Chairman’s Message 

Welcome to the spring edition of the magazine. By the time you receive this I hope the cold, wintery weather has long gone and the warmer, longer days have arrived. 

In anticipation of the better weather, the Parish Council has been working hard on your behalf to ensure that all the Recreation and Play areas are in a good state of repair.  Following the award of the Big Lottery Grant, work on the new, improved Play Area and Youth Shelter behind the Village Centre will soon be underway and should be ready for use by July 2009.  

You may have noticed that new posts have been put in around the perimeter of the Common.  Following the arrival of unwanted visitors last year, the Parish Council held an open meeting to discuss the best way to avoid this happening in the future.   As a result of opinions expressed by local residents and following advice from experts such as HDC, we have had new stronger metal posts filled with concrete installed.  We are hoping that these will act as a deterrent but please if you see any unauthorised person or vehicle trying to enter the Common report it immediately to the Police on 0845 60 70 999, or indeed, if any damage to our property is being committed call 999.

On a more positive note, I am delighted to say that for the first time in many years the Parish Council is at full strength.  In December we welcomed three new Councillors - Stuart Jackson, David Milbank and David Trangmar - who are already proving to be valuable additions to the Parish Council.  I must say thank you to Basil Stenning who finally retired from the council towards the end of last year.  Basil gave many years of service to the village and we are extremely grateful to him.  

Finally, please don’t forget our Annual Parish Meeting which will be held on Monday 20th April at St John’s Church Hall when we are hoping to have the Chief Executive, Tom Crowley and the Council Leader, Liz Kitchen of Horsham District Council as speakers.

Viv Edwards, Chairman – Broadbridge Heath Parish Council

Parish Council Meetings: all meetings are open to the public and are preceded by a session for public comments.  Council meetings take place in the St. John’s Community Hall.  Planning Meetings are subject to cancellation if there are no plans to discuss.  Visit our website at www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk for agendas and minutes of previous meetings or view the notice boards at the One Stop Shop, Billingshurst Road or The Village Centre, Wickhurst Lane.

April 2009 
Monday 6th 

Planning Committee, 7.30pm - Full Council
8.00pm

Wednesday 15th 
Recreation Committee, 8.00pm 
Monday 20th 

Planning Committee, 7.30pm – Annual Parish 8.00pm

May 2009
Wednesday 6th 
Planning Committee, 7.30pm – Council (AGM) 
8.00pm

June 2009
Monday 1st 

Planning Committee, 7.30pm - Full Council
8.00pm

Monday 15th

Planning Committee, 7.30pm – Recreation 
8.00pm

CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL:

Clerk:   Mrs Mary Burroughs: Tel: 01403-785864 Mobile 07733-359479
Address: PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9XX
Email: clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk 

Clerk for Strategy & Development:  Mrs Helen Dayneswood Tel: 01403-790175

Chairman: Mrs Viv Edwards: - Tel: 01403-240414

Police: Please contact the Police on the non-emergency line 0845-60-70-999 for information and advice or to report a crime.  Alternatively you can contact the police by e-mail by accessing their website www.sussex.police.uk  Please note it is important to report incidents, even if no immediate action is warranted.  Otherwise, the police don’t build up a picture of trouble hotspots, and will not address issues until a portfolio of events has been reported.
Emergencies - Always dial 999 - If life is threatened, if people are injured, if offenders are nearby, if immediate action is required or if you are witnessing criminal damage.  
Verge and Pavement Parking
Over the last the year, the Parish Council has received an increasing number of complaints about residents parking their cars on pavements, verges and green areas.   Not only can this anti-social behaviour, in some circumstances, obstruct the pavements but it often results in damage to verges and greens making them unsafe and difficult to maintain, not to mention unsightly!  The Parish Council respectfully requests that those drivers parking illegally on pavements, or who are causing damage to verges and green areas, park their vehicles responsibly.   If damage is caused, it is quite likely that offenders will be asked to pay for the damage to be made good.
A Message from your PCSO Jeff Grant
During the week beginning Monday 16th February, Broadbridge Heath suffered a number of burglaries and breaks to motor vehicles.  Since then you should have received a leaflet regarding joining ‘Neighbourhood Watch’.  Although Neighbourhood Watch does not stop you becoming a possible victim, it has been proven that those within schemes are less likely to become victims of crime.  Last year I took over responsibility for all Schemes in the village and it was discovered that even though some roads have a Neighbourhood Watch sign, there was no active scheme running.  Many residents would not have been made aware of the recent burglaries or vehicle breaks because they were not part of a scheme. Those that are would have been aware of the issues in the area and would have better protected their own and neighbouring properties. 

Please ensure that you secure all downstairs doors and windows when you go to bed and ensure all that valuables are removed from your vehicle or placed out of sight.  If you are interested in joining Neighbourhood Watch or you would like to volunteer in the village to utilise SID (Speed Indicator Display) then please email me at jeff.grant@sussex.pnn.police.uk.  I can also be contacted on 0845-60-70-999 (Ext 19135) and you can also see my blog on the Sussex Police website to catch up on matters relating to the village.

Big Lottery Grant – Play equipment and Youth Shelter at the Village Centre
The project is now moving along swiftly and we are now in a position to place an order with a well known supplier for four exciting new pieces of play equipment and a youth shelter.  We have also appointed a contractor to install the equipment and introduce pathways and additional features to enhance the character of the area.  Work should start in May/June 2009.  If you would like to make comment, please call the Clerk/Project Leader on 01403-785864 or write to the Parish Council.
Update on the West of Horsham Development

As many of you will have seen from the article on the front page of the County Times on 20th February 2009, the recession is having an impact on the plans of the two developers associated with the West of Horsham development.

