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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 7th April 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

051/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, M Curnock, J England, N Dixon, B Hutton, B Stenning and S Horner (District).
Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs, Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood, Shelley Denman - HDC and Andrew Crisp and Keith Soane representing The BBH Football Club. 
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. G Clark, I Johnston, J Jones and PCSO J Grant. 
052/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

Cllr. Curnock declared a ‘Personal’ Interest in 056/08 – Presentation from the BBH Football Club as he is involved with the club. 

Cllr. Edwards declared a ‘Personal’ Interest in 058/08 –‘Possible Allotment Site’ as her property adjoins the site which is the subject of recent communications with the landowner.

There were no other declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.

053/08 Chairman’s Announcements

Cllr. Edwards reminded members that the Annual General Meeting of the Council would be held on 12th May 2008 at which time the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Sub-Committees would be elected.

Cllr. Edwards having been Chairman for the last six years would like to stand down.  Cllr. Edwards asked members to consider if they would like to take on the role of Chairman and also asked the members to give thought to their appointment to Sub-Committees.

054/08 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd March 2008 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
055/08 Presentation from Shelley Denman (HDC) on the Timebank Project.

Shelley Denman advised that she was part of HDC’s Community Development Team who is currently looking at a scheme whereby members of the community could ‘bank’ skills that could be shared/offered to other members of the community.  This scheme is designed to be a ‘Community Building Tool’.  The Parish Council were asked if residents of the village might benefit from such a scheme. HDC would provide significant support in terms of co-ordination, promotion and administration although ‘local’ support would be required in promoting the scheme within a chosen area.  HDC advised that the area that would benefit most from this scheme would be one where there was a mix of age ranges and where ‘Community Building’ would be welcomed.  A number of areas/streets were put forward by Councillors; Cllr. Edwards will feed this information back to Shelley Denman, HDC.  
056/08 Presentation from The BBH Football Club to explore opportunities for developing community facilities.

Andrew Crisp and Keith Soane from The Football Club presented a document to the Parish Council with the objective of exploring opportunities that have arisen as a result of the LDF for developing sport and recreational facilities for the people of the village and surrounding areas.
This document contained:

· A brief history of the Football Club.
· Future Requirements.
· The expansion of facilities and an outline of a building requirement.
· A proposal for representatives to work closely with the Parish Council.

Cllr. Hodgson advised that community facilities would also be available when a new school is built.
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council will take a proposal discuss this further with HDC after the adoption of the Masterplan and consideration would be given to forming a Working Party to pursue this further.  Cllr. Curnock will feed this response back to The Football Club.

057/08 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present but provided a report as follows:

i. Two burglaries in the Old Guilford Road on Friday 28th March; the investigation is on-going.
ii. CCTV sign at The Common.  Cllrs. advised that this sign had been put up.

iii. A new Youth Project – details are being finalised by HDC.

iv. Speed Indication Display – volunteers are required.  The Clerk will put a poster on the Notice Boards asking for volunteers.
v. Cars for sale on the road side at the Lawson Hunt Industrial Estate – Security have been advised to inform the ‘sellers’ that they must stop this activity.  

vi. The Litter Warden has been asked to take a note of plastic bags from off-licences/shops; it has been reported that there is a trend for persons outside the village to buy and supply alcohol to minors. 
The Clerk advised of the following matters:
vii. Saxon Weald wrote to their tenants in Sullington Mead on 14th February 2008 to advise them that it is not acceptable to park cars on the grass verges.  The Parish Council requested that the Clerk write a similar letter to those residents who privately own their properties in this area.
Other matter(s):
viii. There have been reports of 3 to 5 youngsters drop kicking a ball towards parked cars in Sullington Mead. The Clerk will report this matter to the PCSO.

058/08 Matters Arising
i. The Annual Parish Meeting, originally scheduled for 31 March 2008, was postponed pending further information being available from HDC on the highway options for the Land West of Horsham Development.   This meeting has provisionally been re-scheduled on Monday 19th May 2008 at 8.15pm.

ii. A response has been received from the landowner with regard to a possible allotment site stating that the land identified by the Parish Council cannot be used as an allotment site.   Cllr. Hodgson agreed to take this matter forward on behalf on the Parish Council.

059/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  
060/08 Strategic Development
The Clerk for Strategy & Development gave an update on recent meetings concerning the progress of the Masterplan for the West of Horsham.  The Parish Council discussed the current situation regarding the two highway options and decided that it would be useful to invite the developers (Countryside Properties) to meet with the Parish Council to explore some issues in more detail.  The Clerk for Strategy & Development will organise this meeting.

061/08 Report from the County Councillor
Cllr. Hodgson reported on the following matters:

i. A meeting had taken place with the Head of Rights of Way and a Cabinet Member with regard to the problems around the Christ’s Hospital section of the Downs Link.  Cllr. Hodgson hoped that this would result in a design being made for completion of this section and a budget for the same.

ii. Members were updated on the background to the recent consultation from The Boundary Committee.  Cllr. Hodgson advised that this district was unlikely to be affected.  Cllrs. agreed that they were happy with the existing arrangements and under no circumstances would they wish to be part of another area e.g. Horsham.  The Clerk was requested to write to The Boundary Committee on this basis. 

