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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Monday 20th April 2009  
At 8.00pm at St John’s Community Hall
1.  Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, J England, S Horner (District), B Hutton, S Jackson, I Johnston, J Jones, D Milbank & D Trangmar.
Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs and Clerk for Strategy & Development - Helen Dayneswood
Guest Speakers – Mr. Tom Crowley, Chief Executive, Horsham District Council (HDC) and Cllr. Robert Nye, Deputy Leader.  There were approximately 25 members of the public present.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: PCSO J Grant. 

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 19th May 2008 

The minutes, having been circulated to the Councillors present at the meeting, were approved as a true record.

3. Update on the New West of Horsham Development
Mr Tom Crowley provided an update on the progress since the last Annual Parish Meeting in May 2008.  He provided background on the two highway options i.e.
· Option 1 which incorporates a new dual-carriageway bypass to the south of the development and closes the western end of the current BBH bypass;

· Option 2 which incorporates a new single-carriageway road to the south of the development and the current bypass is kept open but downgraded, with the A264/A281 running through the development.
HDC and the Parish Council favour Option 1 – this is the option that has been built into the West of Horsham Masterplan document.  

In progressing matters, there have been three obstacles to overcome:

1) New junction on the A24 to meet safety criteria – At the last meeting it was felt that Option 1 was ‘dead in the water’.  However, another push for Option 1 has been made and this has proved positive.  On the first level of detail, the safety issues concerning the new junction have been addressed satisfactorily and the obstacle is falling away. 

2) Acquiring land from Tesco – Letters to Tesco have resulted in them taking this seriously and securing an agreement with them is now very close.

3) Viability – Option 1 is more expensive than Option 2 and the collapse in the housing market has had an impact on viability. 
HDC has been in detailed discussion with Berkeley’s.  Progress is being made but matters are not finalised.

Countryside has submitted applications based on Option 2 and there has been confusion over Countryside’s strategy.  However, now that the issues surrounding highway safety and the acquisition of land have almost been addressed, it seems likely that in the next 4-5 weeks, Countryside will either submit new applications or amend the current ones in line with Option 1.  

In summary, HDC is making steady progress.  In the next 2-3 months, compliant applications from both developers should be submitted.  HDC would be looking to extract the best possible Section 106 package, bearing in mind the current difficult financial situation in the national economy.

The floor opened to questions.  These questions are summarised in Appendix A below:
4. Mixed Dry Recycling Scheme
Cllr. Robert Nye advised that recycling in the district was very good; 8 years ago only 14% of waste was recycled, the figure is now at 50%.  The Acorn Scheme shows participation rates of 80%+.

WSCC, i.e. the disposal authority, has recently acquired more facilities at the Ford Aerodrome and are now handling a wide range of materials.  HDC are now able to manage co-mingled/mixed dry recycling and residents will receive a new blue bin which will allow recycling of glass, corrugated card, wax cartons etc.  This new scheme will be trialed in the south of the district first and we should see this taking place in our area in 18 months time.  There will still be weekly collections.
A new style of collection vehicle will be introduced, manned by two operatives.  This vehicle will have a long reach arm capable of picking up two bins at once.  The bins will have to be placed at the edge of the pavement for collection by residents but it is envisaged that 95% of bins can be collected this way. 
Cllr. Nye hoped that residents would be full of enthusiasm for this new scheme and would embrace the new system.

The floor opened to questions.  These questions are summarised in Appendix A below:

Councillor Edwards thanked Tom Crowley and Robert Nye for attending the meeting and answering the questions posed.  
5. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman presented her report.  A copy was available to all attending the meeting.  This report is at Appendix B.  There were no questions raised at this point.
6. Any Other Business
Minutes – one member of the public commented that it was difficult to read the minutes on the Parish Council notice board by the One Stop shop.  The problem is space.  The Clerk advised that minutes are published on the website about a week after the meeting takes place.