Countryside Properties has already lodged outline planning applications for development to the west of the A24 plus the highway infrastructure required to support the development.  The current economic climate is very likely to make it challenging for Countryside to deliver the required level of affordable housing and the package of community facilities that should accompany this development.  Horsham District Council (HDC) has yet to decide about the Countryside applications.  Broadbridge Heath Parish Council has submitted detailed comments to HDC to illustrate the reasons for their strong objections to the applications.

For the proposed development to the east of the A24, Berkeley Homes has not yet submitted any planning applications.  HDC has been advised by the Managing Director of Berkeley Homes that there is a question mark over the viability of the proposals in their current state, due to the continuing deterioration of house sales.  The company would be unlikely to achieve anywhere near the scale and nature of affordable housing required.

Up to date information on plans and proposals will be reported at the next meeting of HDC’s Development North Committee on Tuesday 21st April 2009. Visit www.horsham.gov.uk and click on Local Development Framework for more information.

Elections

The European and County Council Elections will both be held on the 4th June 2009.  If you are unable to attend in person to vote, don’t forget to submit a postal vote.
Shelley Primary School

The school has a vacancy for a Community Governor.  If you are interested or would like to know more about this vacancy, please contact Ms McVay on 01403 265343. 

Broadbridge Heath Womens Institute (W.I.)

W.I. meetings are held in the St. John’s Community Hall at 2.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.  Join us for speakers, tea and friendship.  For more information contact Mrs Eileen Sturgess on 01403-260690. 

Broadbridge Heath Youth Club

Congratulations to the Youth Club for being recently awarded ‘Best New Youth Club’ in the Horsham district (joint with Partridge Green).  The Youth Club has proved a massive success with young people and is going from strength to strength.  Over 100 young people are registered with the club, with approximately 60 attending every week.  For more information, please call Liz Kerim at Holbrook Youth Centre on 01403 263832 or email holbrook.youth.centre@westsussex.go.uk
Village Cricket Club – it now has more arms!
The club, now over 100 years old, is preparing itself for the coming new season. It:

· has new sponsors including the Shelley Arms and has had a very successful winter indoor league at Burgess Hill;

· has just installed a brand new all-weather wicket, updated its practice net and has indoor practice nets each Sunday;

· is appointing a specialist groundsman and has a thriving Colts section;
· will this season play in the new, bigger West Sussex Invitation League, the feeder to the Sussex League; 

New players/members are welcome and should contact Tim Wells on 07740 101983.

Broadbridge Heath Scout Group
Firstly the committee of the Scout Group would like to apologise for the noise caused by one of their hirers last summer resulting in a complaint to Horsham District Council. This happened on a particularly hot evening (yes there was at least one) when people gathered outside to take advantage of the warmth, plus windows were opened to restore a degree of comfort.
Following the complaint, the Scouts cancelled all bookings and lost a lot of money rather than upset our neighbours. An application was made to HDC for an entertainment licence, and following a hearing at HDC a licence was granted with conditions attached.

Now the good news – we can now hire out the Scout Hall for more functions than we could before, within the terms of the licence.  We need bookings to raise funds for the upkeep of this valuable local facility.  There is a lack of affordable venues in the Horsham area so tell everyone; we are now taking bookings - contact 01403 253121

 

Dates for your Diary

Sunday 12th April – Family Celebration with Communion St. John’s Church 10.30 am.  Coffee served beforehand from 10.00am. 

Monday 20th April – Annual Parish Council Meeting 8.00pm (come along and have your say)

Saturday 7th November – Gala Bonfire & Firework Display (volunteers needed please contact Viv Edwards on 01403-240414)

If you would like a note in the next magazine for an event you are holding between July and September 2009 or would like to tell us about your organisation, please email or telephone the Clerk (see Your Parish Council).

Senior Persons’ Council 
The Senior Persons' Council was established in 2005 following consultation with older people. The Senior Council aims to give older people an opportunity to put forward their ideas to the District Council and to undertake their own initiatives to benefit the local community.  The group has taken action on a number of issues including:

· being instrumental in extending the Horsham Shopmobility scheme's opening times at Christmas to serve the late night shopping evenings; 

· writing to West Sussex Primary Care Trust to request that hospital transport services be improved
· meeting with Horsham's Youth Council to discuss their idea of 'community' and how older and younger people could work together in the future. 

Any resident of the Horsham District aged over 50 is welcome to attend a meeting. For more information contact Clare Ebelewicz on 01403-215137 or email clare.ebelewicz@horsham.gov.uk
Horsham District Council – Health Walks

All welcome to guided, free, sociable, HDC walks led by trained volunteers; no need to book, just turn-up at the start point.  Beginners are recommended to contact the Walk Leader (Liz 01403 263920 or Simon 01403 260599) to discuss suitability. Dogs are allowed on a lead.  Forthcoming walks from Broadbridge Heath (park free at Tesco and meet at the Leisure Centre) are as follows:-

(258) Saturday, 4th April, 10.00 am: a 4 mile, mostly flat, (some stiles) circular walk to Wellcross Grange airfield and around Rapkyns House giving good views. 2½ hours. 

(259) Saturday, 23rd May, 10.00 am: 3½ mile, mostly flat, circular walk (some stiles) by the riverside to Tower Hill and on to High Wood giving excellent views. 
Horsham Volunteer Centre

Volunteering can bring lots of rewards for just a small contribution of one’s time.  There are hundreds of opportunities to choose from to suit all availabilities (daytime, evenings or weekends) and interests. 

Volunteers can help young people, families, the elderly, and people with disabilities or health problems.  Activities include befriending, mentoring, driving, fundraising, conservation, administration, committees, helping at Day Centres and Clubs, and much, much more.  For information, advice and introductions please contact 01403 232100 or email horshamvolunteer@btconnect.com. 

