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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (AGM)
Held on Monday 12th May 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

070/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, B Hutton, I Johnston, J Jones and B Stenning.
Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County) and Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs.
One member of the public spoke with regard to ‘traffic calming’ in the Village.  Cllr. Edwards advised that this was on the agenda for the Parish Meeting on the 19th May 2008 and would be discussed in detail at that meeting and also that there would, in due course, be a formal consultation with people in the Village. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. J England and S Horner (District), H Dayneswood, Clerk for Strategy & Development and PCSO J Grant.
071/08 Appointment of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. V Edwards be appointed Chairman of the Council for the coming year.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman was signed. 

072/08 Appointment of Vice Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M Curnock be appointed Vice Chairman of the Council for the coming year.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice Chairman was signed. 

073/08 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Standards Committee – With effect from 8th May 2008, complaints about Councillors will become the responsibility of HDC Standards Committee, via the Monitoring Officer.
ii. The HALC meeting on 19th May coincides with our Parish Meeting (Cllrs. Clark and Dixon represent).   The Clerk was advised to send ‘apologies’ and it was suggested that the Parish Council may host one of these meetings in 2009.
iii. Southwater Community Plan – Southwater Parish Council has invited the Parish Council to consider whether they would like to be involved with their Community Action Plan.  Given the current level of commitment, The Clerk was requested to decline this invite.
074/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.

075/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th April 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
076/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present but provided a report as follows:

i. PCSO Jeff Grant will be off sick from 1st May 2008 for a minimum of 6 weeks.  In his absence contact should be made via The Street Scene Team, Viv Lee 01403-215100, PC Beckley or his supervisor PC Lovell.
ii. Apologies were received from PCSO Grant for not being able to attend the Annual Meeting on the 19th May 2008.  It is not certain whether there will be a police presence on the evening; any comments made by members of the public should be referred to PC Beckley.

iii. Thelton Avenue Wall at the BBH Village Centre – having discussed this matter with HDC the PCSO has offered to write to the resident of 50 Thelton Avenue in connection with the wall, upon his return to work. This proposal was agreed by the Parish Council.
iv. SID posters asking for volunteers have been provided and displayed in the Village; to date there has been no response.
Other matters reported to the Clerk:

v. Reports of defecation and sick in the bus shelter at The Shelley have been received on 3 occasions during the month; reports have been received on a Friday Morning.   The Clerk was requested to ask the Shelley Arms to support us with this matter and to explore with WSCC the opportunity of replacing the bus shelter with the same Cantilever style shelter as is to be installed on the opposite side of the road.  
vi. Small fires have been lit in front of the blue doors at the Village Centre.
vii. A report has been received from a resident of Singleton Road of youths in the play area after it has been locked up.

The Clerk has reported these matters to The Police and is awaiting their response.

Any other matters:

viii. Cllr. Stenning reported that there is a situation which could lead to a serious traffic accident at the junction of Church Road and Billingshurst Road.  The Clerk was requested to contact WSCC Highways to establish if there is a possible solution that would improve road safety in this area.
077/08 Matters Arising
i. The Charrington Way stile has been replaced by a gate and a handrail has been installed.  The Clerk awaits advice from WSCC as to whether there will be any charge for fitting.
ii. GALA Firework Display – The BBH Junior Football Club has been notified of the date for the display this year (8th November 2008).
iii. Electoral Review – The Clerk has provided feedback and an acknowledgement has been received.
iv. Funfair – The residents surrounding The Common were notified on 10th May 2008 that the funfair will be visiting again in September. 
v. PlaySafe has carried out the repairs to the play areas.

