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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Monday 19th May 2008  
At 8.00pm at Shelley School

1.  Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors V Edwards (Chairman), A Blann, G Clark, M Curnock, N Dixon, J England, I Johnston and B Stenning.
Also present: Cllr. M Hodgson (County), Parish Clerk - Mary Burroughs and Clerk for Strategy & Development - Helen Dayneswood
Guest Speaker – Mr. Tom Crowley, Chief Executive, Horsham District Council (HDC) and Helen Sissons, HDC.

There were approximately 60 members of the public present.
Apologies were received and the reasons noted from: Cllrs. B Hutton, J Jones, S Horner (District), PCSO J Grant and from Mrs. Barbara Childs (LDF Programme Manager, HDC).

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting noting that it was good to see so many people attend.  The presentation material from HDC could not be shown due to technical difficulties so the order of the agenda was changed as follows; 1, 5, 3, 4, 2 and 6.
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 19th March 2007 

The minutes, having been circulated to the Councillors present at the meeting, were approved as a true record.

3. Review of the Community Strategy and HDC’s Plans for the Future

Mr Tom Crowley advised that HDC had been looking at sustainable community strategy for the 15 to 20 years ahead.  There is a document on the HDC Website produced by Experian entitled ‘Visioning Horsham’ which looks at various forecasts with regard to the economy, growth etc.  HDC also looked at the ‘Wider Planning’ issues to ensure that the best is made of the challenges that are faced in the future.  The population of the district is approximately 130,000 and this is set to grow in the next 20 years by a further 15,000.

4. Report on the progress of the new highway system and proposed traffic calming in the village

Mr Tom Crowley extended apologies from Mrs Barbara Childs who could not attend due to a recent bereavement in the family.  An update was provided on the two Masterplan options i.e.:

Option 1: the Parish and HDC’s preferred option that incorporates a new dual carriageway to the south of the development and closes/downgrades the existing bypass.
Option 2: that incorporates a new single carriageway bypass to the south of the development (with a 40mph speed limit) and retains the current bypass (with a 30mph speed limit).
In making a choice between the options, HDC has to have regard for two key factors: deliverability and safety.
A number of safety audits had been undertaken on the detailed design for the proposed new grade-separated junction on the A24 for Option 1.  West Sussex County Council (WSCC) consider that the proposed Option 1 A24 junction is not safe and would require a 50mph speed limit to be imposed on the A24 between Farthings Hill and the new junction.   WSCC judge Option 2 to be acceptable, subject to a 60 mph speed limit on the same stretch of the A24.
HDC now has to make a decision on which option to take forward.  At a recent seminar for HDC councillors, the members asked the planning officers to try to find some way to deliver Option 1 (the preferred option for BBH, Denne and HDC).
HDC as the Planning Authority were timetabled to make a decision on the options in July, however there is likely to be some slippage on this, no firm date has been set.  Whilst a decision may not be made in July, one does have to be made by the autumn, as planning applications are expected to be submitted by the developers by that time.  If HDC delay too long and the applicants take a case to appeal, then HDC could well lose control of the development. HDC also has to consider the rest of the District, as other sites may come through if they do not make a decision within a reasonable time frame.  This development is going to happen, HDC want to work with the Parish Council and the community to find ways of progressing the Masterplan to obtain the best possible solution.  He also pointed out that whilst there would be further discussion with WSCC with regard to Option 1 but that he would not like to raise expectations. 

Mr Crowley advised that there were advantages to Option 2 which included better linkages and a lower speed limit on the southern bypass.  However, the decision about the option would have to be made first before details of traffic calming through the existing village could be worked up.
Mr Crowley explained the relationship between WSCC and HDC.  WSCC advise HDC on particular highway arrangements.  HDC, as the planning authority, are obliged to take the advice of WSCC on highway matters.
The floor opened to questions.  These questions are summarised in Appendix A below:

