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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Monday 19th April 2010  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Community Hall
1.  Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, J Jones and D Trangmar.
Also present: Cllr. D Sheldon (County), Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs and Clerk for Strategy & Development - Helen Dayneswood
Guest Speakers –
POPP (Partnership for Older People Project) - Denise Salmon, Mary-Anne Walsh and Jan Wise.
Community Partnership Team (CPT) – Mary Talman

BBH Youth Club – Andrew Stobbs

Village Centre Management Committee – Joe Ashton (Treasurer)

There were approximately 10 members of the public present.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. G Clark, I Johnston and D Milbank and the PCSO J Grant.
The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 20th April 2009 

The minutes, having been circulated to the Councillors present at the meeting, were approved as a true record.

3. Guest Speakers

i. POPP (Partnership for Older People Project) and the Community Partnership Team (CPT)
Representatives provided an update on the services provided:  The following points were noted:

· The team has been awarded a budget of £3.4m over 2 years to provide community services in the district i.e. by promoting ‘a better place to live’, improving health and well-being and ‘enhancing the quality of life’ for residents over the age of 50.
· There are whole a host of activities available to this age group including, finance training for women, Mr. Chef workshops, computer training as well as a variety of seminars including ‘Life is for Living’, a popular event last year, which will be held again in September.
· Community Engagement Officers visit groups in the community to give support, make volunteers feel valued, provide mobile phone training, assist with funding and offer support with up and coming events as well as working with Community Wardens, PCSO’s and local schools etc.
· Community Partnership Team (CPT) – formed in 2008, Health Advisors work alongside the POPP team providing telephone advice and making home visits.  Assistance is provided with housing, transport, health issues etc.  The team has received 700 referrals.
Both POPP and the CPT provided leaflets/documentation on the services that they provide.  Further information can be obtained as follows:
POPP – www.horshampop.org.uk 01403 249447

CPT – www.westsussex.gov.uk/cpt 01403 213140

ii. Youth Club
The Youth Club is a joint venture between West Sussex Youth Services, HDC and the BBH Leisure Centre.  Andrew Stobbs (Youth Leader) reported that club is a great success with numbers now over 200 and 80-90 regularly attending on a Friday night between 7.30 and 9.30pm.  There are a variety of activities available for ages 12 – 15.

Questions were asked as to 1) future funding – Andrew commented that this was dependant on the clubs success and their hosts and 2) if there were any plans for the 16 to 18 year olds.  Andrew advised that there is a Costa Coffee facility in Horsham town and Cllr. Sheldon advised that this will move to Horsham Park for the summer, but there is nothing planned specifically in BBH for this age group.  Andrew advised that he would make enquiries and explore opportunities with Liz Kerim, his manager and report back.
iii. Village Centre
Joe Ashton (Treasurer of the Village Centre) provided an update on the management and running of the Centre.  Income, which was £33k last year, was received from the Social Club, Sea Scouts, dance clubs, playgroups and private functions etc, expenditure in the period was £29k.  There are currently seven trustees who meet every other month and meetings rarely last more than one hour.  Volunteers are required to provide new ideas and management assistance and will be protected by indemnity insurance.  Interested parties should speak to Mr Joe Ashton; contact can be made via the Village Centre.

4. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman presented her report.  A copy was available to all attending the meeting.  This report is at Appendix A.  There were no questions raised at this point.
5. Any Other Business
Dog Fouling – members reported an increase in fouling in Sullington Mead and Billingshurst Road.  The Clerk will report this to the Street Scene Team Wardens and establish if a second bin can be installed in the area.

