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Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 11th August 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

127/08 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, B Hutton, J Jones, I Johnston, B Stenning and S Horner (District).  Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), Parish Clerk - M Burroughs, Clerk for Strategy & Development H Dayneswood, PC G Tanner and PCSO D Cecil (Sussex Police) and E Giles Park Services Manager, HDC.
There were also approximately 40 members of the public present.

Apologies were received and the reasons noted from Cllrs. J England and N Dixon.
128/08 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

This agenda item was not covered, but on previous occasions when discussing the topics on this agenda there were no declarations of interest or changes to Members interests.
129/08 To discuss any additional preventative measures that need to be put in place to try and ensure that such unofficial or unauthorised access to The Common does not occur again or can be dealt with promptly.

Cllr. Edwards thanked everyone for coming and introduced representatives from The Police and Park Services, Horsham District Council.  Cllr. Edwards pointed out that the primary reason for calling this meeting was to discuss the travellers on The Common and outlined the events that took place between Thursday 24th July when the travellers arrived and Wednesday 30th July 2008 when they departed.  The Police gave an account of their involvement during this period and spoke of the powers that they can enforce, new legislation and the need to protect the rights of the travellers. 
The Police spoke of:
· The Countryside and Wildlife Act & the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act

· Human Rights & Race Relations Acts
· Section 61 Power (decision must be taken at Inspector level to use this power) and the process that needs to apply before they can remove persons and vehicles trespassing on land.
· Section 59, 71 77 & 78  Powers

The members of the public spoke of:

· How their lives had been threatened and inconvenienced during this period with bad language, generators running all night, quad bikes being ridden around the green, trees being cut down for bonfires, rubbish and excrement (human and dog) everywhere on The Common, fear of dog attacks, the loss of the use of the amenities as well as other incidents that had occurred around the village.  
· Why the Police could not protect their Human Rights and that the odds seem to be stacked against the Community.
· The lack of Police presence and a response to telephone calls/communications sent and their disbelief that an Inspector or someone in a position of power had not attended this meeting to respond to the questions being raised.

· That wooden posts should have been replaced that were not.  A contractor had advised that 35 posts be replaced and that he had quoted to do this work.  28 posts were replaced by another contractor which did not include the two where the travellers gained access.

The Parish Council advised:

· They had been advised by the Police on Friday morning that the travellers would move on after the weekend, as had been the case last year.
· On Monday evening they arranged to visit with the Police to formally ask the travellers to leave; the Police were unable to attend and so the visit could not go ahead.
· On Tuesday lunch-time they attended with an Inspector Hodnet to formally ask the travellers to leave.  Inspector Hodnet’s reaction was described as ‘unhelpful and dismissive’ but he had advised that he would not rule out using Section 61 powers but that steps had to be taken to include carrying out a welfare check.  The travellers indicated that they had no intention of moving until they had to.

· On Tuesday evening, after consultation with Councillors, a firm of private bailiffs was appointed, they issued notices to leave to each caravan on Wednesday lunch-time; the travellers left that evening.  The cost to carry out this action was around £1,100, if the bailiffs had to return the next day this could have been £4,000 to £6,000. The HDC representative advised that the cost to remove travellers from their parks was around £6,000.
· The Clerk had taken many calls from residents and had made every attempt to appraise them of the situation and to encourage residents to call the Police.  
· The Clerk had started to investigate whether there were any statutes or bye-laws which could be used in future to allow the Police to take more positive action.  Cllr. Hodgson that there were certain requirements to be met and that ‘County’ may give advice on any legal application.
· The clear up had taken place using our own Litter Warden initially on the Thursday and HDC and WSCC resources on the Friday.  There was no cost to the Parish Council except for a few additional hours by the Litter Warden.

· The Parish Council would be putting a compliant into writing to the Chief Constable to invite comments on the unsatisfactory police handling of the situation.
The Parks Services Manager advised:
· He had responsibility for 350 sites in the district.

· That The Common is vulnerable, the stakes are not suitable. A far, far more substantial measure is required.
· He suggested that it would be helpful if Horsham District Council were to hold a seminar for Parish Councils so that they could better understand the legal situation.  

· That the Parish Council should look to protect this wonderful space and not spoil the character, protect it, don’t ruin it!
· Look to the tools that the travellers may have i.e. chain saws, ropes and tow bars that can remove wooden posts, plant e.g. a digger that can remove earth or create an entrance over bunding or ditches and disc cutters that can easily get through a padlock.