Councillor Edwards thanked Tom Crowley and Helen Sissons for attending the meeting and answering the questions posed.  Tom Crowley strongly recommended that a public session be held with the WSCC Highways Authority. 
5. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman presented her report.  A copy was available to all attending the meeting.  This report is at Appendix B.  The points/questions raised were as follows:

i. There is mention in the report about ‘youth’ but nothing with regard to ‘older persons’.  Barry Mursell advised that he is involved with HDC in an Older Persons Forum and will be lobbying the Parish Council in future.

ii. A report was received of big delivery lorries once again blocking the road outside the One Stop Shop. The Clerk will raise this issue again with the PCSO.

iii. It was noted that Warnham had a 20 mph speed limit; could this apply to the Old Guildford Road which is a rat-run?  Councillor Hodgson advised that this had taken some 10 years of non-stop work to achieve with the help of S106 monies, but that it had been a great success.  A special meeting of the County Local Committee (CLC) will be held later in the year to address matters of concern to communities.

iv. Mini motor-bikes have been reported on the pavements in Thelton Avenue.  Cllr. Edwards encouraged residents to report this on 0845 60 70 999.  The Clerk will report this also to the PCSO who has been investigating this matter.

v. Hedge trimming is an issue behind Shelley Drive to the side of the bypass.  The Clerk will report this to WSCC, Highways.

6. Any Other Business
There was no other business.  The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and for their contribution to the meeting.  The meeting was then declared closed at 9.20pm.
 Questions from the floor







Appendix A

Q: Why was option 1 unsafe?

A: Due to the inter-action/weaving of traffic on the slip roads, conflict of speed differentials etc., there is a real risk of collision, injury or even death, unless traffic on the A24 was guaranteed to be a maximum of 50 mph which would be very difficult, if not impossible to achieve.

Q: Can you be clear about the slip roads in question?

A: The slip roads on the new A24 junction and the Farthings Hill junction.

Q: Is Option 2 cheaper?

A: Yes

Q: Surely the quality of village life is more important than a difference of 10 mph of speed limits imposed on the stretch of the A24 between the new junction and Farthing’s Hill?

A: At a meeting earlier this month the majority of Councillors present agreed that the village is important.
Q: For years we have been looking at plans, when will we see the detail of the final plan?

A: The plans have been built up in stages; the Highways options have been a struggle, the Masterplan has to be approved by HDC this year.  As the work progresses, more and more detail will be included.
Q: Why can you not put another surface level roundabout on the A24?
A: This is a matter of the speed limit and topography.
Q: Are there the same number of houses in both option?
A: Yes.
Q: What will be the price ranges for these new homes?
A: 40% will be affordable housing, 60% will be determined by the market.
Q: Is there a commercial consideration?
A: It is purely and simply that the Highways Authority believes that Option 1 is not safe.
Q: Given the economic climate is there likely to be a delay?
A: The developers will be guided by the housing market but you always have to plan for the future, rather than base your plans on what is happening currently.
Q: Which of the 2 options destroys the most wild life and farmland?
A: An ecological survey has been carried out to look at green areas, hedgerows etc. but HDC would have to come back to the community on the difference/impact to the natural environment for both options.
Q: Exit to the A24 – there is only a slight difference between 50 mph and 60 mph, what is the danger?
A: Option 1 would result in weaving problems and side shunts are more likely. The problem is the difference in speeds between the traffic already on the A24 and those joining the A24.
Q: Has anyone looked at a flyover or an underpass?
A: This would create environmental issues.
Q: Is this merely a money winning opportunity? 

A: HDC takes consultation very seriously about which scheme goes forward.
Q: Could Option 1 be made acceptable if parallel slip roads were used?

A: There is a land take problem because not all the land needed is under HDC or WSCC control.  Also, parallel slips would create capacity problems at Farthings Hill.

Q: Option 2 will cut the village in half - how does this stack up? 