062/08 Finance
i. A list of accounts for March 2008 was circulated for approval.

ii. A list of accounts for April 2008 for next financial year was circulated for approval.
iii. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s additional hours (8.5 normal activities, 5.5 Big Lottery, 18.00 holiday entitlement) be approved for payment.
iv. It was RESOLVED that the 8.25 additional hours for the S&D Clerk be approved for payment.
v. It was RESOLVED to carry forward reserves, as proposed by the Clerk, as at 31 March 2008 totalling £62,483.  Details are available from the Clerk upon request. 
vi. A copy of the Precept/Budget for 2008/9, as agreed in January 2008, was distributed to all Councillors.
vii. The Budget to Actual for 2007/8 will be presented at the next meeting when the year-end accounts have been completed.
063/08 Establishment Panel Meeting
The following matters which were discussed at the Establishment Panel Meeting on 19th March 2008 were put forward to members for consideration and approval.

i. It was RESOLVED to ‘trial’ Chanctonbury Media Ltd (Rod Goldsmith) to publish a quarterly Village Magazine from August/September 2008.

ii. It was RESOLVED to adopt the revisions to Standing Orders (previously circulated).

iii. It was RESOLVED to adopt the revisions to Financial Regulations (previously circulated).

iv. It was RESOLVED that the following insurance covers would not be renewed again this year at 27 June 2008.

· Fidelity Guarantee Increased Limit; the Parish Council agreed that this cover is unnecessary given the financial controls that are in place, e.g. each payment requires 3 signatures one of which must be the Chairman or Vice Chairman.
· Property Damage - Play Equipment/Surface/Fencing.  The Parish Council consider the risk as ‘low’ and have agreed not to cover these assets and are instead in favour of building up a replacement fund.
064/08 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings 
i. WSCC have asked the Parish Council to organise a Parish Walk to celebrate ‘Sussex Day’ in June 2008.  Cllr. England agreed to organise this and the Clerk will register an interest by 14th April 2008.

v. It was RESOLVED to adopt the following Scheme of Members Allowances following the publication of the report from the Remuneration Panel.  The Parish Council’s decisions are as follows and remain unchanged from the previous scheme adopted in 2003.

· Parish Councillors have decided not to take a Members Allowance.

· The Chairman’s Allowance is set at £200 and will be reviewed annually.

· A Travel and Subsistence Allowance will be paid in respect of agreed parish duties as per the HDC scheme, save for petrol allowance for car users.  A petrol allowance of 40p per mile for parish duties or training was agreed.
065/08 Planning Matters
The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 19th March 2008 and the Planning Matters report for the meeting on 8th April 2008 was circulated to members.  The minutes from Planning Meetings are circulated to members and are also displayed on two notice boards in the Village.  There were no questions or matters arising.
066/08 Roads and Footpaths  
i. WSCC, Highway Rangers’ Work Programme - It was agreed that the Clerk report the following items for consideration in the Works Programme:
· The post of the 2 way traffic sign by the Fishers Roundabout is in need of stripping down and re-painting.
· A review of road name signs, some of which are difficult to read.

ii. Public Rights of Way Routine Maintenance - It was agreed that the Clerk report the following items  for consideration to the Access Ranger: 
· Bridleway at the Lawson Hunt open space (1453).

· Footpaths 1630 and 1632 Church Road/ Corsletts Avenue/Thelton Ave.
· Clean off the stile at Charrington Way (1453) which is very slippery.

iii. Charrington Way stile – The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Nick Scott, the Access Ranger on this matter but had been asked to identify who owns the land.  The Parish Council advised that whilst they own the Charrington Way green field area that the stile adjoins the WSCC highway. The Clerk will feedback on this basis and negotiate the cost of repair with WSCC.
iv. A response has been received from Stevens with regard to ‘smoking litter’.   Staff have been asked to deposit ‘litter’ in the appropriate receptacles provided and a new smoking area is to be created away from the road.
v. A potential Health & Safety risk, i.e. where footpath (Charrington Way 1453) crosses the main road, has been identified. There is a risk that a person may slip down the bank on to the road and be hit by passing traffic.  The Clerk has been asked to report this matter to WSCC for their consideration.
vi. A pot hole at the entrance to Hollands Field on the Old Guildford Road was mentioned.  This has been reported by the Clerk to WSCC, Highways.
vii. The Clerk has received emails from HDC in connection with two sections of a wall situated behind the garages at Thelton Avenue adjoining the playing field at the Village Centre.  The Parish Council advise that this matter has been investigated on a number of occasions in the past.  The wall is not the responsibility of the Parish Council.  The Clerk will feed this information back to HDC and/or the residents involved. 

067/08 Staff Matters

The annual pay review for the Litter Warden was discussed and agreed.  The Clerk will advise accordingly and thank the Litter Warden for his very valuable contribution to the village.

068/08 Approve Accounts for Payment
i. It was RESOLVED that the accounts for March 2008, totalling £3,110.08, be approved for payment.  
ii. It was RESOLVED that the accounts for April 2008 (year 2008/9), totalling £803.07, be approved for payment.  Cllr. Edwards asked that the payment to SALC/NALC be itemised and discussed at the next meeting.  The Clerk will add this to the agenda next month and will retain the cheque until this discussion has taken place.

A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by the Clerk upon request. 
069/08 Next Meeting(s)
· Planning 21st Apr 2008 7.30pm  
· Recreation 21st April 8.00pm  (To Be Confirmed)
· Planning 12th May 2008 –7.30pm

· Council AGM 12th May – 8.00pm

· Annual Parish Meeting 19th May 2008 (To Be Confirmed)

Meeting closed 10.35pm
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