Parked Cars by the Shelley Bus Stop – Cllr. Jones advised that the Parish Council has looked into this matter before.  The PCSO advised that it is a lay-by therefore cars can park there without causing a criminal offence.
Bus Stop, Billingshurst Road – one member of the public advised that the bus had not stopped for him one day as there had been parked cars in front of the stop and the driver had not seen him.  Others pointed out that it is hazardous to step out beyond the parked cars to hail the bus to stop.  The Clerk will write to WSCC to establish if there is anything that can be done to discourage cars from parking in front of the bus stop.
Area around the church – one member of the public advised that youths are congregating around the fence at the back of the church and are taking drugs.  She has contacted the Police and the Church on this matter.  The Clerk will also make contact with the PCSO and St John’s Church on this matter.

There were no other matters raised
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

Questions from the floor







Appendix A

The New Development

Q: Will there be a reduction in ‘Affordable Housing’?
A: HDC will look at the development and requirements but have to be realistic and achieve the best possible outcome.  The Planning Advisorate Inspectorate has indicated that planning authorities should work up from zero to get the best possible outcome but the equation has to balance and the whole development scheme has to be viable.  HDC will do their very best; the target in the Masterplan for affordable housing is 40% but the reality is that it will be less than that.  HDC will be taking independent advice from the District Valuer.  

Q: A leaflet has been delivered to residents in the village to advise that HDC has adopted a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) entitled ‘Land West of Horsham Design Principles and Character Areas’.  The wording of this leaflet does not mean a great deal, can you explain?
A: This SPD provides HDC with a set of tools to judge the detail in the planning applications received.  The developers have to abide by the policies and elements of this SPD.  The Reference Group has had input to this document.  Tom Crowley felt there was a lesson to be learnt in so far as these types of leaflets should spell out the message that they are giving more clearly.

Q: Viability – has it been proven that Option I is more costly than Option 2?

A: Yes because of the highway structure.
Q: Can the S106 agreement be based upon the profit that developers make overall during the lifetime of the building work? There is concern that the developers will use the current economic climate to reduce the Section 106 contribution now but then they will make significant gains later when the housing market recovers.

A: HDC will look to receive advice from the experienced District Valuer to test the developers’ claims.  HDC will make a judgement based on their advice.  However, HDC is mindful of the fact that if the case went to appeal, then HDC would lose control over the project.

Cllr. Horner stated that she and most District Councillors will need to be persuaded that 40% affordable housing is not achievable.

Q: When will building begin, if and when planning permission is granted?

A: Within three years.  (Cllr. Horner commented that there was a quota of houses that needed to be developed each year.  It was difficult to see how the government was going to deal with this in the current economic climate).  We could see work start in spring 2010 if permission is granted in the summer. 

Q: Will the houses be built before the roads?

A: The Masterplan includes a series of triggers that will determine the sequence of events.  A certain number of houses have to be built before something else can be built because the developers need to generate cash.  Providing infrastructure and generating cash (from selling houses) needs very careful balancing.

Cllr. Nye commented that builders have large overheads and land prices have already been agreed.  In the current economic climate, it was going to be difficult to negotiate the same level of Section 106 package as was previously expected.  If Affordable Housing is pushed too far, ‘they may walk’.  Cllr. Horner felt that we should not be intimidated by that.

Cllr. Curnock pointed out that S106 was not just for ‘Affordable Housing’ but also for other community facilities.

A member of the public commented that no builder has lost money by building affordable homes; they just don’t make as much money. 

Q: Will there be traffic calming in the village?

A: HDC will ensure that traffic calming measures are built in to dissuade people going through the village and that these measures would be paid for by the developer.  It is planned to have a consultation day with the residents of the village on traffic calming.

Q: Is there any information on the projected increase in traffic volumes going through the village?

A: HDC, Tom Crowley will respond on volumes.

Mixed Dry Recycling

Q: Are there any immediate plans to introduce the recycling of a wider range of plastics?
A: Not at this time nor in the foreseeable future; there is no market for it.
Q: Please clarify can plastics 1, 2 and 3 be recycled?

A: Yes provided they are washed.