A: HDC will work with the community to make it more acceptable, limit environmental problems etc.
Q: If the County Council is not happy, why do the experts not look at the design again?
A: Other options have been looked at but there is a topography limit as to what can physically be done.
Q: Why not look at the northern bypass again?
A: The current site has been allocated and the boundaries identified.  It has gone too far now to change the allocation of the strategic development.
Q: Will the road by the new school be downgraded to 20 mph?
A: HDC believe that this has already been allowed for in the developer’s model.
Q: Is it legally possible for WSCC/HDC to compulsory purchase a strip of land?
A: The local authority can do this in some very specific circumstances but it has to be justified and their powers to do so are subject to challenge.
Q: Is any land subject to compulsory purchase?
A: To date, no land involved in the West of Horsham development has been subject to compulsory purchase.
Q: What is the developers preferred option?
A: Option 2 (as advised by Richard Sutcliffe-Smith, a representative from Countryside Properties who was present at the meeting).
Q: Are there plans to develop the other side of the village?
A: No.
Q: How close will the new houses be to existing properties?
A: To the south of the current bypass, possibly a few to the north of the bypass towards the Newbridge Nursery roundabout. 
Q: Will Tesco’s main entrance still be on the current bypass?
A: Yes.
Q: Will there be traffic lights on the Tesco roundabout? 

A: This is very likely, especially for Option 2; another public session will be held to consult with the Community. 

Q: If there is to be a 20 mph speed limit along the Old Guildford Road and Billingshurst Road, why do you need traffic calming?
A: The speed limit may be difficult to enforce without traffic calming.
Q: Is Tesco set to take over the Sports Centre site?
A: This is not part of the current set of plans; any changes would be subject to planning consent.
Q: Is the Parish Council in possession of the work done with the Chief Fire Officer with regard to traffic calming measures?
A: The reports are believed to be with the Parish Council Chairman.
Q: Are bus services being looked at?
A: Arriva has identified opportunities and improvements to bus services; this aspect would be considered as part of any S106 agreement.
Appendix B 

BROADBRIDGE HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Report 2007/2008

I would like to present my Annual Report in my sixth year as Chairman. 

Last May saw elections for the Parish Council (PC).  Yet again there were not enough applications to hold an election and those who were nominated were elected unopposed.  Two councillors retired – Vicky Hunt and Barry Mursell and I would like to thank them for their contribution and years of service for the village. We welcomed one new councillor, Nigel Dixon.  However, we still have vacancies for two councillors so if we you would like to join us and serve your community please contact the Chairman or Clerk. 

The work of the Council has continued throughout the year with full Council Meetings held every month apart from August.  All members of the public are welcome to attend these meetings and to speak if they so wish.  Agendas and Minutes can be found on the PC Notice Board outside the One Stop shop, on the Village Centre Notice Board and on our website www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk which went live in May 2008.  This also contains general information about the village and Parish Council as well as a general news page.  In time, we hope that local organisations will be able to use this to post dates of their meetings, contacts, recent news etc.  Please email the clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk if there are articles or details you would like included. 

Councillors have represented the village at various meetings during the year including the Reference Group. This group, which consists of representatives from Broadbridge Heath (BBH) PC, Denne Neighbourhood Council and Horsham District Council (HDC) members and officers, has been meeting over the last two years to discuss the Masterplan for the West of Horsham.  I am sure I don’t need to remind you that, despite our numerous objections and concerns, at least 2,000 new homes will be built in this area by 2018.  The Reference Group has spent a lot of time discussing the various road layouts that would provide an acceptable and efficient scheme for everyone.  Key for our village is the prevention of the Billingshurst Road becoming a short cut (rat run) for traffic getting to and from Horsham from the west of the District.  This issue will be discussed at our Annual Parish Meeting, but in brief, two highway options were presented in the Masterplan.  It now seems, however, that the option favoured by the Parish Council will not go ahead as West Sussex County Council say they cannot support it.  We have grave reservations about the alternative road scheme that is proposed and we are continuing to fight for what we consider to be the best option for the village, both old and new.  

Other issues such as community facilities have been discussed at the Reference Group and the Parish Council has been in touch with various groups in the village such as the Football Club and the Village Centre, to see what aspirations they have for the future in order to try and incorporate these in the Masterplan. 

Obviously there have been many other issues and challenges for the Parish Council over the last year and I would like to mention a few other areas in which we have been involved.  

Speeding through the village continues to be of concern to many people and since the last Parish Meeting new road signs and red textureflex surfacing gateways have been introduced at all the entrances to the village.  