· Having visited the Common and paced out the perimeter (around 250m) his recommendation was a concreted in knee rail made of steel, filled with concrete with a galvanised tube and thick rod of metal, together with an entrance point which has robust measures such as a steel barrier, heavy duty bollards and thorny planting.  This may cost £12,000 to £15,000.
· Hills Farm Lane has Sussex Post & Rail and welded up scaffolding plus hedging.  Rookwood Park and Henfield Common has bunding, but this had not prevented the travellers getting on to the Rookwood site. 

· Look to the access point and consider high kerbs in the right places.

Other points or questions raised during the discussion:
· Can the Police use photographic or CCTV evidence?  The Police advised that they could in some cases although this could be manipulated.
· The Police mentioned ‘Target Hardening’ and their response levels to various incidents.  Residents were encouraged to call 999 if a crime is taking place, if they witness evidence of criminal damage then they will arrest the offender(s).  
· Do the Police make contact with the Head of the Traveller Community as is the case in Brighton?  

· Residents should be encouraged not to employ non-approved contractors to do work such as tree surgery or tarmacing drives.
· Access to The Common should be positioned at the safest point perhaps closer to the junction of the Old Guildford Road.
· Other vulnerable areas in The Village should be reviewed, especially the Cricket Ground.
· Has the District Council got a documented process that could be shared with the Parish Council?

· Would two ton tree trunks be a possible measure?  The Parks Manager said that a lot of tree trunks would be required and that this may detract from the visual appearance of the site.
ACTION POINTS (PREVENTATIVE):
1. Whilst doing everything to retain the character of this space, explore bunding, knee rails made of steel and filled with concrete or two ton tree trunks.
2. Obtain quotes for these various measures, in time for the next meeting of the Parish Council on 1st September 2008.
3. Consider changing the access point for vehicles, closer to residential properties and ensure that this access point is robust by using heavy duty bollards/ram posts that cannot be accessed by using disc-cutters.  Introduce thorny planting at this entrance area.
4. Look at increasing kerb heights.
5. Review other vulnerable areas in The Village.
ACTION POINTS IN THE EVENT THAT ACCESS IS OBTAINED:
1. Residents to call 999 to advise Police that a criminal offence is taking place
2. A Formal Written Notice to be issued immediately asking that trespassers vacate the land.
3. Understand and explore ways of using acts, statutes, byelaws or the various 'powers' to enable The Police and The Parish Council to take prompt positive action.
4. Explore using professional bailiffs or obtaining a court order for the removal of trespassers.  Consult with HDC as to the process they apply to removing trespassers from their land; obtain a copy of their Action Plan if available.
5. Produce a Parish Council Action Plan stating the action to be taken in the event of trespass on The Common or other areas managed by the Parish Council.
OTHER ACTION POINTS
1. Obtain an explanation from Police Inspector Hodnet as to why Section 61 powers could not or were not enforced.

2. Place an article in the Village Magazine giving Police Contact numbers.
130/08 - West of Horsham Masterplan – to formulate a Parish Council view on various Masterplanning issues, including the subject of future community buildings in Broadbridge Heath.

Cllr. Hodgson updated members on the situation regarding the highways solution.  Technical work is still ongoing for Option 1 and a report will be made at the end of August 2008.  

The Clerk for Strategy & Development reported back from the recent LDF Reference Group meeting on the two alternatives being considered for the location of the new sports pitches and the associated sports pavilion.  Representatives from BBH Football Club explained their reasons for preferring the sports pitches to be sited just south of the new dual carriage way in the south of the development.

Before forming a view on which location they felt would be preferable, members of the Parish Council felt that they needed some clarification on some of the information.  The Clerk (Strategy & Development) will gather the information and the matter will be discussed again at the next full Parish Council meeting on 1st September 2008.

Mr. Crisp from BBH Football Club asked if, prior to a joint meeting with Horsham District Council, a meeting could be arranged between BBH Football Club and the BBH Reference Group members to consider possible ways of meeting the requirements of the Football National League system.

131/08 Next Meeting(s)
Monday 1st September 2008 – Planning 7.30pm, Parish Council 8.00pm
Meeting closed 10.15pm
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