Q: This new system would seem to be a big improvement but is it really recycling? Is it right that recycling is sent to China are we not just moving the problem to another part of the world. 

A: Everything that this council collects is recycled; we have a very good reputation for recycling.  Cllr. Nye had been to China and concluded that plastics have a value to the economy of this country.  

Q: There is nothing in the Acorn Scheme brochure mentioning what other recyclables can be taken to Hop Oast, why is that?
A: No this is because Hop Oast is a County Council run operation, Acorn is District Council.

Q: How many bins will we have and are there any limitations?
A: Three i.e. one large green waste, one large mixed dry recycling and a small residual bin.  There is very little that cannot be recycled in the blue bin examples of limitations would be batteries and waste that rots.
Q: How will these new vehicles pick up the bins when there are cars parked on the pavement and will leaving bins on the pavement not restrict access? 

A: Research shows that there is not a Health & Safety issue, 5% of bins may be difficult to collect but there will be an alternative.  The south of the district will have the new bin system first so there will be ample opportunity to iron out these issues.

Q: Will there still be litter left on the street when the bins are collected?
A: The new bins must be closed and will be collected with the lid closed thereby reducing the escape of rubbish.

Q: Why does the council not replace broken bins?

A: This is not council policy, the bins were supplied free of charge in the first instance, this is not an option.

Appendix B 

BROADBRIDGE HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Report 2008/2009

I am delighted to be able to start this report on a positive note and say that for the first time in many years the Parish Council (PC) is at full strength.  In December, we welcomed three new Councillors - Stuart Jackson, David Milbank and David Trangmar - who are already proving to be valuable additions to the team.  I must say thank you to Basil Stenning who retired from the Council towards the end of last year after many years of service. 

The work of the Council has continued throughout the year with full Council Meetings held every month apart from August.  All members of the public are welcome to attend and to speak if they so wish.  Agendas and Minutes can be found on the notice boards outside the One Stop shop and in the entrance hall of the Village Centre as well as on our website www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk.  This also contains general information about the village and PC as well as a news page; please email the clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk if there is information you would like included.

In October last year, the new Village Magazine was launched to positive acclaim.  I am sorry to say that due to the publishers being unable to fill the advertising space, publication of the magazine has now been suspended. We are urgently investigating alternatives, as we are aware of the importance of the magazines to villagers.  You can view the latest edition (minus adverts) on the website. 
The West of Horsham development continues to play an important part in PC business with Councillors representing the village at meetings of the Reference Group where issues concerning the Masterplan are discussed.  In October, Horsham District Council (HDC) adopted the Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document.  This incorporated the highways option supported by the PC whereby a dual carriageway bypass would be built to the south of the new development and the current bypass closed (although there will still be road access from the Farthing's Hill roundabout down as far as Tesco).  

As many of you will have seen from an article in the County Times, the recession is having an impact on the plans of the two developers associated with the development.  Countryside Properties have already lodged outline-planning applications for development to the west of the A24 together with the highway infrastructure required to support the development.  However, the current economic climate is very likely to make it impossible for Countryside to deliver the required level of affordable housing and the package of community facilities that should accompany this.  Neither of the Countryside applications comply with the Masterplan and we have submitted detailed comments to HDC objecting to them both.  At the time of writing this report, it was not known when these plans would be determined.  Tom Crowley (HDC Chief Executive) will be providing a status update at the Parish Meeting. 

Obviously there have been many other issues and challenges for the PC over the last year and I would like to mention a few other areas in which we have been active. 

Unfortunately, in July we had some unwelcome visitors to the Common which made everyday use of the area for villagers virtually impossible.  They eventually left after the PC employed bailiffs to serve them with an eviction notice and this prompted us to hold an open meeting to discuss how to prevent such an occurrence in the future.  As a result of opinions expressed by local residents, and following advice from experts such as HDC and the Police, we have had new stronger metal posts filled with concrete installed around the perimeter of the Common.  We are hoping that these will act as a deterrent, but if you see any unauthorised person or vehicle trying to enter the Common please report it immediately to the Police on 0845 60 70 999 or if any damage to property is being committed call 999.

