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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 6th May 2009 
At 8.00pm at St John’s Church Hall
074/09 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards, (Chairman), G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank and D Trangmar.  Also present: Parish Clerk - M Burroughs and M Hodgson (County).
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. A Blann, S Horner (District), the PCSO J Grant and Clerk for Strategy & Development - H Dayneswood.
075/09 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests – Cllr. N Dixon declared a personal interest in 083/09, the Tennis Club Agreement as he is a member of the Tennis Club; there were no other Declarations of Interests or changes notified to Members Interests.

076/09 Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. V Edwards be appointed Chairman of the Council for the coming year.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman was signed. 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M Curnock be appointed Vice Chairman of the Council for the coming year.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice Chairman was signed. 

077/09 Chairman’s Announcements
i. The Village Magazine – Holbrook Pages may be willing to publish our magazine but require a meeting to establish what is required.  The Clerk will invite them to attend the next Parish Council Meeting and will obtain costs for printing and distributing a ‘simple magazine’ to 1,350 households in the village.

ii. Bus Stop in the Billingshurst Road (opposite Church Road).  WSCC, Highways has visited the site, spoken to users and has advised that creating and enforcing a bus clearway is unlikely to get support.  They suggest that the key is to make the driver slow down and stop in a safe location.  WSCC is prepared to communicate to Arriva on this basis and has recommended that the Parish Council do the same.  This course of action was agreed and the Clerk will also write to Arriva on this basis. 
iii. BBH Youth Club Management Committee – Cllr. Stuart Jackson, who has been elected as Chairman of this committee, provided feedback from the last meeting and will arrange for the minutes to be distributed. The committee will meet once a term; it was also noted that there are 150+ registered for the Youth Club.
iv. Scrutiny & Overview Committee – It was recommended that the Parish Council ask for parking on pavements and verges to be included in this committee’s work programme for the next 18 months.  The Clerk will advise HDC.
v. The European and County Council Elections are to be held on 4th June 2009.
vi. Footpath Diversion, Broomlands Farm – a letter from Warnham Park Estate (J C Lucas), requesting the Parish Council’s support for a footpath diversion, was discussed.  The Parish Council could not reach a consensus and wanted the opportunity to walk the footpaths in the area and respond at a later date when there will be a formal consultation period.  The Clerk will write to Mr. Lucas on this basis.
vii. Collision with Bus Shelter opposite the Shelley Arms – An Arriva bus collided with the shelter on Friday 1st May 2009 causing considerable damage.  The Clerk has made contact with Arriva and Bus Shelters (the company who installed the shelter) with regard to repair or replacement.  The roof of the shelter collapsed shortly after a lady had left the shelter, fortunately no injury occurred.  The Parish Council agreed to explore whether the shelter could be located either further back or a little to one side to prevent a collision in the future.  The Clerk will seek advice on this matter from Bus Shelters and pursue the repair/replacement cost from Arriva.

viii. Sullington Mead – No Ball Games – Saxon Weald has responded to the Parish Council’s objection to ‘no ball games’ signs being erected.  Saxon Weald has advised that this is as a result of complaints from residents.  

078/09 Minutes of previous meeting(s)
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6th April 2009 and the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 20th April 2009 be approved as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes. 
079/09 Police Matters

PCSO Jeff Grant was not present at the meeting but provided a detailed report, the key issues follow:
i. Singleton Road play area – no reports of nuisance;

ii. Corslettes Avenue – youths causing a nuisance; streetlight out - now repaired;

iii. St John’s Church – youths gathering and smoking what is believed to be cannabis; the PCSO is working with residents and the Church on this matter;

iv. Update on the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme;
v. Youth Club Committee – the PCSO is now a member and looks forward to working with Cllr. Jackson;

vi. Policing priorities – updates are available on the PCSO’s website.

Other matters:
SID – Cllr. Milbank advised that he had been trying to arrange a SID day during May, using the seven trained volunteers from the Village, but that this was proving to be difficult.  It was agreed that various sessions over two or three days may be more appropriate to fit around the volunteers’ availability.  Cllr. Milbank will proceed on this basis.  
Police Cover – the Parish Council was concerned about coverage for the coming months and that felt that it was not acceptable for there to be no cover during the PCSO’s absence and asked the Clerk to refer this matter to the PCSO. 
080/09 Matters Arising
The Clerk updated members present on the following matters arising from the last meeting:
i. Dirt Track Area - a meeting has taken place with HDC and a Risk Assessment produced.  HDC felt that this was an excellent facility for young people and that providing a few precautions were put in place i.e. monthly inspections and litter collection and an advisory poster put up, there is no reason why the area should not remain open.
ii. Showtime Amusements – the contract has been sent to the owner of the funfair and Cllr. Milbank will deliver the letters to local residents advising them of this event.
iii. Charrington Way signs – following the confusion that resulted, new signs have been ordered.

