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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 2nd June 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

091/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, B Hutton,  B Stenning and S Horner (District).
Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County) and Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. J Jones and I Johnston and PCSO J Grant/Sgt. R Lovell.
092/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) – AirS has invited the Parish Council as a member to join them at the South of England Show on 7th June 2008.
ii. The County Local Committee (CLC) is holding discussions on 9th June 2008 from 7.30pm at Beeson House, Southwater.  Topics include the service from West Sussex Fire & Rescue, Proposals for a new junction on the A24 and the Village Shop Programme.

iii. West Sussex PCT is holding meetings on 3rd June (Holbrook Club) and 1st July 2008 (Salvation Army Hall) to discuss the review of health services in the north-east of West Sussex.
iv. HDC has invited a representative of the Parish Council to join them at a ‘Civic Service’ on Sunday 22nd June at St Mary’s Church, Horsham.

v. Friends of Lodge Hill have invited the Parish Council to their AGM on Saturday 21st June 2008.

vi. Barbara Childs, HDC has asked the Parish Council to provide feedback on the type of ‘office’ facility that is required in the future.  The members provided feedback which will be discussed at the next Reference Group Meeting.

093/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no changes to Members interests notified.  Cllr. Edwards declared a personal interest in 103/08 (vii) – Donation to the Gala Association.

094/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council (AGM) Meeting held on 12th May 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
095/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present but Sgt. R Lovell provided a report as follows:

i. Recorded Crimes - there have been 16 crimes reported in the last month, mostly relating to making off without payment of petrol.  

ii. Singleton Road – there were no reported incidents in this area during May.  Police activity has been increased with student officers attending, a visit made by Sgt. Lovell and extra patrols in the area whenever feasible.  Given that there are no reports being received from residents, the Police are finding it hard to justify increased resources on this locality.   The Clerk was instructed to advise residents to call or email to report incidents.  The Clerk also advised that residents are reluctant to lock the gates to the play area at night as previously agreed; this was an initiative that PCSO Grant discussed with the residents.  It was agreed that PCSO Grant should pursue this matter further upon his return to work.  It was also agreed that an article should be placed with regard to this matter in the ‘magazine’ when it goes into publication later this year.
Other matters:

iii. Bus Shelter at The Shelley - The Clerk has obtained a quote for two new shelters from Bus Shelters (either side of road) to be paid for from S106 funds.   WSCC has been requested to carry out the necessary searches prior to these shelters being requisitioned.
Any other matters:

iv. Cllr. Edwards reported a crash and the same vehicle on fire at 3.00am on the morning of 30th May 2008 outside her property in the Old Guildford Road. 
v. Cllr. Horner has received a complaint from a resident with regard to anti-social behaviour on The Common.  The Clerk was requested to ask Sgt. Lovell to increase patrols in this area.
The Clerk was asked to invite Sgt. Lovell or PCSO Grant to the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 7th July 2008.
096/08 Matters Arising
Declarations of Interest Forms are outstanding from Cllrs. Dixon and Johnston.
097/08 Strategic Development

There has recently been a meeting between WSCC and HDC.  HDC has appointed consultants to carry out a major review of the road network and to report on the conclusions drawn on all of the options considered over the last two years and also to consider whether there is a ‘hybrid’ option that could be adopted.

098/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson advised that he had talked to a landowner with regard to allotment space.  This landowner is happy to discuss this matter directly with the Parish Council.  Cllrs. Stenning and Jones should meet with the landowner to discuss this matter further. 
099/08 Recreation
i. Thelton Avenue Wall (West) – The Clerk has received a response from Land Registry as follows:

Having looked at the transfers of the garages they refer to a building scheme, the transfers all have the clause: ‘the dividing walls (if any) between the buildings on adjoining land (including any boundary walls of garages whether or not erected by or on behalf of the transferor) shall be deemed to be party walls and be maintained by respective owners accordingly’.  There does not appear to be any specific reference to the boundary you have asked about. 
During a subsequent conversation with Land Registry, they advised to obtain a copy of a transfer, register and title for the area closest to the wall in question and send this together with our own title document for the Village Centre play field to someone who can offer the Parish Council legal advice on this matter.