SID (a device which flashes up the speed of oncoming cars and is used as a deterrent) has been in operation on a few occasions.  However, we are desperately in need of more volunteers to train and use the device particularly at the beginning and end of the working day when we have the main volume of traffic through the village.  Please contact our Clerk if you are interested in helping us with this.

On a positive note, BBH Parish Council submitted an application to HDC to be included in their Big Lottery bid for new outside equipment for children and young people.  I am pleased to say that this was accepted and HDC’s bid was successful.  The grant will allow us to add substantially to the play equipment at the Village Centre and also provide a Youth Shelter in the village.  Young people visiting the Snack Wagon suggested to Youth Workers that they would use such a facility if it were available.  We will, of course, be consulting with the appropriate age groups and local residents before starting work on these projects.  If you would like to become involved in this process please contact the Clerk. 

We are hoping that the Youth Shelter will in some ways help counteract the sporadic problem of anti social behaviour in the village.  The Local Action Team (now known as the Community Action Team) led by our PCSO Jeff Grant, has been working with some success to try and overcome these problems.  The lay-by next to the Common is still a favourite meeting place and many of you will have noticed the ‘CCTV in operation sign’ which has recently been erected there. 

The play area at Singleton Road was another area where youngsters were gathering and a small minority causing problems.  Following a street meeting with some of the local residents we have now put a fence across the entrance with a gate which we are investigating locking after dark.

Future improvements for the village include two new cantilever bus shelters for the bus stops near the Shelley Arms and, as part of a joint initiative with HDC, we are hoping that a mobile Skate Park will be visiting the village later this year.  A replacement swing is to be erected at The Common and the broken posts around the perimeter replaced. 

Following up on some of the items mentioned at our last Annual Parish Meeting, some new fencing has been put up at the Charrington Way play area and the stile has been replaced by a gate together with a handrail leading down to the road.  Tesco have cut back shrubs along the area from the underpass to the store and seem to be doing a reasonable job in keeping this area free from litter.  Some residents at the last meeting mentioned problems with parking, particularly on the verges, and these concerns were passed onto the police and relevant organisations who have taken action where appropriate. 

Allotments are an ongoing issue and we are currently investigating possible sites for this long awaited village amenity.

Following the demise of the village magazine last year, I am pleased to say that we are going to trial a new company to edit and distribute a magazine starting in September.  Comments on the new format and any copy to be included would be much appreciated. 

During the last year the Parish Council received several local planning applications to evaluate and comment on.  Planning meetings are held twice a month (if there are plans to review) and all meetings are open to the public. 

I am pleased to report that the Parish Council continues to run its finances in a sound and sensible manner and for the last financial year was able to fully discharge its legal and statutory responsibilities in an orderly manner, meeting the requirements of the official auditor.  Those of you who have studied your Council Tax bill will have noticed that our precept is lower than for last year.  For the financial year 2008/09 it has been set at £46,495, which for a property in Band D equates to approximately £39.46 a year – a decrease of nearly 11%.   

Our village is kept remarkably clean and tidy thanks to the efforts of our Litter Warden - Jim Cate. I would like to thank him for his dedication and hard work which is much appreciated by everyone in the village.  Unfortunately, dog fouling is still a problem and I would ask that dog owners act responsibly and use the bins provided or take litter home to dispose of.  

Tracey Hooker, our Parish Clerk, resigned in November last year and my thanks go to Tracey for her contribution to the work of the Parish Council.  Mary Burroughs joined us as our new Clerk in January and has already proved to be a reliable and worthy successor.  I would like to thank Mary and Helen Dayneswood, the Clerk for Strategy and Development, for the support they have both given me as Chairman and for their hard work and enthusiasm.

In closing, I must also thank my fellow Councillors for their support and commitment to duties carried out on behalf of the village of Broadbridge Heath.  Particular thanks to Malcolm Curnock - Vice Chairman, Geoff Clark - Chairman of the Planning Committee and Judith Jones - Chairman of the Recreation Committee.  

Viv Edwards, Chairman May 2008 
Broadbridge Heath Parish Council
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