On a happier note, following the award of the Big Lottery Grant, work on the new improved Play Area and Youth Shelter behind the Village Centre is moving ahead swiftly.  Pupils at Tanbridge and Shelley Schools were consulted about the location and type of new equipment they would like to see and, as a result, four exciting new pieces of play equipment and a youth shelter have been ordered.  In addition to installing the equipment, there will be new pathways and additional features to enhance the character of the area.  The work will soon be underway and all should be ready for the on 20th June.  I would like to thank the team who have worked on this initiative for the village, in particular Mary Burroughs, the Project Manager for her drive and enthusiasm. 

Speeding through the village continues to be of concern to many people and our PCSO Jeff Grant has been actively recruiting volunteers to use SID (a device which flashes up the speed of oncoming cars and is used as a deterrent) in order to educate drivers to stick to the speed limit in the village.  Please contact the Clerk if you are interested in helping us with this.

Another area of concern to residents is dog fouling and the PC is taking action to try and prevent the irresponsible behaviour of a few people who allow their dogs to foul on pavements and recreational areas.  The Street Scene Team Wardens, who have the power to issue a fixed penalty fine for people who do not pick up after their dogs, are now patrolling the village on a regular basis.  The PC is also liaising with the HDC Scrutiny Team who is looking into this problem, in particular, whether or not dog bins serve their intended purpose.  

The PC receives many complaints about cars parked on pavements, verges and green areas and we have asked the appropriate authorities to take a hard line where relevant.  Not only can this anti-social behaviour obstruct the pavements, but also it often results in damage to verges and greens.  If damage is caused, it is quite likely that offenders will be asked to pay for it to be made good and, as has happened recently, if a pavement is obstructed, a fixed penalty notice may be issued. 

During the year, we received requests for grants from some local organisations and I am pleased to say the PC has been able to help most of them in some way. Notable awards include - £750 to the Junior Football Club, £350 to the Scouts and £2,700 to the Youth Club which is now operating, with great success, on Friday Nights at the Leisure Centre.  It would seem that this has contributed to a lessening of anti-social behaviour in the village although there are still some hot spots.  One of these is the Singleton Way Play Area where we are working with our PCSO to try to overcome the problems. 

The two new bus shelters at Shelley Arms have now been installed and, following requests from users, the stop adjacent to the Shelley Arms has recently been fitted with sides to make it more user friendly.  Unfortunately, the restricted width of the pavement prevents us doing this on the other side of the road. 

During the last year, the PC received several local planning applications to evaluate and comment on, although there has been a notable decline in numbers compared to previous years.  Planning meetings are held twice a month (if there are plans to review) and all meetings are open to the public. 

I am pleased to report that the PC continues to run its finances in a sound and sensible manner and for the last financial year was able to fully discharge its legal and statutory responsibilities in an orderly manner.  The Annual Accounts will be available for inspection in June 2009.  For the financial year 2009/10, the precept has been set at £47,657, which for a property in Band D equates to approximately £40.92 a year – an increase of 2.5%.
As usual, I must say thank you to our Litter Warden - Jim Cate.  He keeps our village tidy (not an easy job) and his dedication and hard work are much appreciated by everyone in BBH. 

Thanks also to Mary Burroughs our Clerk whose organisational ability and tenacity are remarkable and to Helen Dayneswood, the Clerk for Strategy and Development, for her advice and expert knowledge on all things relating to the LDF.  A special thank you to both of them for their support and help to me, particularly at the end of last year.

In closing, I must thank my fellow Councillors for their commitment to duties carried out on behalf of the village of Broadbridge Heath.  Particular thanks to Malcolm Curnock - Vice Chairman, Geoff Clark - Chairman of the Planning Committee and Judith Jones - Chairman of the Recreation Committee.  

Viv Edwards

Chairman

April 2009 
Broadbridge Heath Parish Council


PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9XX
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