vi. BBH FC thanked the Parish Council for giving them the opportunity to present their ideas at the last meeting.
078/08 Election of Committees and Panel
It was RESOLVED that the following members be elected for the coming year.
i. Recreation Committee – 6 members (Cllrs. Blann, Curnock, Edwards, Hutton, Johnston, Jones).
ii. Planning Committee – 6 members (Cllrs. Clarke, Curnock, Edwards, England, Jones, Stenning). 
iii. Local Development Committee – 5 from 6 members elected (Cllrs. Clark, Curnock, Edwards, England, Hutton).
iv. Establishment Panel – 4 members (Cllrs. Clark, Curnock, Edwards, Hutton).
079/08 Election of Council Representatives on Outside Bodies
It was RESOLVED that the following members represent the Parish Council for the coming year.
i. Horsham & District Association of Local Councils (HALC) – 1 from 2 members elected i.e. Cllr. Clark.
ii. Representative as a Governor at Shelley School (not required).
iii. Representative on Broadbridge Heath Tennis Club (Cllr. Johnston).  The Clerk will supply Cllr. Johnston with a contact for the Tennis Club. 

iv. Village Centre Management Committee – observer(s) - Cllrs. Edwards and England.
v. Community Action Team (CAT), formally the Local Action Team (LAT) – Cllrs. Horner and Hutton.
vi. Master Planning Reference Group (members from Local Development Committee only) – Cllrs. Clark, Curnock, Edwards and England.
080/08 Strategic Development
Cllr. Edwards advised that a letter had been written on behalf of the Parish Council and this as well as one from District Councillor Horner had been published in the West Sussex County Times; it is hoped that this will encourage residents to join us at the Parish Meeting on 19th May 2008.  It was also noted that the approval of the Masterplan by HDC had been delayed until July 2008.

081/08 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson reported on the following matters:

i. Members were updated on recent events with regard to the recent consultation from The Boundary Committee.  Cllr. Hodgson advised that he had objected to the proposals from the County Council and that he would be sending further representation when he had studied the statistics that had been received.

ii. Rights of Way will soon be approaching the Parish Council with regard to a S106 contribution of around £3,330 for work completed on the Downs Link.  The Clerk should contact Cllr. Horner for more information on this payment. 
iii. WSCC Highways – Responsibility for our area now lies with a Jane Trimmer.
iv. Allotment space – no update as yet.

v. Cllrs. Clark & Curnock raised questions with regard to the new development; Cllr. Hodgson responded with his views.
082/08 The Recreation Committee Meeting 28th April 2008 

i. The minutes will be approved at the next Recreation Meeting.

 The following matters from that meeting were discussed and agreed as noted below:
ii. Cllr. Jones provided an update on the Mobile Skate Park.  The only viable option is Tanbridge School.  This information has been fed back to HDC and Cllr. Jones is awaiting an update.
iii. The Clerk has contacted Land Registry to establish if the owners of the garages that back on to the wall at Thelton Avenue (West), i.e. at the far end of the play fields, have a responsibility in their title/transfer deeds to maintain the wall.  There are 26 garages in this area belonging to local residents.  One of the garage owners has written to the Parish Council to place on record that the wall is in poor condition and may be considered dangerous to young children.  The conversation with Land Registry revealed that (for a selection of the 26 title deeds checked) there appears to have been no provision made in the transfer deed for owners to take responsibility for this section of the wall.  Equally there is nothing in the Parish Council’s title to suggest that they have a responsibility.  This is contrary to previous findings relating to another section of the wall where there is provision in the transfer documents for owners to take responsibility.  Options were discussed but it was RESOLVED in the interim that The Clerk should:
a. Establish if legally the Parish Council would be allowed to repair the wall;

b. Establish if the gap in the wall, which has been there for a good many years could now be considered a Public Right of Way.