The Clerk has also written to Croudace who have advised that they have no records which would assist us with this matter.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should obtain the necessary information from Land Registry and approach HDC, Legal for advice.

ii. It was RESOLVED to approve the Skylarks request for Millers Ark to come to the Village Centre on 1 July 2008 subject to Skylarks being in possession of an Exhibition Permit prior to the commencement of the event.  Millers Ark have provided a copy of their PL Certificate and a Risk Assessment.  The Clerk will advise Skylarks accordingly.
100/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
101/08 Big Lottery Contract between the Parish Council and Horsham District Council (HDC)

It was RESOLVED that Cllrs. Edwards and Horner and the Clerk should sign the contract with HDC on behalf of the Parish Council. 
102/08 Approve the Annual Accounts for the period 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2008 and communicate dates for publication on the Notice Boards

It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounts for the period 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2008, these accounts were duly signed by the Chairman, Cllr. Edwards.  The accounts will now be referred to the External Auditor (Mazars) for an opinion as to whether the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements.  The Annual Accounts will be available for inspection, on reasonable notice on application to the Clerk, between the hours of 9am and 5pm (Monday to Friday) from 7th July to 2nd August 2008.
103/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for May 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s additional hours of 26.29, largely relating to year end finance, and 3.50 for ‘Big Lottery’, together with an additional 8 hours for the S&D Clerk, be approved for payment.  
iii. £150 credit has been received from Inland Revenue for completing year end returns on line.

iv. To date only two quotes have been received to replace the posts at The Common, a third quote is expected in the next few days.  Cllr. Hutton suggested that we should look at ‘bunding’.  Cllrs were requested to visit Tanbridge Park to review whether this may be a suitable option for the Common and report back to the next meeting.
v. It was RESOLVED to approve the annual membership to AirS of £40.

vi. It was RESOLVED to approve a new sign for Singleton Road up to £82 to include fitting the sign to the new gate.  The Clerk will instruct Bel Signs accordingly.
vii. It was RESOLVED to donate £200 from S137 funds to the Gala Association.

viii. It was RESOLVED to donate £50 from S137 funds to Victim Support.

ix. It was RESOLVED to pay the annual insurance premium of £1,083.19 to Allianz.  The Cricket Club has confirmed that the property damage sum insured of £136,500 for the Cricket Pavilion is acceptable.

104/08 Planning Matters

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 12th May 2008 and the Planning Matters Report for the Meeting on 2nd June 2008 were circulated to members.  The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  Cllr. Clark advised members that the Parish Council would be objecting to application DC/08/1081 for a large, illuminated G1 gantry sign at Tesco.

105/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings 
i. Parish Walk – Cllr. England is organising this walk which will take place on 22nd June 2008 starting at 2.30pm from the Village Centre.  Posters have been placed in the Village and the Risk Assessment as required by WSCC will be signed by Cllr. Edwards.

ii. WSCC Street Lighting Consultation – It was agreed that the village should remain with part night street lighting as communicated to WSCC in 2005.  The Clerk will confirm this to WSCC.
106/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. The Clerk was asked to write to the resident(s) of the Old Post Office Cottages, Wickhurst Lane with regard to an over-hanging hedge.

ii. Cllr. Horner and the Clerk have met to discuss Mulberry Gardens.  Barratt Homes has advised that the responsibility for grounds maintenance lies with the Management Company.  The Clerk was requested to establish from Barratt Homes who the Management Company was or to write to the residents to ask them to make contact with this company to ask that they tidy the areas that they are responsible for maintaining.

iii. Sleets Road/Old Guildford Road – There is a tree which is overhanging that is forming an archway that should be cut back.  The Clerk will report this matter.
iv. Pathway behind Fosters Cottage – this pathway has been temporarily closed due to building work.  Cllr. Horner will review this matter. 

v. Old Guildford Road/Forge Close - The Clerk was asked to refer the matter of parking on the junction to the PCSO to investigate this further.
vi. Shelley Drive Hedge – WSCC, Highways has confirmed that this was not cut last autumn but will be prioritised for cutting after the bird nesting season.
vii. Church Road/Billingshurst Road – WSCC, Highways has undertaken a site visit; an extract from their response follows:
‘If there is a parking problem breaching parking restrictions, it is a matter for the Police to enforce. From a Highways perspective we can refurbish the existing lines, but that will not help the vision issue you have raised.  Extending the yellow lines will require a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order), where there are currently hundreds of sites on the list. The site has to be supported by various groups including the Police, County Local Committee groups and Local Members. One TRO can take the best part of 12 months if not delayed by appeals, and has to be scored against criteria which will include Slight, Serious and Fatal incidents recorded in the last 3 years, which in this case there are none. So a TRO is unlikely to be reviewed here for some years, so an unsuitable option at this time’.  
No further action will be taken by the Parish Council at this time

viii. Corsletts Avenue – Verge Parking.  The following response has been received from WSCC, Highways:

There is a scheme that we are trying to introduce with the help of resident groups and Parish Councils, where we assess areas suffering parking on verges and where appropriate we can install white posts financed by local resident and/or local parishes.  The scheme is in its infancy, and not all areas will be suitable, however other Highways Area Offices have trailed the idea with some success.  I will forward your concerns to Steve Bicknell (Senior Highway Officer) for review.

107/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for May 2008 totalling £5,740.98, be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by the Clerk upon request. 
108/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 23 June – Planning 7.30pm

Monday 23 June – Recreation 8.00pm

Monday 7th July Planning 7.30pm 

Monday 7th July Parish Council 8.00pm

Meeting closed 10.00pm
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