms of Reference and the Clerk will add this as an agenda item for discussion and agreement at the next Parish Council Meeting.
iii. The Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman of Sub-Committees has not taken place at the first meeting of these committees following the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting.  The Clerk(s) should ensure that this is added to the agenda at the next meeting of these committees. 
iv. The Clerk has received an email from the Cricket Club with regard to a vehicle gaining access to the field.  The Cricket Club has requested the Parish Council’s assistance with this matter.   The Clerk was requested to establish more information from the Cricket Club with regard to the assistance required. 

111/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no new declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.
112/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd June 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
113/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present but provided a report as follows:

i. BBH Cricket Club – attempts are being made to identify the vehicle, believed to have been driven over the cricket field; this matter is being investigated and progressed.

ii. Tent in woods off Byfleets Road – the PCSO is waiting to hear from a colleague on this matter.
iii. Singleton Road – The PCSO has visited this location on several occasions and has attempted to contact a local resident to obtain an update.  Student Officers continue to monitor this area. No problems have been reported to the Police.
iv. Parking Old Guildford Road/Forge Close – the PCSO has not witnessed any obstruction which could be detrimental to road users but will continue to monitor the situation.  The Clerk was requested to ask the PCSO to monitor this area early morning and evenings. 

v. A24 Bridge – The Clerk has received a report from a resident of a stone being thrown from the footbridge crossing the A24.  This matter has been referred to the PCSO and to Tanbridge School.
vi. Wall in Thelton Avenue – PS Lovell has received a response from the resident responsible for the wall by the Village Centre.  This resident has advised that due to the expense involved they have no intention of repairing the wall.  The Clerk was requested to write to the resident to point out the risk of being sued for liability in the event of an accident. 
vii. Anti-Social Behaviour – there have been no reports of nuisance in the last 4 weeks.

There were no other police matters raised by members to report.

114/08 Matters Arising
i. All Declarations of Interest Forms have now been received.

ii. A complaint has been received of ‘fly-posting’ around the village.  Members were advised that the posters have now been removed.

iii. HDC has advised that they do not have the resources to respond to The Clerk’s request for advice on the use of The Common for private functions. The Parish Council agreed given the cost involved that this matter, at this time, should not be pursued further.

115/08 Strategic Development

i. The Clerk for Strategy and Development provided an update on the Reference Group meeting on 9th June 2008.  HDC is looking at potential compromises with regard to the traffic options and independent consultants have been asked to report back.  Cllr. Hodgson advised that he had attended a meeting on 30th June 2008 and that a further update regarding the traffic options will be provided at the end of July 2008.  

ii. The Clerk for Strategy & Development provided members with a report on the meeting with Village Centre representatives regarding the future needs for community buildings in the village.  HDC has requested that the Parish Council consider what the requirements are for ‘Community Buildings’.  A discussion took place amongst members and it was RESOLVED that The Reference Group should provide HDC with a cohesive document showing the overall approach from the Parish Council.  It was agreed that recommendations should include a ‘trebling’ of community building floor space and should factor in operations/organisations for BBH residents which currently have to meet outside the village due to lack of local space.  The BBH Reference Group members would work on the detail of the recommendations at their next meeting.   Cllr. Dixon asked that The Clerk minute that he would like the Parish Council to discuss the Provision for Youths at the next Parish Council Meeting.
116/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson provided an update on the following matters:

i. Electoral Review – the Boundary Committee’s Report setting out its draft recommendations for the future electoral arrangements in West Sussex has been published and Cllr. Hodgson advised that the ‘committees’ recommendation is for village to form part of the Horsham, Tanbridge and Broadbridge Heath electoral division. Cllr. Hodgson will be objecting to this proposal. The deadline for representations is 25th August 2008.

ii. Allotments – Cllr. Hodgson suggested the Charrington Way area as a possible allotment space or using a part of The Common as a temporary measure.  The Clerk will investigate if there is the potential to ‘Change the Use’ of the Charrington Way green area.

iii. Missing Downs Link – negotiations continue with various parties with regard to upgrading the footpath/bridleway. 
117/08 Recreation
i. Thelton Avenue Wall (West) – The Clerk has received a response from Land Registry and has forwarded all the relevant documentation to HDC for their advice.  HDC has agreed to respond as soon as possible.  The Clerk will pursue the response from HDC and report back to members.

ii. Allotments – The Clerk has thanked the landowner for meeting with the Parish Councillors   and has referred this matter to HDC for further advice.  The Clerk will pursue a response from HDC and report back to members.
iii. Replacement Bins – The bin at The Common which leaked water has been removed by the handyman and replaced by one which was close by.  The Clerk will monitor the use of this bin with the Litter Warden prior to purchasing a new bin.  A new bin for Charrington Way will be ordered. 

iv. Annual Spring Clean – the final arrangements were discussed; this ‘clean’ will take place on 12th July at 10.30am (meeting at The Ducky). 
v. The Posts at the Common will be replaced week commencing 14th July 2008.