081/09 Election of Committees and Panel 
It was RESOLVED to elect members as follows:
Planning Committee (6) - G. Clark, M. Curnock, N. Dixon, V. Edwards, J. England, and J. Jones.

Recreation Committee (6) - J. Jones, A. Blann or S Jackson, M. Curnock, V. Edwards, B. Hutton and I. Johnston.

Local Development Committee (6) - V. Edwards, G. Clark, M. Curnock, J. England, B. Hutton and D Milbank.

Finance & Establishment Committee (5) - G. Clark, M. Curnock, V. Edwards B. Hutton and D. Trangmar. (New Committee Chairman to be elected).
082/09 Election of Council Representatives on Outside Bodies
It was RESOLVED to elect members as follows:

· Horsham Association of Local Councils (HALC) - G. Clark and N. Dixon

· Village Centre Management Committee - V. Edwards

· Neighbourhood Policing Panel - J. Jones

· Tennis & Cricket Club – I. Johnston

· Youth Club Management Committee – S. Jackson

083/09 Tennis Club Agreement 

The draft agreement prepared by Rawlinson & Butler and effective from 1 April 2009 has been shared with members of the Parish Council and the Tennis Club Committee.  One minor amendment has been suggested by the Parish Council, but the Tennis Club are yet to formally feedback on any suggested amendments.  It was agreed that Cllrs. Edwards and Johnston would review any proposed changes suggested by the Tennis Club and it was RESOLVED that the Chairman, Cllr. Edwards should sign the agreement on behalf of the Parish Council provided that there are no significant changes; should this be the case, then this will be referred back to the full Parish Council for approval.
084/09 Strategic Development
Cllr. Edwards provided an update as communicated by Paul Rowley, HDC. 
085/09 Report from the County Councillor

Cllr. Hodgson spoke on the following matters:

· An update on the Rights of Way Committee meeting on 7th April in connection with the missing Downs Link; the next meeting is in July 2009.
· Fingerposts which are expensive to maintain and that WSCC may pass on this cost to Parish Council’s.  The Parish Council has no fingerposts and does not see the need to acquire any in the village; this is therefore not an issue.

086/09 Matters to be ratified from the The Recreation Committee Meeting on 15th April 2009

i. Members present considered the request for repairs/maintenance from the Cricket Club based on the agreement with the club and having regard to section 5.3 of the lease (Minute R014/09 iii).  It was RESOLVED not to authorise a spend to repair the car park; it was felt that this was unnecessary at the present time and there is no specific requirement in the terms of the lease for the Parish Council, as Landlord, to do so.   The benches have been refurbished by our handy-man.

ii. Site visit, Tennis Club (R020/09 ii).  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Johnston undertake a site visit to confirm that the Tennis Club is complying with the terms of the lease. Cllr. Johnston will make the necessary arrangements.
iii. Singleton Road Play Area – it was RESOLVED to approve the committee’s recommendation that we review the position with regard to any damage that may occur if and when necessary (see R017/09).
087/08 Documents for Circulation
Documents for information only and not requiring action were circulated to those Councillors present.  Cllr. Curnock suggested that details of the HDC Contingency Planning DVD be placed on the Council’s website so that small businesses may make use of the same. 
088/08 Update of Declarations of Interest
Councillors were asked to consider if their interests or details have changed since they last completed or updated their interest and advise the Clerk accordingly.

089/09 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve 11 additional hours for the Clerk for the Big Lottery Project.
ii. A list of accounts for April 2009 was circulated for approval.
iii. It was RESOLVED to approve the annual return as distributed prior to the meeting, details of which were reviewed in detail and agreed at the Parish Council Meeting on 6th April 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the Chairman should sign the return on behalf of the Parish Council.
iv. It was RESOLVED that £35,000 remain in the Guaranteed Investment Account and that £20,000 be transferred to the current account to cover the next 3 months outgoings. 
090/09 Planning Matters Update
There were no new planning matters to discuss.
091/09 Consultations, Grants and Forthcoming Meetings/Activities - None

092/09 Roads and Footpaths  - Urgent Matters Only
There were no urgent matters to report.  The Clerk advised that HDC were dealing with the bins outside The Mews, Old Guildford Road.
093/09 Approve Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that the accounts for April 2009 totalling £2,669.20 be approved for payment.  A detailed list of the payments made can be provided by The Clerk upon request. 
094/09 Next Meeting(s) – St John’s Community Hall
Monday 1st June 2009 - Planning Committee – 7.30pm (if required)
Monday 1st June 2009 - Parish Council 8.00pm
Meeting closed 9.40pm

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council


PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9XX


Telephone: 01403-785864. Mobile 07733 359479


Email:clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk











