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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 7th January 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

001/08  Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, B Hutton, I Johnston, J Jones, B Stenning and S Horner (District).
Also present: PCSO - J Grant, Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood and Parish Clerk - M Burroughs.

Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllr. J England.
002/08  Chairman’s Announcements

i. The new Clerk, Mrs Mary Burroughs, was welcomed to the meeting.
ii. Good wishes have been conveyed on behalf of the Parish Council to the previous Clerk, Mrs Tracey Hooker.

iii. As it was the start of a New Year, Councillors were reminded of extracts from the Parish Council’s Standing Orders, as revised in March 2007.

003/08  Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

i. There were no changes notified to Members’ Register of Interests.
ii. Cllr. Edwards declared an interest in item 009/08 (Finance) as her husband had provided IT equipment on behalf of the Clerk.

iii. Councillors involved on the Gala Committee declared an interest in item 010/08 (Vision for the Future).
iv. Cllr. Dixon declared a prejudicial interest in item 010/08 (Vision for the Future).  Having previously circulated a document to members, he wanted to err on the side of caution with regard to any decisions taken on the proposals put forward. 
004/08  Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2007 be approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.

005/08  Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant advised that:
i. he had recently returned to active work in the New Year following a spell when he was desk-bound;
ii. there had been only one call relating to Anti-Social behaviour during the winter school break;
iii. the young Anti-Social motorists had moved from The Common to The Retail Park and despite a variety of initiatives, this was still a problem.  It was recommended that this issue be discussed at the next Local Action Team (LAT) meeting.
iv. Councillors should report any ‘Police’ matters directly to himself or via the Clerk as soon as they become aware of them.
 Members were informed of other Police matters namely: 

· A possible bogus call, late one evening, from a man claiming to be checking the water supply.  Cllr. Stenning agreed to contact Saxon Weald to establish if this was a planned visit and PCSO Grant will arrange for a message to be published by Neighbourhood Watch.

· Problems at the Shelley Inn over New Year with broken glasses, bottles and cigarette ends being found on the pavement outside.  The PCSO will investigate and advise the Licensing Authorities as necessary.
006/08  Matters Arising

· The Clerk has received a letter of thanks from Crawley & Horsham Home-Start.

· There have been a number of occasions during the month when the Clerk has been asked to report offensive graffiti on the walls of the underpass.  PCSO Grant advised that he is investigating a similar incident which may be related.
· There have been a number of incidents of fly-tipping in the Old Guildford Road and Byfleets Lane areas during the month.  
· The Clerk was informed on Monday 17th December that Horsham District Councils bid for a Big Lottery grant was successful.  Broadbridge Heath Parish Council submitted a successful bid to HDC for a share of this grant and will receive £30,000 to improve outdoor play facilities for all ages of children in the village.  Details have been circulated to all Councillors.  The Parish Council requested that the Clerk thank Mrs Hooker for her hard work and successful achievement in securing the grant for Broadbridge Heath.  Cllr. Edwards recommended that this now be taken forward at the next Recreation Committee meeting in February 2008, this was agreed by those Councillors present.

007/08  Documents for Circulation

Documents not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.

008/08  Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. M Hodgson was not present at the meeting.

009/08  Finance

i. A list of all accounts requiring payment was circulated.
ii. It was RESOLVED that the previous Clerks 5 additional hours be approved for payment.

iii. It was RESOLVED that the new Clerks 39.75 hours for November and December 2007 be approved for payment.

iv. It was RESOLVED that an annual bonus of £200 be paid to the Litter Warden.
v. It was RESOLVED that transfer costs (excluding VAT) as circulated be approved for:
· Registering a Domain Name i.e. broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk (£130).

· PO Box, shared (£60).
· Training Course for the Clerk, shared (£100).
· Broadband and telephone, shared (estimate £30 per month).
· SLCC Registration for the Clerk (£70).
· IT equipment (£43.90).
· New cupboard for storage (£45).
The following items require further investigation and will be pursued by the Clerk:
· Website (£700).
· Mobile Phone for the Clerk (costs to be approved).
At this point the Chairman requested that the following agenda items i.e. a review of reserves and the approval of the Budget and Precept for 2008/9 be considered after item 013/08, this was agreed and the results follow:
vi. The Clerk circulated information with regard to the types of General and Earmarked Reserves that a Parish Council may hold.  A discussion took place on the types and level of reserves required.  The Clerk will prepare a schedule of Reserves for the Parish Council to consider and approve at the next meeting.

vii. It was RESOLVED that the Precept for the period 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009 be £46,495, this equates to £39.46 per Band D property.  The figure last year was £44.18, resulting in a decrease of 10.7%.
010/08  Vision for the Future

A discussion took place with regard to a number of proposals put forward by Cllr. Dixon.  A document containing these proposals had previously been circulated to all members by Cllr. Dixon.  The Chairman asked the members present for comment.  The feedback given to Cllr. Dixon, by a good number of the Councillors present, was that they were hurt, offended and dismayed at some of the comments made and that the content was incorrect on a number of points.
Cllr. Dixon responded by stating that he regretted causing offence; this was not his intention and he apologised unreservedly.   Cllr. Dixon also apologised for an unfounded comment made in the circulated document with regard to food poisoning.
Cllr. Dixon reported that a number of matters had come to his attention since he circulated the document to Councillors in December 2007 and that he now wished to withdraw three of the four proposals made.  He asked that the Parish Council consider one proposal, i.e. that a provision of £750 be made for a Christmas Dinner for the elderly.

Cllr. Jones reported that at a Gala Committee meeting in December 2007, the provision of a dinner for the elderly was discussed.  Investigations are currently taking place to hold an event in the summer as it is believed that this would be more suitable given the lighter and warmer evenings.  Cllr. Dixon requested that the members consider his proposal for a Christmas Dinner.

Cllr. Dixon left the room having declared a prejudicial interest.  The proposal was not seconded and it was recommended that the Parish Council wait to be updated by the Gala Committee. 

011/08  Planning Matters

The following Planning Matters report was circulated
Comments received in the month by Horsham District Council 
	REF
	RECD
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	POSITION
	Comment

	LI/07/0524/PREM
	12/12/2007
	One Stop, 48-50 Billingshurst Road, BBH, RH12 3LW
	Variation of premises licence
	Application Refused
	Brian Davies HDC confirmed, 3/1/2008 refused

	DC/07/2551
	09/11/2007
	34 - 36 Old Guildford Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3JU
	Proposed conversion to 3 x 1-bed and 1 x 2-bed flats, single storey rear extension, first floor rear
	Application Refused
	BBHPC Objection

	DC/07/2369
	17/10/2007
	3 Kingsmead Place Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3TA
	Re-pollarding of Horse Chestnut tree (to the North of 3 Kingsmead Place)
	Application Permitted
	BBHPC No Objection

	DC/07/2286
	11/10/2007
	19 Sullington Mead Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3NN
	Two storey rear extension
	Application Permitted
	BBHPC No Objection

	DC/07/2318
	10/10/2007
	Newbridge Nurseries Billingshurst Road Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3LN
	Erection of a storage building
	Application Permitted
	BBHPC No Objection

	DC/07/2166
	21/09/2007
	Tesco’s Superstore Wickhurst Lane Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3LX
	New fascia, directional and information signage
	Application Withdrawn
	Email from Architect to HDC 3/12/07, withdrawn 6/12/07

	DC/07/1982
	30/08/2007
	42 Shelley Drive Broadbridge Heath Horsham West Sussex RH12 3NT
	Surgery to 2 Oak trees
	Application Permitted
	BBHPC No Objection


Tree Preservation Orders

Order No. 1343 - Shelley County Primary School, Wickhurst Lane – Order confirmed 10th December 2007.

Appeal Decisions

DC/06/2373 - Ye Olde Place, Wickhurst Lane.  Erection of 3 semi-detached 3 bed dwellings.  DISMISSED

DC/06/2477, 8, 9 – 13 Old Guildford Road.  Demolition of existing store, part dwelling unit and double garage and erection semi-detached houses and apartments.  DISMISSED

Other matters

Following consultation earlier in 2007, HDC have issued their Statement of Licensing Policy for Regulated Entertainment, Late Night Refreshment and the Sale and Supply of Alcohol dated December 2007.  This document was circulated see 007/08.
New and amended plans

Details of new and amended plans received since the last meeting were included on the report circulated.  The Planning Committee’s feedback from their meeting on 7th January 2008 will be included in the next minutes.
012/08  Allotments

Cllr. Stenning reported that he had identified a possible site for allotments and that he would contact the National Association of Allotments for further information.  Cllr. Horner advised that there could be more allotment sites made available on the fringe of Broadbridge Heath.  Cllr. Curnock felt that HDC had an obligation to provide an allotment site and commented that this matter had been outstanding since the 1980’s. It was recommended that the Clerk approach the owner of the land identified as a possible allotment site and also Horsham District Council for further advice as to how to pursue this matter.
013/08  Strategic Development

The Clerk for Strategy & Development advised that HDC is proceeding with further technical work on the highway issues.  After HDC has reported on progress at the next Masterplanning Reference Group meeting at the end of January, the Parish Council will consider whether to pursue some independent computer-based modelling work on the two highway options. 
014/08  Roads and Footpaths

There were no matters to report.

015/08  Approve Accounts for Payment

It was RESOLVED that the accounts for December 2007 be approved for payment.

016/08  Next Meeting(s)

Monday 21st January – Planning Committee – Shelley School 7.30pm

Monday 4th February – Planning Committee – Shelley School 7.30pm

Monday 4th February – Parish Council – Shelley School 8pm


Meeting closed 10.45pm
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