iv. The Clerk had received five quotes and it was RESOLVED that the quote from Playsafe £3,205+VAT to replace the swing at The Common be accepted.   The swing at the Village Centre will be replaced in line with the work to be undertaken for the Big Lottery Grant.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
v. The Clerk has visited The Common to inspect the posts.  There are 21 posts which are either loose or rotten.  It was RESOLVED that The Clerk should instruct a contractor to repair/replace these posts up to a cost of £750.
vi. The Annual Spring Clean has been re-arranged for 12th July 2008.  The Clerk should await further instructions but in the meantime advise HDC of this date.
083/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
084/08 Update of Declarations of Interest
Register of Members Interests forms had been distributed in advance of the meeting for completion.  Forms have been returned by Cllrs. Stenning, Blann, Hutton, Clark, Curnock and Jones.  The Clerk asked the remaining Councillors to complete their forms for the meeting on the 19th May.
085/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for April 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s additional hours of 37.25, largely relating to year end finance, and 4.25 for ‘Big Lottery’, together with an additional 18 hours for the S&D Clerk, be approved for payment.  The Establishment Panel will meet to discuss the Clerks hours.
iii. It was RESOLVED to pay the SALC/NALC subscription of £672.78 + VAT.  The Clerk was requested to write to SALC noting the Parish Council’s disappointment at another increase i.e. 5.3% which is well above the rate of inflation. 
iv. It was RESOLVED to pay the Open Spaces Society Annual Subscription of £30 but not to make a donation.
v. It was RESOLVED to pay a donation from S137 of £60 to 4SIGHT.
vi. It was RESOLVED to re-invest the Guaranteed Investment Deposit plus a further £7,000 for a further 3 months.
vii. It was RESOLVED to pay the invoice from Paul Tregear (PFA Consulting) of £899.72 + VAT.
viii. A review of the budget to actual to 31 March 2008, previously circulated took place; the Clerk drew the members’ attention to the variances and commentary for the year.
ix. It was RESOLVED to approve the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2008 (previously circulated) subject to internal audit approval on 15th May.
x. The Clerk was requested to circulate the Risk Assessment to all members; this will be considered at the next Parish Council Meeting on 2nd June 2008. The Clerk will annotate this document as recommended by the Internal Auditor to reflect the level of risk i.e. High, Medium, and Low.
xi. Payment of Insurance to Allianz (this is subject to a long term agreement) – The premium is set to rise from £1,036 to £1,083.  The Clerk questioned the valuation for insurance purposes of the Cricket Pavilion.  It was agreed that the Clerk should look to obtain a valuation and that this will be discussed at the next meeting. The payment has to be approved at this meeting in order to affect insurance on 27th June 2008.

086/08 Planning Matters

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 21st April 2008 and the Planning Matters Report for the Meeting on 12th May 2008 were circulated to members.  The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  There were no questions or matters arising from the members present.
087/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings 
i. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 19th May 2008, at 8.00pm.  Shelley Primary School has been asked to provide as many chairs as possible and Councillors are requested to arrive 15 minutes prior to the meeting to assist in setting up the hall.
ii. Parish Walk update – Cllr. England is organising this, the Clerk has received no further information from West Sussex County Council.  The Clerk will obtain an update. 
iii. Consultations received:
· Draft Design Statement for Horsham – Cllr. Hutton will review this and feedback.
· Southern Water – Water Resources Management Plan – Cllr. Clark will review this and feedback.
088/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. The Access Ranger has reported clearing 215 metres of vegetation and has installed a new gate and waymarker.

ii. The Clerk has received further correspondence with regard to parking in Corsletts Avenue.  This matter is being investigated by Alison Lawlor, WSCC Highways.

iii. Old Guildford Road – The Clerk was requested to establish from WSCC Highways if anything had been done to prevent the drain outside No 9 from bubbling over.
iv. The broken street sign at The Common has been reported to HDC.

089/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
i. It was RESOLVED that the accounts for April 2008 totalling £4,541.69, be approved for payment.  
A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by the Clerk upon request. 
090/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 19th May – Annual Parish Meeting – Shelley School 8.00pm

Monday 2nd June – Planning Committee– Shelley School 7.30pm

Monday 2nd June  – Parish Council – Shelley School 8.00.pm

Meeting closed 10.25pm
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