Blue Topped Recycling Bins – residents asked when BBH were due to receive their new recycling bins.  There was a feeling that residents were the poor relations and the last to get anything, including traffic calming.  Cllr. Edwards advised that residents were scheduled to receive the blue bins in July and that traffic calming was being pursued as part of the new development.
Underpass Steps - the public asked when the steps would be repaired.  The Clerk advised that refurbishment was due to take place in May/June.  The public also noted an increase in broken glass in the area, particularly after a Friday night; the Clerk will report this matter to the PCSO and Cllr. Jones will raise this issue at the next Policing Panel Meeting.
Sullington Mead Verges – one member of the public complained that the verges at the entrance to Sullington Mead are in an appalling state with deep, muddy ruts.  The Chairman/Clerk advised that this matter had been reported to the PCSO, Saxon Weald and WSCC, Highways.  It was suggested that a group of residents, together with the PCSO, Saxon Weald and representatives from the Parish Council should arrange to meet with WSCC, Highways on site with a view to taking the verges out completely.  The Clerk will liaise with the appropriate authorities.

Wickhurst Lane – residents reported a large hole opposite Wickhurst Gardens which floods and the road at Bearsden Way disappears under water.  The Clerk recalled this being reported some months ago by the Litter Warden and she had reported the same to WSCC, Highways.  The Clerk will follow this issue up with Highways.









The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Appendix A 

BROADBRIDGE HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Report 2009/2010
As the tier of local government closest to the people of Broadbridge Heath (BBH), the Parish Council has been involved in many issues throughout the last year that impact on daily life in our village including housing, recreation, transport and the environment.  In some cases, our powers have allowed us to take direct action e.g. management of recreational space and the collection of litter in the village.  In other areas, such as housing, planning and highways, our role has been to ensure that the views of BBH residents are represented to higher authorities such as Horsham District Council (HDC) and West Sussex County Council (WSCC).

Issues are discussed and decisions made at Parish Council meetings which are held every month apart from August. We also have Recreation, Planning, Finance and Establishment Committees which meet regularly.  Agendas and Minutes for all meetings can be found on the notice boards outside the One Stop shop and in the entrance hall of the Village Centre as well as on our website www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk.  All meetings are open to members of the press and public, who are entitled to speak if they so wish. 

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council should consist of 13 councillors (all volunteers), but we are currently one member short due to the resignation of Tony Blann earlier this year. I would like to thank Tony for his work on behalf of the village.  If you are interested in the future of our village and would like to join us as a co-opted Councillor, please come along to one of our meetings to see what is involved.

We know that the circulation of a regular magazine with details of what is happening in the village is important and hopefully you will have seen the latest issue of the Village Magazine (published in February) which is organised and edited by the Parish Council.  Throughout the last few years, the magazine has undergone many changes and it is now in a format that is self-funding and, we hope, sustainable. 

Don’t forget that our website also contains general information about the village and PC. If you would like any relevant local information included please email the clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk.

In my report last year, I mentioned that following the award of the Big Lottery Grant, work on the new improved Play Area and Youth Shelter behind the Village Centre was almost complete. The official opening was on 20th June and I am pleased to say that the new equipment has been a great success. 

Unfortunately, some of the swings at the Village Centre and Common play areas have been damaged recently by what appears to be teeth marks of dogs who we understand have been encouraged to hold onto the seats of the swings.  This does constitute criminal damage so please, if you see this happening, report it immediately to the police on 999.  It is sad that this equipment, which gives pleasure to so many children, can be abused in this thoughtless manner. 

Despite this, the Recreation Committee is determined to continue improving the play equipment in our other play areas and is also exploring the possibility of installing some outdoor fitness equipment for older age groups.  

The lack of allotments is an ongoing problem in the village and one that the Parish Council has being trying to solve for some years.  We have had meetings with local land owners and did find some suitable land last year, but unfortunately the owners were only prepared to let us have a short term lease – no use for anyone wanting to establish an allotment.  However, we have not given up hope and are continuing our search with help from HDC and WSCC. 

I am glad to say that the installation of new stronger metal posts around the perimeter of the Common deterred any visitors last summer, but please remain vigilant.  If you see any unauthorised person or vehicle trying to enter the Common, report it immediately to the Police on 0845 60 70 999 or, if any damage to property is being committed, call 999.

The Finance Committee oversees the income and expenditure of the Parish Council and our accounts are audited every year. I am pleased to say that our last audit report concluded that the PC runs its finances in a sound and sensible manner and fully discharged its legal and statutory responsibilities.  The Annual Accounts for the last financial year (2009/2010) will be available for inspection in June 2010.   