There were no further matters from the Recreation Meeting requiring immediate attention.

118/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
119/08 Parish/Village Magazine

The Clerk advised that we require three to four A4 pages of content for the magazine by mid-August.  The content should include a page or so of smaller articles containing around 50 words.

Cllr. Edwards will provide an introductory Chairman’s Report, perhaps based on the report from the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Clerk will provide information with regard to the Parish Council i.e. contact, meetings, the website etc.  

Cllrs. volunteered to submit articles to The Clerk on The Gala Association, Senior Citizens event, up and coming events and the history of the magazine.  For future editions, all Councillors were encouraged to submit a small article.  The Clerk will edit and submit the articles to the Editor of the magazine by mid-August.
120/08 Approval and Sign-off of the Bank/Cash book Reconciliations.

Internal Audit has recommended that bank reconciliations are signed-off by a Parish Council member.  It was agreed at the last Establishment Panel meeting that Cllr. Hutton would perform this task and sign-off the reconciliations.  The Clerk presented the bank reconciliations at 30 June 2008 for the three bank accounts held by the Parish Council; these were duly reviewed and signed-off by Cllr. Hutton.
121/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for June 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED that The Clerk’s additional hours of 19.39, for holidays taken in June and 12.50 for ‘Big Lottery’, together with an additional 8.50 hours for The S&D Clerk, be approved for payment.  
iii. It was RESOLVED to pay Mr Bayne £170.00 for maintenance work around the village.

iv. It was RESOLVED to approve the cost of £200.00 for a new bin for Charrington Way.

v. It was RESOLVED to use the new St John’s Church hall facilities from September 2008 subject to the hire charges being acceptable.

122/08 Planning Matters

There were no planning applications to consider at the planning meeting scheduled for earlier in the evening; this meeting was therefore cancelled.  A Planning Matters Report was circulated by The Clerk providing an update since the meeting on 23rd June 2008. 

HDC had advised of an application from Tesco for a New Premises Licence (LI/08/0234) to allow alcohol to be sold in all parts of the store, including upstairs, should they wish to do so at some stage in the future.  It was RESOLVED that The Clerk should advise that the Parish Council has no objection to this application.

Cllr. Horner advised that she had referred the matter of Fosters Cottage (DC/08/0988) to HDC, Enforcement but that there had been no response to date.

123/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings 
Mineral & Waste Development Framework – Workshop 17th July 2008 – the Parish Council will not be attending this workshop.

124/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. Mulberry Gardens - Barratt Homes has advised that the responsibility for grounds maintenance lies with the Management Company, Labyrinth Properties Ltd, Eastbourne.  The Clerk has raised this matter with Labyrinth as has HDC, Enforcement following a complaint from Cllr. Horner.  Labyrinth has advised that the maintenance of the frontage is not in their instructions.  The Clerk has spoken to WSCC, Highways with regard to the section from the entrance to Sleets Road which would appear to be WSCC’s responsibility for maintaining. The Clerk will continue to pursue this matter with the managing agenda and WSCC with a view to arranging a regular schedule for maintenance.

ii. The Old Post Office Cottages, Wickhurst Lane – The Clerk has received a response from the resident with regard to the Parish Council’s request that the over-hanging hedge is cut back.  The resident was unhappy that the Parish Council had written to them on this matter; the response was communicated to the members present.
iii. Mr Bayne has removed the large tree branch from The Common.

iv. The Litter Warden has reported numerous issues to The Clerk this month including overgrown hedges, overflowing bins and dog bins, fly-tipping, graffiti and an excess of bottles, cans and broken glass on The Common.  These matters have been referred to the appropriate authorities by The Clerk.

v. Overhanging dead branch at the petrol station – Cllr. Edwards will remove this branch.

vi. Pathway behind Fosters Cottage – this has been investigated by Cllr. Horner; the land on which the pathway runs is not an official footpath and is on the land which forms part of the Chisendale Marsh Estate.

vii. Bridleway off The Old Guildford Road/Charrington Way – there has been a report of a resident possibly extending their boundary to encroach upon the footpath.  The Clerk will investigate this matter.  Cllr. Horner will provide The Clerk with further information.

viii. Old Guildford Road – the area at the dead end is looking untidy and unsightly.  The Clerk will refer this matter to Burleys who are responsible for maintaining this area.  The gate leading to the footpath may be in need of repair; The Clerk will inspect and report back. 

125/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for June 2008 totalling £4,115.05, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
126/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 21st July – Planning 8.00pm, Establishment 8.30pm
Monday 11th August - Planning 8.00pm 

Monday 1st September Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm (venue to be confirmed)
Meeting closed 10.30pm
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