Mindful of the difficult economic times, the Parish Council has only increased the precept by 1.3% for 2010/11.  It has been set at £48,280, which for a property in Band D equates to approximately £41.39, an increase of just 47 pence over last year. 

The Parish Council is aware of the enormous contribution made to the community by various organisations that operate in the village, most of which are run by volunteers.  We do have some funds available to support such organisations and in the last year, awards included £750 to the Junior Football Club and £2,700 to the Youth Club.  A small grant was also made to a group of enterprising youngsters in the village who came and presented their plans to us for repairing and improving the dirt jumps at the BMX track in Byfleets Lane. 

The Youth Club, which started last year at the Leisure Centre, has been a great success and I would like to congratulate them on being awarded ‘Best New Youth Club’ in the Horsham District together with Partridge Green. At the last count, there were apparently 200+ members with approximately 95% of them residents of Broadbridge Heath. The grant from the Parish Council has allowed a third youth worker to be employed to help with the increase in numbers. 

Our PCSO Jeff Grant continues to be active and has recently been promoting the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the village. As some of you may be aware, this has also been extended to some of the younger members of our community.  Speeding in the village continues to be a hot topic and Jeff has been working with some local volunteers to promote SID, a device which flashes up the speed of oncoming cars and is used as a deterrent. We now have our own volunteer co-ordinator for the village, which hopefully means that you will see a lot more of SID around. New volunteers are always welcome – please contact the Clerk in the first instance. 

Other areas that the PC continues to get complaints about include dog fouling, parking on the pavements, flooding in certain areas of the village, and most recently, pot holes!  All of your comments are taken notice of and, although in many cases we ourselves have no direct power to take action, rest assured that comments are passed on to the relevant authorities and followed up wherever possible.  As we have had so many comments about this recently, it is probably worth mentioning that pot holes can be reported directly on the WSCC website.  

Planning continues to be an important area for the Parish Council, although we saw a marked decline in the number of applications last year – probably due to a combination of the uncertain economic climate and changes in planning laws which mean that owners are now able to make less radical changes to their properties without planning permission. 

On a strategic level, the Parish Council is still very much involved in the various stages of planning for the proposed new development West of Horsham. Councillors continue to represent the village at meetings of the Reference Group where issues concerning the development are discussed.  In November 2009, Countryside Properties submitted a new outline planning application for the area to the South of Broadbridge Heath for 963 residential units, community facilities, highways and various other works.  The Parish Council reviewed this application and submitted a detailed response to HDC.  In summary, we still have many concerns, particularly about the new highway layout, traffic calming for BBH (we are still pressing for a consultation in the village about this) and provision of infrastructure and community facilities. 

Berkeley Homes also submitted an outline application for work on the Horsham side of the A24. This was due to be decided on by HDC in March, however, at the last moment HDC deferred the decision and we understand that they are now talking with Berkeley Homes to renegotiate various aspects of their application, particularly with regard to the provision of affordable homes. 

As I write this report, we are still not sure exactly what this means for the Countryside application – all I can say is that we will seek to keep you informed through our meetings, the website and the magazine.   

In closing, I have many people to thank, all of whom contribute to the smooth running of the Parish Council and community of Broadbridge Heath. 

Jim Cate our Litter Warden who is out in all weathers continues to provide an invaluable service, for which we are all grateful. 

Thanks also to Mary Burroughs our Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer who carries out a difficult job with great enthusiasm and, since gaining her CiLCA qualification recently (congratulations!), with increasing expertise.  Also, Helen Dayneswood, the Clerk for Strategy and Development, who is to be admired for her knowledge for all things relating to the LDF. 

I must also thank my fellow Councillors, in particular Malcolm Curnock - Vice Chairman, Geoff Clark - Chairman of the Planning Committee and Judith Jones - Chairman of the Recreation Committee.  

Viv Edwards

Chairman

April 2010 
PLEASE NOTE THAT A FULL SIZED COPY OF THIS REPORT CAN BE VIEWED AT THE VILLAGE CENTRE

 OR ON OUR WEBSITE

www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council
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